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Iragi Prime Minister announced in Senate on 10th July 
thet Muri Pasha al Said will head the Iraqi delegation 
to the United Nations General Assembly which will 


discuss the Palestine question. 
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The purpose of the Notes in Chapters II and V is to correct some. 
of the mis-statements made to the Committee. Since no Arab evidence 
has been offered, they necessarily deal only with the Jewish evidence. 
They omit any comment on the calumnies which some of this evidence 
contains. The facts may be allowed to speak for themselves. 


Nor are the corrections complete. To attempt to cover all the in- 
accuracies would require a document of greater length than the circum- 
stances justify. 


WOONOT °391540 080938 s1e8Nd 3HL JO LHDIYAdOD 


JERUSALEM, 
17th July, 1947. 


Jd 
J 
—~, re J v v 
X ke Jf r Vu », 
AY 
J 77 J 
e, J / ; Ww a) J ae SF 
J - J 
J oS 


we 


‘s 
C 
C 


CHAPTER I 
An HisToricAL SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL POLITICAL 
-- Events in PALESTINE SINCE 1st JANnuARY, 1946 


_. This chapter brings up-to-date and continues in diary form the 
summary contained in Chapter II of the Survey of Palestine.* Only 
the more important terrorist incidents are included. The references 
to statements of policy are condensed into summary form; the full 
texts are already available to the Committee. 


Ath January 1946 | 
The Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry assembled in Washington and three 
days later its public sessions opened there. 


5th January 1946 


A communication setting out the views of His Majesty’s Government on the 
subject of the continuance of immigration at a rate of 1,500 per month, pending 
pre erecaink of the renort of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, was conveyed 


e High Commissi to me 
and by His Majesty’s representatives to the Arab States. 
16th January. 1946 
King Ibn Sand and King Farouk, in a joint statement from Cairo, expressed 
support of the Palestinian. Arabs in the following terms (as announced in the 
press) :— | 
‘All efforts are being made by the Arab Kings, in support of the Palestine 
Arabs, to maintain the principles of justice. We associate ourselves with all 
Moslem Arabs in their belief that Palestine is an Arab country and it is the 
right of its people and the right of the Moslem Arabs everywhere to preserve 
it as an Arab land.’ | 


17th January 1946 


The full independence of Trans-Jordan was announced by the Foreign 
Secretary in a speech to the United Nations. . : 


Three new Jewish settlements were founded in the Galilee District. 
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* The request for these notes in diary form was made after the arrival of the Special Committee 
in Palestine. Owing to the shortness of the time available and also to the absence of certain official 
yecords which were destroyed when the Secretariat was blown up in July, 1946; it has not yet been 
possible to undertake a thorough check of exact dates, quotations and other details given; the record is, 
however, as correct as can be made from. the documents immediately available. Further check is being 
proceeded with and any necessary corrections will be notified to the Committee as soon’ as possible, 
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18th January 1946 m 
A serious disturbance in the detention camp for Jews deported to Eritrea on 
grounds of complicity in terrorism resulted’in the deaths of three Jewish detainees 
and in the wounding of twelve others. 


An illegal immigrant ship was brought into Haifa by the Royal Navy. The 
number of illegal immigrants aboard was 908. 


19th January 1946 


OA large-scale terrorist attack 1 was made on the Central Prison, Jerusalem, 
resulting in the. death of a British army officer and a British police officer, and 
in the serious wounding of another British police officer. One Jewish terrorist 
was also killed. 


The Arab Higher Committee in a letter to the High Commissioner stated 
that ‘‘the Arab people in Palestine .. . . is unable to consent to the proposal of 
continued Jewish immigration into Palestine during the period of the inquiry 
(by the Anglo-American Committee), and holds fast to its national and acquired 
right in regard to the final stoppage of Jewish immigration.”’ 


20th January 1946 


The coast-guard station near Givat Olga was severely damaged by an ex- 
plosion which injured seventeen members of the security forces, two seriously. An | 
attempt to blow up a radar station on Mount Carmel was frustrated. 


25th January 1946 | 
The Anglo-American Committee resumed its public sessions in London. 


80th J anuary 1946 


It was announced that His Majesty’s Government had decided to allow 
Jewish immigration to be continued provisionally at the rate of 1,500 a month. 
Preference, it was stated, would be given to those European Jews who had a 
special claim, such as those to whom the Palestine Government had already 
undertaken obligations, and relatives in Europe of Jews already established in 
Palestine. Illegal immigrants would continue to be deducted from quotas. This 
decision was followed by an Arab strike (on 2nd February) and by Jewish protests 
against the inadequacy of the quota. 


Ist February 1946 

The Anglo-American Committee concluded its sessions in London and se- 
parated into. smaller groups in order to pursue its inquiries in Europe. 
20th February 1946 

The R.A.F. radar station on Mount Carmel was damaged by explosives 
deposited by armed Jewish terrorists. Two British R.A.F. NCO’s were seriously 
wounded and six British aircraftsmen suffered minor injuries. 
Qist February 1946. | 


Terrorist attacks were made on police installations at Sarona, Shefa Amr and 
Kfar Vitkin. Four of the assailants were killed in the attack on Sarona. » Large 
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D owas attended the funerals in Tel Aviv, in which the Chairman of the .Vaad 
Leumi and officials of Jewish institutions participated. A, ee 


25th February 1946 : 2 ee eae * 
R.AF. airfields at Lydda, Qastina and Petah Tiqva were attacked by J ewish 
terrorists, a number of aircraft being destroyed and damaged. | 


98th February 1946 
The Anglo-American Committee flew to Cairo, where they heard a statement 
by representatives of States of the Arab League. ee. o% 


6th March 1946 | . 
4 The Anglo-American Committee arrived in Palestine. 
>» | 23rd March 1946 | 
; The treaty between Great Brita and Trans-Jordan, establishing the latter 
country’s independence, was signed in London. 3 


25th March 1946 

The appointment of eleven additional members of the Arab . Higher. Com- 
mittee, with Jamal Eff. Husseini as Chairman, was announced. At the same time 
Musa Eff. Al Alami resigned from the Committee. 


26th March 1946 | 
An illegal immigrant ship carrying 240 passengers was arrested by the Royal 


Naas vaken into Haifa. Simultaneously there was. widespread terrorist 
NaWiny? ht Sakon inte, Mae ee ea ee paneer y eure 


and the laying of landmines. 


27th March 1946 | : : 
A ship carrying 733 J ewish illegal immigrants was brought into Haifa by 
the Royal Navy. 
28th March 1946 
The Anglo-American Committee left Palestine and proceeded to Lausanne. 


Ind April 1946 

Attacks on the rail system by Jewish terrorists in different parts of Palestine 
caused extensive damage and casualties to the security forces. In the course of 7 
enusing military operations a party of 30 armed Jews was encountered by a if , 
military unit south of Jaffa and its members captured. ia 


10th April 1946 

Over a thousand Jews on board the vessel Fede at La Spezzia went on 
hunger strike and threatened to sink the vessel unless permitted to proceed to 
Palestine. | 5, Mg 5  « 

A country-wide strike of postal, telegraph and telephone employees began in 
support of a demand for improved conditions of service. 
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12th April 1946: 


A number of leading members of the J amie sama in Paleaiag declared 


a hunger strike 1 in support of the Jews on board Fede at La Spezzia. 


14th April 1946 


Jews throughout Palestine observed a general strike and fast in sympathy 
with the Jews at La Spezia. 


16th April 1946 


The second division officers of the public service declared a strike in support 
of the demands of the employees of the Department of Posts and Telegraphs and 
also in support of their association’s claims for increased pay to offset the rise in 
the cost of living and for a revision of the salary scales. 


It was announced that His Majesty’s Government had agreed to the alloca- 
tion of immigration certificates to the Jews on board Fede at La Spezzia from 
the April-May and Pode June quotas. 


23rd April 1946 


The strike of employees of the Posts and Pelagwiebe Department and of the 
second division of the civil service came to an end at midnight. The Government 
agreed to increases in supplementary allowances, the grant of two months’ ‘‘back 
pay’’ representing delayed adjustments of emoluments to the rising cost of living 
and: certain improvements in conditions of service of second division officers. 


a number of firearms. One terrorist was shot dead and two were wounded and 
captured. An Arab temporary additional policeman was killed and two police- 
men, one British and one Arab, were wounded. A diversionary attack was 
carried out on Tel Aviv railway station. 


25th April 1946 


Seven British soldiers were murdered in a terrorist attack on a military car- 
park in Tel Aviv. | 


1st May 1946 


The report of the Anglo-American Committee was puprences It contained 
ten recommendations. | 


(1) Palestine alone cannot meet the emigration needs of the Jewish victims 
of Nazi and Fascist persecution. There was little hope of substantial as- 
sistance from other countries. The American and British Governments were 
recommended to endeavour to secure that immediate effect be given to the 
provisions of the United Nations Charter calling for ‘‘universal respect for, 
and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without 
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.’’ 
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(2) The immediate authorisation of 100,000 immigration certificates for 
the admission into Palestine of Jews who had been victims: of Nazi and Fascist 
persecution and, further, that these certificates be awarded as far as possible 
in 1946. | | 
(3) Palestine should be neither a Jewish nor an Arab state. The form 
of Government to be ultimately established should, under’ international gua- 
rantees, fully protect the interests of Christians, Moslems and Jews, and should 
accord to the inhabitants as a whole the fullest measure of self-government 
consistent with these principles. 


(4) Palestine should continue to be governed under the Mandate pending 


the execution of a trusteeship agreement. 


(5) The Mandatory should proclaim the principles that Arab economic, 
educational and political advancement is of equal importance with that of the 
Jews; and should at once prepare measures to bridge the existing gap and 
raise the standard of living of the Arabs to that of the Jews. | | 


(6) Pending the execution of a trusteeship document the Mandatory 
should administer the Mandate with regard to immigration so as, ‘‘while 
ensuring that the rights and position of other sections of the population are 
not prejudiced’, to facilitate Jewish immigration under suitable conditions. 


(7) The Land Transfers Regulations: should be rescinded and replaced 
by regulations based on @ policy of free disposition of land and providing 


ay ey Sr “Pe amall_awnera ant . u ee —_ 7 . 
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conveyances, leases and agreements 
only members of one race, community or creed be employed should be ren- 
dered nugatory and be prohibited. The Government should exercise close 
supervision over Holy Places and other localities of religious significance 10 
order to prevent their desecration and use for purposes offending the con- 
science of Christian peoples, and should forthwith enact the necessary le- 
gislation. 

(8) The Committee was unable to assess the soundness of the various 
plans for large scale development submitted to it. It recommended that the 
examination and execution of such plans be conducted in full cooperation not 
only with the Jewish Agency, but also with the Governments of Arab States 
directly affected. . 


(9) The educational system of Jews and Arabs be reformed in the in- 


terests of the conciliation of the two peoples and of the improvement of the. 


Arab standard of living. The reforms. should include the introduction of 
compulsory education within a reasonable time. 

(10) If the report were adopted it should be made clear to Jews and 
Arabs that attempts to prevent its implementation by violence, terrorism or 
the use of illegal armies would be resolutely suppressed. The Jewish Agency 
should resume active cooperation with the Mandatory in the suppression of 
terrorism and illegal immigration and in the maintenance of law and order. 
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Ist May 1946 | 

- The Prime Minister stated in the House of Commons that the execution of 
the report of the Anglo-American Committee would entail.very heavy commitments, 
and the British Government therefore wished to ascertain to what extent the 
United States Government would be prepared to’ share the resulting additional 
military and financial responsibilities. Mr. Attlee also said that it was clear from 
the facts presented in the report regarding the illegal armies that it would not be 
possible: to admit 100,000 Jews until those formations had been disbanded and 
their arms surrendered. : 


38rd May 1946 


The Arabs of Palestine observed a general strike called by the Arab Higher 
Committee in protest against the report of the Anglo-American Committee. 


10th May 1946 


Representatives in Washington of five Arab States delivered to the Acting 


Secretary of State strong protests against the report of the Anglo-American Com- 
mittee. 


16 _ldth May 1946 


The American Acting Secretary of State at a press conference stated that an 


assurance nad been given that hoth Arab, and Jewish leaders would. be, cepsalted 


tive. A similar assurance had earlier been given by Mr Acheson to Egypt, Iraq, 
Syria, the Lebanon and Saudi Arabia. 


13th May 1946 

An illegal immigrant ship carrying 1,662 Jews was intercepted and brought 
into Haifa. ; 
15th May, 1946 


A Foreign Office statement issued in London said that His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment would be unable to announce their decision on the recommendations of 
the Anglo-American Committee until they had completed their consultations witt. 
the United States Government and had consulted both Arabs and Jews in ac- 
cordance with pledges given when the formation of the Committee was announced. 


20th May 1946 


The Arab Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency were formally invited 
to furnish their views on each of the ten recommendations in the report or the 
Anglo-American Committee by the 20th June. 


17 28rd May 1946 


The State Department declared that the immediate transfer to Palestine of 
100,000 Jews remained the policy of the United States' Government. 
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Boon May 1946 


Following a meeting of Arab Kings and Presidents at Inshass a statement 
was issued by the Arab League that after discussing the Palestine question from 
every angle the Arab heads of States had concluded that it. was. not‘ a matter 
concerning the Palestinian Arabs alone ‘but all Arabs.: Palestine was an Arab 
country and: it was the duty of other Arab countries to see that: its Arab status 
was maintained. It was impossible to agree to any immigration -which — they 
considered a violation of the White Paper, to which Britain was in honour bound. 
The Arab rulers expressed the hope that the existing cordial relations between 
the Arab countries and peoples and the two friendly democracies would not be 
disturbed by the latter’s insistence on measures affecting the rights of Palestinian 
Arabs, since any disturbances would have a bad effect on universal peace. 


6th June 1946 . 

President Truman stated that it was his view and that of the United States 
Government that the immigration of 100,000 Jews to Palestine should be allowed 
as soon as possible, but that there were certain details and obstacles to be. dealt 
with and overcome before this could be achieved. . 


10th June 1946 a 
Damage estimated at over £P.100,000 was caused when Jewish terrorists 
held up and damaged three trains in the Lydda District. . 


llth June 1946. 


the Uuee PaRouRGed in J erusalem that it was understood on good authority that 
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Following a meeting of the political committee of the Arab League at Bludan 


@ communique was issued stating that it had been decided to send. memoranda 
to the Governments of Great Britain and the United States regarding the re- 


commendations of the Anglo-American Committee and also a third memorandum 
concerning the Palestine question in its relation to Great Britain and the United 
States. Among decisions taken were the following; others were secret :— 
(a) the formation of a Palestine Committee representative of the Arab 
States; 
(b) the formation of an Arab Higher Committee ; 
(c) a recommendation to the Arab States to enact legislation for the 
punishment of those selling land to the Jews; 


(d) the utilization of all methods to safeguard Palestine lands s, 
(e) the reinforcement and extension of the boycott of Zionist goods. 


The American Secretary of State stated that His Majesty’s Government had — 


submitted to the United States Government a six point questionnaire inquiring :— 


(i) what ‘contribution would the United States make to quell any. dis- 
orders in Palestine resulting from Jewish immigration ; | 
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(ii) how should individual displaced Jews in Europe be selected for im- 


_ migration; 7 
Gi) how could transport be obtained ; 
(iv). who would furnish the transport; 
(v) how would the immigration be financed; | 
(vi) what method should be used to provide materials for the temporary 
housing of the new immigrants. | | | 
Mr Byrnes added that the questions would be considered by a cabinet com- 
mittee. | 
15th June 1946 


A. Foreign Office communique issued in London announced that British 
representatives had been nominated to confer with American representatives on 
matters arising out of the report of the Anglo-American Committee. 


17th June 1946 


Widespread terrorist attacks on the night of the 16th-17th June resulted in 
the damage or destruction of eight road and rail bridges and in extensive damage 
to the workshops of the Palestine Railways at Haifa. Numerous casualties (some 
fatal) were sustained by the attackers and by the security forces, and a number 
of terrorists were arrested. 


18th June 1946 
Six British officers were abducted by armed Jews, five in Tel Aviv and one 


in Jerusalem. 


[| 20th June 1946 


“ States members of the Arab League addressed communications to His 
Majesty’s Government deploring the situation in Palestine and underlining the 
necessity of giving satisfaction to the national aspirations of the indigenous in- 
habitants. As directly interested parties the States invited His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to negotiate an arrangement putting an end to the existing situation in 
Palestine and setting up a new regime conforming to the spirit and intentions of 
the Charter of the United Nations. 


A communique issued in Cairo announced that Haj Amin al Husseini had 
arrived at the Royal Palace on the previous day and was a guest of King Farouk. 

Two Jews were killed and others wounded when troops participating in a 
search of Kfar Giladi and Tel Hai settlements in the Galilee District opened fire on 
a party which attempted to break the cordon. 

The British officer abducted in Jerusalem on the 18th June escaped from his 
captors. 


21st June 1946 


Following the extraordinary meeting of the Arab League at Bludan, the 
Government of Palestine was notified of the reconstitution of the Arab Higher Com- 
mittee with the following membership :— : 
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Jamal Eff. al Husseini (Vice Chairman) 
Dr Hussein el Khalidi (Secretary) 
Ahmad Hilmi Pasha | 
Emile Eff. Ghoury. © 


The post of chairman was held open for Haj Amin al Husseini, although 
this fact was not officially stated to the Government. 
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92nd June 1946 , 
Two of the British officers kidnapped in Tel Aviv on 18th June were released. 
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26th June 1946 | | . | 
A vessel carrying 1,278 J ewish illegal immigrants was captured and taken into 
Haifa. 
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29th June 1946 

In country-wide operations the security forces arrested @ large number of Jews 
(2,675) suspected of complicity in terrorism, including four members of the Jewish 
Agency Executive. The Jewish Agency building in Jerusalem was occupied. 
Searches of several Jewish colonies took place on this and the following days. A 
number of secret arms caches were discovered at Meshek Yagur settlement, com- 
prising inter alia 325 rifles; 96 mortars; 10 machine guns, and 425 ,000 rounds of 
ammunition. 

b L Bnd, July 1946 | | | | — 
The Royal Navy brought into Haifa a vessel carrying 1,001 illegal immigrants. 


President Truman stated that the United States Government was prepared 
to assume technical and financial responsibility for the transport of 100,000 Jewish 
immigrants to Palestine. The President also expressed the hope that the leaders 
of the Jewish community held in custody would be soon released and that the 
situation in Palestine would soon return to normal. 
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Ath July 1946 
The remaining three British officers kidnapped in Tel Aviv on the 18th June 
were released. 


EE a toy CEL ALL OOD 


WOGNOT ‘391330 080938 1 18Nd 3HL JO LHDIBAdOD 


11th July 1946 
It was officially announced that the military operations which commenced 
on the 29th June had ceased. 
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17th July 1946 

The Jewish community observed a one-day strike as a protest against the 
detention of those arrested in the military operations which commenced on the 
29th June. 
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22nd July 1946 


_Highty-three public servants and five members of the public were. killed when 


a wing of the King David Hotel in Jerusalem, housing the Secretariat and part of 
military head-quarters, was blown up by Jewish terrorists. The Jewish Agency 
and Vaad Leumi Executives issued statements expressing their horror at ‘‘the 
dastardy crime perpetrated by a group of desperadoes’’. ‘They called on the Yishuv 
‘“to rise up against these abominable outrages.’’ : re 


24th July 1946 


A White Paper on terrorism in Palestine was made public in London by His 
Majesty’s Government. Its main conclusions were; 


(i) the Hagana and its associated force, Palmach, working under the 
political control.of prominent members of the Jewish Agency, had been en- 
gaged in the carefully planned use of violence and sabotage under the name of 
the Jewish Resistance Movement; 


(ii) the National Military Organisation and the Stern Group had during 
the preceding eight or nine months been cooperating with the. Hagana in 
certain of these operations ; 


(iii) the illegal radio transmitter calling itself the Voice of Israel, which 
was working under the general direction of the J ewish Agency, —_ been 
supporting the terrorist groups. 


His Majesty’s Government addressed to the Arab States a note in the fol- 
lowing terms :-—— | 


‘‘His Majesty’s Government drew attention in the note which they com- 
municated to state members of the Arab League on 20th May to their previous 
undertaking that they would consult all parties concerned before they reached a 
decision on the recommendations .of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
regarding the problems of European Jewry in Palestine. In accordance with 
this undertaking they readily accept the proposal made by’”’ (the Government 


addressed) ‘‘‘tio ‘enter into negotiations on the subject of Palestine’. The note went 


on to express the hope that the resultant consultations should be completed before 
the September session of the United Nations. 


In a subsequent communique it was stated that His Majesty’ s Government 
intended to i issue invitations to the Palestine Arabs and Jews. 


The Jewish Agency issued a statement denying that any of the intercepted 
telegrams quoted in the White Paper on terrorism published on the 24th July had 
emanated from the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem. It challenged His Majesty's 
Government.to prove that the Jewish Agency was responsible for their composition, 
authorisation and despatch. . 
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Docin July 1946 a 

. -..fIne American Secretary of State announced at-a press. conference: that. a. plan 
for the division of*Palestine ‘had: been proposed by the ‘American representatives at 
the technical talks on means of implementing the recommendations: of the Anglo- 
American Committee. He added that it had the unanimous support of both the 
American and British delegates and that it had been approved by the British — 
cabinet. Mr Byrnes said that he would be discussing it with President. Truman 
immediately. | : 


99th July 1946 oo, | Co 
An illegal immigrant ship carrying 2,760 Jews was brought into Haifa by 
the Royal Navy. | | 7 


30th July 1946: 

Police and military operations, directed to the arrest of members of the ter- 
rorist organisations responsible for the outrage of the 22nd’ July, were commenced 
in Tel Aviv; the town was closely cordoned and intehsive searches were carried out. 


31st July 1946 a 
Opening a debate in the House of Commons the Lord President of the Coun- 
cil outlined: a federal scheme for Palestine, unanimously recommended by the 
delegations examining the recommendations of the 
The country would be divided into an Arab province 
having a large measure of administrative autonomy, 
of the Negeb to be administered by the Central 
over immigration would continue to rest with 


the Centra ie 
tha Geotral.@oveoveent f recommendations by 


province concerned was Central Govern If authorize the 
immigration desired by the provincial government. The land Transfers Regula- 
tions would be rescinded but it would be open to the government of the Arab 
province to permit or refuse permission to Jews to buy land there. The expert 
committee of British and American representatives had prepared a plan for the 
movement of 100,000 Jews from Europe to the J ewish area of Palestine and this 
plan could be set in motion as soon as it was decided to put into effect. the scheme 
as a whole. Mr Morrison stated that His Majesty’s Government were willing to 
accept the scheme as @ basis for negotiation, and intimated that the agreement of 
the United States Government had not yet been obtained. 7 


The Lord President dissociated the Government from the terms of a letter 
addressed by the General Officer Commanding in Palestine to troops under his 
command, following the outrage of the 22nd July, forbidding social relationships 


with Jews and directing that association with members of the Jewish community 
should be confined to matters of duty. | Oo , a 
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An illegal immigrant’ ship carrying 497 Jewish passengers was intercepted 
and brought into Haifa. | 7 — ng 
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Qnd August 1946 : EN 

‘The search: of-Tel Aviv which commenced on the 30th July ended. During 
the course of the operations a large quantity of illegal: armaments was: discovered 
and nearly 800’ persons, including several known terrorists, were detained. 


6th August 1946: a 7 | | 7 

~~ A Jewish Agency spokesman, summing up the results of the meeting of the 
Jewish Agency Executive held in Paris, said that the Jewish Agency rejected the 
‘‘Morrison plan’’ because it failed to offer independence to either Jews or Arabs and 
meant that self-government in the proposed. provinces would be illusory. 


12th August 1946 


An official statement issued in London announced that, the continuance of 
Jewish illegal immigration. at’ its current volume being likely to have an adverse 
effect on the hope of a-general settlement in Palestine, the British Government had 
instructed the Palestine authorities that the reception into Palestine of illegal im- 
migrants must cease. Immigrants arriving illegally would be conveyed to Cyprus 
or elsewhere and housed in camps there until a decision could be taken as to their 
future. a | ; 

— Two illegal immigrant ships carrying a total of 1,293 illegal immigrants were 
brought into Haifa and the illegal immigrants were deported to Cyprus in accord- 
ance with the new policy. 
18th August 1946 

The deportations evoked demonstrations at. Haifa, where large crowds defied 
the curfew order. One crowd attempted to rush a party of troops who were forced 
to open fire, three Jews being fatally wounded and six injured. There was also 
a large meeting of protest in Tel Aviv. | | 

A further illegal immigrant ship with 262 Jews on board was brought into 
Haifa. a | : 


14th August 1946 


A partition scheme for Palestine, giving the Jews approximately the area of 


the Jewish State as recommended by the Royal Commission (Peel Commission) 
plus the Negeb, transmitted to the American Government by Dr Goldman of the 
Jewish Agency Executive, was forwarded to London by President Truman, who 
observed that the proposal seemed to merit serious consideration. 


15th August 1946 


784 Jewish illegal immigrants arrived at Haifa aboard an illegal immigrant 
ship intercepted by the Royal Navy. | 


18 Jews: were sentenced to death by a military court on charges arising out 
of the attack on the railway workshops at Haifa on the 18th June. | 
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2 22nd August - 1946 


The transport Empire Rival, used for .the deportation , of J ewich illegal im- 
migrants to Cyprus, was sabotaged while lying in Haifa port. 
24th August 1946 


A statement made at the conclusion of the meeting: of the- Jewish Agency 
Executive held in Paris said that the Agency would not take ‘part ‘in any discussion 
based on the *‘Morrison Scheme’” for Palestine. 


96th August 1946 
_ The Foreign Office. announced that the Jewish Agency had been invited to 


represent Palestine Jews at the forthcoming conference on Palestine to be held 


in London. 


29th August 1946 

The security forces began the search of two Jewish. settlements in the: south 
of Palestine, Ruhama and Dorot. Illegal arms were found at both places. 

The death sentences passed by a military court on 18 Jews on the 15th August 
were commuted by the General Officer Commanding. . | 

A Jew was sentenced to death by a military court for offences against the 
Defence (Emergency) Regulations arising out of the attack on the railway work- 
shops at Haifa on the 17th June. The sentence was later commuted by the General 
Officer Commanding. 


31st August 1946 
The rejection by | the Arab Higher Committee of the British Government’ s 


sequently, refusals of “Invitations addressed individually ‘to certain “Tending Barestins 
Arabs were also received. 


3rd September 1946 
An illegal immigrant ship carrying 997 Jews was brought into Haifa. 


6th September 1946 
Correspondence between the Colonial Secretary and Dr Weizman relative to 
the participation of the J ewish Agency in the London Conference was published 
in London. Dr Weizman stated that it had been decided that the Agency would 
not participate in any discussions based on the ‘‘Morrison Scheme’’ The satisfac- 
tion of the following conditions was moreover declared to be a ‘prerequisite to 
attendance :— 
(i) the Jewish Agency must have full freedom to designate its own dele- 
gates, including any detained or subject to detention; and 
(ii) the Jewish Agency should invite, in consultation with His Majesty's 
Government, all members of the Jewish: delegation to the conference, it being 
understood that. it wall. elude representatives. of other important. | bodies and 
organisations. ee | oO 
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9th September 1946 


At a meeting of the Vaad Leumi attended by Jewish mayors and presidents 
of Jewish local councils and community councils two resolutions were passed 
‘‘as a first step in its struggle scleral the campaign of eee undertaken by 
the Government against-the Yishuv’’ 

(i) all Jewish members. represents the Yishuv in Government com- 
mittees would discontinue their participation in the work of these committees; 
(ii) the Vaad Leumi, Jewish municipalities, local councils and community 
councils undertook to allocate immediately a total of £P.100,000 for Jewish 
immigration to Palestine ‘‘without regard for the restrictions of the 1989 White 
Paper which has no legal validity.’’ 


There were several terrorist attacks on the railway system in different parts of 
Palestine. 


The Area Security Officer for the J affa-Tel Aviv area wag killed and his wife 
and another British army officer were injured when the house containing his office 
and dwelling was blown up in Tel-Aviv. A C.I.D. sergeant was shot and fatally 
wounded in Haifa. Other British military personnel were killed and injured in 
terrorist outrages in different parts of Palestine. 


The conference on Palestine opened in London. Representatives of the Arab 
States and the Secretary-General of the Arab League participated, but neither the 
Jews nor the Palestine Arabs were represented. 


Armed J aaah terrorists raided two banks in Tel Aviv and Jaffa, and a diver- 
sionary attack was made on the Central Police Station at Jaffa. An Arab policeman 
and an Arab civilian were shot dead, and. the British manager of the Jaffa bank 
was shot and wounded. Four armed terrorists were captured, and seven further 
Jews, believed to be terrorists were also apprehended. 


19th September 1946 
The Arab States delegations to the London Conference submitted their proposals 
for the solution of the Palestine problem. The main features were the following :— 


(a) Palestine would be a unitary State with a permanent Arab majority, 
and would attain its independence as such after a short period of transition 
(two or three years) under British mandate. 


(b) Within this unitary State Jews who had acquired Palestinian. citizen- 
ship (for which the qualification would be ten years’ residence in the country) 
would have full civil rights, equally with all other citizens of Palestine. 


(c) Special safeguards would be provided to protect the religious and cul- 
tural rights of the Jewish Community. 


(d) The sanctity of the Holy Places would be iaeaied and safeguards 
provided for freedom of religious practice throughout Palestine. 
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- (e) The Jewish Community would be. entitled to a number of seats in the 
Legislative Assembly proportionate to the number of Jewish citizens (as 


defined) in Palestine, subject to the proviso that in no case would the number 


of Jewish representatives exceed one-third of the total number of members. 


~ (f) All legislation concerning immigration and the transfer of land would 


require the consent of the Arabs Palestine as expressed by a majority of the 


Arab members of the’ Legislative ‘Assembly. 

(g) The guarantees concerning the Holy Places would be alterable only 
with the consent of the United Nations, and the safeguards provided for the 
Jewish Community would be alterable only with the consent of a majority 
of the Jewish members of the Legislative Assembly. 


The Arab plan envisaged the nomination by the High Commissioner of a 
Provisional Government consisting of seven Arabs and three Jews. This Govern- 
ment would arrange for the election of a constituent assembly charged with drawing 
up, within six months, a detailed constitution consistent with the general principles 
prescribed in the Arab proposals. Should the constituent assembly fail to complete 


its. work in six months the Provisional Government would promulgate a constitu- 


tion. When the constitution had been adopted a Legislative Assembly would be 


elected and the first head of the independent State would be appointed. — A treaty 
would.be concluded defining the future relations of His Majesty's Government and 
the Government of Palestine. : | , 


22nd September 1946 


A ship carrying 605 illegal Jewish immigrants was brought into Haifa. 


LSt UCtovuer 1LvtU0 


Informal talks aimed at lessening the tension in. Palestine were begun in 
London between the Foreign and Colonial Offices on the one hand and Jewish 
Agency leaders on the other. | | 


And October 1946 | | a | 
Tt was announced in London that the Conference on Palestine stood adjourned 
until the 16th December. | 


L Bth October 1946 


In a statement issued in Washington. President Truman, expressing deep 
regret at the adjournment of the London Conference, said ‘‘I believe and urge that 
substantial immigration mto Palestine cannot await a solution to the Palestine 
problem, and that it should begin at once. Preparations for this movement have 
already been made by this (the United States) Government and'it is ready to lend 
its immediate assistance.”’ 7 | : : | 
6th October 1946 a 

Eleven new settlements were set up on Jewish land in southern Palestine. 
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Mr Dewey, Governor of New York State, expressed the view that “not 100,000 
but several hundred thousand Jews’ * should be allowed to” enter. into Palestine. 


19th: Ootober 1946: 7 . co 

_ An! official statement released in London said that discussions with Dr Weiz- 
man and. members-of the Jewish Agency Executive regarding ‘ ‘steps. that might be 
taken to lessen the existing tension ‘in Palestine’ had been completed. 
21st. October 1946 

A ship carrying 916. Jewish illegal immigrants was intercepted by the Royal 

Navy and brought into Haifa. 
24th October 1946 


Dr Nahum Goldman of the Jewish Agency Executive said at a press con- 
conference in New York that Zionists would afford Great Britain full rights for 
military, naval and air bases in Palestine in return for an agreement establishing 
a viable Jewish State comprising the area of the Jewish State as recommended 
by the Royal Commission plus the Negeb. 


28th October 1946 


 Blections to the World Zionist Congress were held in Palestine and the Dias- 
pora. In all’ 2;158,920 votes were cast, of which 300,754 were cast in Palestine. 
The resultant party distribution of seats in the Congress was as follows :— 


Ganaral Zian * 192 
** Thud OlamiPoalei Zion (Mapai) 


Mizrahi (including Hapoel Hamizrahi) ... 
United Zionists Revisionists 
Hashomer Hatzair - 
Acdut Avoda—Poalei Zion 
Aliyah Hadasha 
Independents 
In Palestine the party distribution of seats was as follows :— 

Mapai 
Revisionists 

_ Acdut Avoda 
Hashomer Hatzair 
Hapoel Hamizrahi 
Aliyah Hadasha 
General Zionists 
Mizrahi 
Yemenite Union , 
General Zionist Workers 
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q 29th October 1946 | 

Resolutions ‘of the Tnner’ Zionist Council, which: had ‘been in session in Jeru- 
salem, reaffirmed that the only solution ‘of the twin problems of the Jewish peoples 
and of Palestine lay in the establishment of a Jewish State. The Council de- 
nounced ‘“‘bloodshed by groups of terrorists who defy national discipline and there- 
by. place themselves outside the ranks of the Jewish Community,”’ and called on 
the Yishuv to isolate the terrorists and deny them all encouragement, support and 
assistance. | | 
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30th October 1946 42 we. hey BE 

In terrorist outrages on the 29th and 30th October two British soldiers and a 
police sergeant were killed and twelve soldiers and an Arab civilian were injured. 
Jerusalem railway station was severely damaged by explosives. -_ | _ 


ae | 31st October 1946 
7 A ship carrying 1,279 J ewish illegal immigrants was brought into Haifa. 


Ath November 1946 | 


~ An official communiqué issued :in J erusalem announced that the Government 
had been informed by the Vaad Leumi that the immigration fund (whose creation 
was announced on the 9th. September, 1946) was neither administered by the Vaad 
Leumi or the Jewish local authorities nor disbursed through their medium. 
Payment of the grants-in-aid which had been suspended pending clarification of 
this matter was therefore now being resumed. | 


5th November 1946 


HAQDG VEWIBLL LCaWTLE, sees HO Tt tuna cue aecieees, “RAG 
Remez and Mr Hacohen, who had been detained under emergency powers on 
grounds of complicity in terrorism on the 29th June, were released. The following 
statement was made by the Secretary of State for the Colonies: ‘‘In view of the 
condemnation of terrorism embodied in the resolutions announced at the meeting 
on October 29th of the Inner Zionist Council, which is accepted as an earnest of the 
intention of the Jewish Agency and of representative Jewish institutions in Palestine 
to dissociate themselves entirely from the campaign of violence and to do their 
utmost to root out this evil, His Majesty’s Government have concurred in the 


release by the Palestine Government of the detained Jewish leaders’. 
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It was also announced that ‘His Majesty’s Government have now fully con- 
sidered the representations made to them by the Arab delegates to the Palestine 
Conference on the subject of the Palestinian Arabs detained in the Seychelles and 
as a gesture of goodwill at this time, when important decisions on the future. of 
Palestine are in the balance, they have decided to release these detainees and to 

ermit them to return to Palestine along with two other Arabs formerly detained in 
the Seychelles but already released on health grounds. In addition, an amnesty 
is being granted by the Palestine Government to certain other Arabs’’. 
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9th November 1946 . . 

“Four British members of the Palestine Police Force were killed by an ‘explosion 
of'a booby-trap mine in a house which ‘they were searching for hidden arms in 
Jerusalem.: - | ev  * — - an = | 
10th: November 1946 | | | | 
The railway station at Ras el Ain was destroyed in a terrorist attack which 


resulted in injuries to an Arab supernumerary policeman and to three British 
soldiers. 


12th November 1946 


It was announced that 300 certificates from the immigration quota for the 
period the 15th November—14th December would be allocated to Jewish illegal 
immigrants detained in Cyprus and that 750 certificates from the quota for the 
period the 15th December—14th January would be similarly allocated. 


13th November 1946 


Six members of the Palestine Police Force were killed and ten were injured 
in bomb outrages when a railway trolley was mined and derailed on the Lydda- 
Jerusalem line and a police vehicle was blown up by a land mine in Jerusalem. 
The foreman of a train blown upon on the Jaffa-Lydda line was also fatally injured. 


17th November 1946 


Three British policemen and a Royal Air Force Sergeant were killed and 6 
other members of the security forces were injured when a police vehicle was mined 
near Tel Aviv. 


hyuurvy 4YuvVvuvrvuvei Luzyu 


Following terrorist’ attacks on the railway system train services throughout 
Palestine were temporarily suspended. : | ; 


20th November 1946 


_ The Income Tax Office in Jerusalem was badly damaged by the detonation 
of explosive substances deposited by. terrorists. One Jewish temporary additional 
constable was fatally injured. | 
26th November 1946 a | | 

A ship, carrying 3,914 illegal Jewish immigrants was brought into Haifa by 
the Royal Navy. The transhipment of those aboard to the transports, used for the 
transfer of illegal immigrants deported to Cyprus, was fiercely resisted, the nnilitary 
escort being violently assailed with missiles. The security forces were compelled to 
open fire in’ defence of the escort, two illegal immigrants being fatally wounded. 
Thé Supreme Court issued an order nisi addressed to the Chief Secretary and six 
other respondents on an-application for a writ of habeas corpus for 1,941 persons 
mentioned by name and other persons, to a total of 3,350, believed to be on board 
the: vessel. T’he order was subsequently discharged and the illegal immigrants 


were deported to: €yprus in accordance with the normal procedure. 
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NG 29th November 1946 


It was officially announced in J erusalem that 750 illegal immigrants held in 
detention in Cyprus who were. due for release against the immigration quota for 
the period the 15th December—15th January would be forthwith transferred to 
Palestine and placed in a camp made available by the Jewish Agency. A further 
1,000 would be brought to Palestine and held in detention pending release against 
subsequent quotas. On the allocation of certificates on the 15th December to 750 
immigrants a further 750 immigrants would be brought from Cyprus. 


Qnd December 1946 
Four soldiers were killed when a military vehicle in which they were travelling 
was blown up by a land mine. 


Ath December 1946 | 
The Acting Executives of the Vaad Leumi and of the Jewish Agency issued 
a joint appeal for the cessation of terrorist outrages. 


7th December 1946 

The postponement of the resumption of the London Conference until a date in 
January was announced. The American Secretary of State appealed to Arab and 
Jewish leaders to attend the Conference and stated that in this event the United 


States would send an observer. 


8th December 1946 

News was received that a ship carrying some 800 Jews intending to immigrate 
illegally to Palestine had been wrecked on the island of Serina. Arrangements were 
made by the Government to despatch medical and other aid, both by sea or through 


he mediu a re su uently transferred 
the medium of the Royal, Air Force, and the sawn ae 


ferred to Palestine. 


9th December 1946 
The World Zionist Congress opened at Basle. 


10th December 1946 
The report of Sir Wilham FitzGerald on the municipal’ administration of 
Jerusalem was published. 


94th December 1946 

The World Zionist Congress ended at Basle without the election of a new 
Zionist Executive, which was referred to the General Zionist Congress. It was 
decided by a majority of 171 votes to 154 that the Zionist Movement would not 
participate in the London Conference ‘‘in existing circumstances’ ,-but that, if any 
change should take place in the situation, the General Zionist Council should con- 
sider the matter and decide whether to participate or not. Dr Weizman was not re- 
elected to the presidency of the Movement. The Congress rejected the ‘Morrison 
Scheme’ as ‘‘a: travesty of ‘Britain's obligation’, recorded opposition to any new 
trusteeship for Palestine, under which the establishment of .a Jewish State might 
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which the original purpose of the Mandate could be fulfilled if the Mandate ended. 
The Congress reaffirmed the political programme of the Zionist Movement in the 
following terms :— a : 
(i) that Palestine be established as a Jewish Commonwealth integrated in 
the structure of the democratic world; | 


(ii) that the gates of Palestine be opened to Jewish immigration; and 


(iii) that the Jewish Agency be vested with control of immigration into 
Palestine and with the necessary authority for the upbuilding of the country. © 


emmy 


29th December 1946 


A new Zionist Executive was established by election of the General Zionist 
Council. It comprised representatives of the General Zionists{8}, the Palestine 
Labour Party (7) and the Mizrahi (4). 


A British army major and three British non-commissioned officers were ab- 
ducted by Jewish terrorists in Tel Aviv, Nathanya and Rishon-le-Zion and flogged 
as a reprisal for the execution of a sentence of 18 strokes imposed by a military 
court on a Jewish terrorist for an offence against the Defence (Kmergency) Regula- 
tions. 


Four Jewish terrorists were captured in possession of arms when the car in 
which they were travelling attempted to rush a military road-block. 


Ist January 1947 
arising Out of the terrorist attack on the Rartiat Gan "polis SALIH & PAL Bae 
Ind January 1947 
Concerted attacks were made by Jewish terrorists on military and police instal- 
lations and personnel in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa, Kiryat Haim, Tiberias and 
Hadera. Among casualties to members of the security forces and the public one 
British officer was killed and five soldiers were injured when a carrier was blown 
up near the Haifa Bay suburb of Kiryat Haim. 
10th January 1947 
The Government of Palestine was informed of the appointment of the following 
additional members of the Arab Higher Committee :— 
Sheikh Ragheb Eff. Abu Seoud 
Izzat Eff. Darwazeh 
Ishaq Eff. Darwish al Husseini 
Muin Eff. Al Madi 
Rafiq Eff. Tamimi. 
12th January 1947 


A- vehicle loaded with explosives was driven into the security zone at Haifa 
and there exploded, causing extensive damage to the. building containing the head; 
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be prevented or postponed, and declared that a Jewish State was the only form in . 
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4 quarters of the district administration and police. ‘T'wo British constables and two 


Arab temporary: additional. constables were killed. Two British constables were 
dangerously and seven seriously injured. More than 100 persons were injured 
with varying degrees of severity. 
13th January 1947 | a 

The Arab Higher Committee accepted His Majesty’s Government’s invitation 
to participate in the London Conference on its resumption. 
20th January 1947 7 


An anti-terrorist resolution was taken by a plenary session of the Vaad Leum1, 
which declared that ‘‘the Yishuv would defend itself with the necessary force 
against domination and coercion, intimidation and.threats, the extortion of money 
and use of force against teachers and pupils, policemen, drivers and others’. 


26th January 1947 

The London Conference on Palestine resumed its sessions. The Jewish Agency 
was not represented, and no American observer was present. Representatives of 
the Arab Higher Committee, however, participated. | 

A British businessman, Mr H. A. I. Collins, was abducted by Jewish terrorists 
in Jerusalem. 
27th January 1947 | 


Judge Windham, President of the District Court of Tel Aviv, was abducted 
by armed Jewish terrorists while performing his judicial functions. 


It was officially announced that the High Commissioner had warned a Jewish 


UCIOLAVIVUIL ULLaU, ULLODD AL VULLIUD Wind vy KUBY orn sees 
within a stated period, steps would be taken to withdraw civil administration and 
facilities from certain areas, which would be placed under military control. 
28th January 1947 

Judge Windham was released by his abductors and returned to Tel Aviv un- 
hurt. 
29th January 1947 


A series of talks between the Foreign and Colonial Offices and representatives 
of the Jewish Agency opened in London. 


er ewe we ee 


Mr Collins, who was abducted by armed Jews on the 26th January, was re- 
leased by his abductors. : 
Ist February 1947 

It was announced that non-essential British civilians would shortly be evac- 
uated from Palestine. The evacuation began three days later. 
Ath February 1947 

The text of a letter addressed by the Government of Palestine to the Jewish 
Agency and the Vaad Leumi on the 3rd February, inquiring whether they were 
‘prepared within seven days to call upon the Jewish community to lend their aid 
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to the Government by cooperating with the Police and the Armed Forces in locating \.’ 


and bringing to justice the members of the terrorist groups’, was published in 
Jerusalem. | 


7th February 1947 


The British delegation at the London Conference submitted new proposals 
(the ‘‘Bevin Scheme’’), which were also communicated to the Jewish Agency, 
These provided for a five years period of British trusteeship over Palestine with 
the declared object of preparing the country for independence. The proposed terms 
of trusteeship would include provision for a substantial measure of local autonomy 
in areas delimited so as to include a substantial Arab or Jewish majority. The 
High Commissioner would retain responsibility for protecting minorities in these 
areas. At the centre the High Commissioner would endeavour to form a represen- 
tative Advisory Council. At the end of four years a constituent assembly would be 
elected. If agreement was reached between a majority of the Arab representatives 
and a majority of the Jewish representatives in this assembly, an independent State 
would be established without delay. In the event of disagreement the Trusteeship 
Council of the United Nations would be asked to advise upon future procedure. The 
trusteeship agreement would also provide for the admission of 96,000 Jewish im- 
migrants during the first two years of its operation. Thereafter the rate would be 
determined, with due regard to the principle of economic absorptive capacity, by the 
High Commissioner in consultation with his Advisory Council. In the event of 
disagreement the final decision would rest with an arbitration tribunal appointed 
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9th February 1947 


The Arab delegations to the London Conference stated that the British Go- 
verment’s proposals of the 7th February were unsuitable as a basis for discussion. 


An illegal immigrant ship carrying 664 Jews was brought into Haifa by the 
Royal Navy. The naval boarding party encountered strong opposition and was 
compelled to open fire. One illegal immigrant subsequently died from injuries 
received. 


The Vaad Leumi and Jewish Agency’s replies to the Government’s letter of 
the 8rd February were published. The former stated that ‘‘it found itself unable . . . 
to call on the Yishuv, engaged as it is in its struggle for its rights and freedoms, 
to accede to’’ the Government’s request. The Jewish Agency Executive expressed 
the view that any appeal on the lines suggested would not only be ineffective but 
would be likely to cause harm rather than good. It reiterated, however, that the 
Yishuv would resist terrorist activities with the means at its disposal. 


Three Jewish terrorists were sentenced to death by a military court for offences 
against the Defence (Emergency) Regulations committed,on the 29th December. 
These sentences were confirmed by the General Officer Commanding... 
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10th February 1947 | : os _ ee 
The Jewish Agency representatives at the conversations with the Foreign and 
Colonial Offices categorically rejected the new proposals of His Majesty’s Govern- 


ment (the ‘‘Bevin Scheme’’). 


13th February 1947 
At the fifth meeting between representatives of His Majesty’s Government 
and the Jewish Agency representatives the latter stated that they had at various 
times submitted three alternative proposals : a 
(a) that the whole of Western Palestine should be made into a Jewish 
State ; : | 
(b) that, if this was impossible, Great Britain should resume adminis- 
tration of the Mandate as it had been administered in 1937; 
(c) that, if Great Britain decided that even this was impossible, the Jews 
were willing to discuss the establishment of a viable Jewish State in an ‘ade- 
quate area of Palestine. : | 


17th February 1947 a 
A ship carrving 813 Jewish illegal immigrants was brought into Haifa by the 
Royal Navy. . 


18th February 1947 | 


ate aye Seder eniee a weep eee Ae eH THOS een eRe ere ONN at antnnN Ne inn teen tin nyehblANreda nena 2 i font en m 2 mw 
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had proved to be unworkable in practice, and t 
the two communities had been shown to be irreconcilable. It did not intend to 
recommend any particular solution. 


28th February 1947 

In a series of terrorist outrages over the weekend, which included the demoll- 
tion of the premises containing an officers’ club in Jerusalem, 20 persons—amilitary, 
police and civilian—lost their lives. 
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1st March 1947 | | 

An illegal immigrant ship carrying 1,416 Jews ran ashore near Haifa. Those 
aboard were subsequently deported to Cyprus (in accordance with the policy an- 
nounced on the 12th August, 1946) as in the case of illegal immigrants on ‘board 
vessels arrested at sea by the Royal Navy. . 


9nd March 1947 | 
‘Statutory martial law’’ was imposed on an area of the Lydda district com- 
prising Tel Aviv (with the Jewish quarters of Jaffa), Ramat Gan, Benei Beraq 
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and Petah Tiqva, and on an area of Jerusalem inhabited predominantly: by Jews. 
These areas were placed under military control and most of the normal functions 
of the civil Government within them were suspended. 


8th March 1947 


A ship carrying 601 Jewish illegal immigrants was brought into Haifa by the 


Royal Navy. 


12th March 1947 


A British soldier was killed and eight others were wounded, three seriously, 
in a terrorist attack on the Pay Corps Headquarters in Jerusalem. 


An illegal immigrant ship carrying some 800 Jewish passengers ran ashore 
on the Palestine coast. It was established that some 375 of these had escaped arrest, 
and an equivalent deduction was made from a subsequent allocation of immigration 
certificates to illegal immigrants detained in Cyprus. Those who were apprehended 
were deported to Cyprus. Over 300 who mingled with the illegal immigrants and 
decline to identify themselves as residents of Palestine were taken to Cyprus 
along with those illegal immigrants who were apprehended; they were subsequent- 
ly returned to Palestine. | 


17th March 1947 


“Statutory martial law’’ was lifted from the areas to which it had been applied 
on 2nd March. 


17th March 1947 ion , 
~ vewisu vexrorisy was sentenced to death by a military court for carrying a 


hand grenade in the vicinity of the ‘statutory martial law’’ area in Jerusalem. The 
sentence was subsequently confirmed by the General Officer Commanding. 


31st March 1947 


Damage estimated at LP.300,000 was caused by terrorist sabotage to the oil 
refineries at Haifa. | 

An illegal immigrant ship carrying some 1,577 Jewish passengers was towed 
into Haifa by the Royal Navy after a breakdown at sea. 


3rd April 1947 | 
T'wo Jewish terrorists were sentenced to death by a military court for offences 


against the Defence (Emergency) Regulations arising out of the attack on the 
Jerusalem railway station on 30th October, 1946. 


15th April 1946 


_ The Royal Navy intercepted and brought into Haifa a vessel carrying 2,623 
Jewish illegal immigrants. The naval boarding party was forced to use firearms 
When fiercely attacked. Three illegal immigrants lost their lives as a result of in- 


juries sustained and eighteen others were admitted to hospital. The boarding party 
suffered casualties, none fatal. 
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“¥ 16th April 1947 


Dov Bela Gruner, who was sentenced to death by a military court on the 1st 
January, and three other capitally convicted J ewish terrorists, were executed in 


Acre Prison. . 


Qist April 1947 _ 
The two Jewish terrorists lying under sentence of death passed by a military 
court committed suicide in J erusalem Central Prison. | 


22nd April 1947 | 
Hight persons were killed when a Cairo—Haifa train was derailed by sabotage 


near Rehovoth. 


93rd April 1947 
A ship carrying 761 Jewish illegal immigrants was brought into Haifa by 


the Royal Navy. 


26th April 1947 . 

A British police officer was murdered in Haifa by Jewish terrorists and five 
members of the security forces were killed when a truck with concealed explosives, 
which had been driven into the security compound at Sarona, blew up. 


98th April 1947 | 
The special session of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the Pal- 


estine question opened at Flushing Meadows, New York. 


4th May 1947 
— ot (@ 2 adtaals he Towich ter » : 
and subsequent clashes between the security rords opathe Central Prison at Acre 


civilians, escaped prisoners and terrorists—were killed. 251 prisoners escaped. 
17 Jewish terrorists and suspected terrorists were captured. 


12th May 1947 
Two British policemen were shot and killed in a Jerusalem street. 


15th May 1947 
The special session of the General Assembly concluded with the appointment of 
a, Special Committee of representatives of eleven States-members with the following 


principal terms of reference :— 


(i) The Special Committee shall have the widest powers to ascertain and 
record facts, and to investigate all questions and issues relevant to the problem 


of Palestine. 


(ii) The Committee shall conduct investigations in Palestine and wherever 
it may deem useful, receive and examine written or oral testimony, whichever 
appropriate in each case, from the mandatory Power, from 


it may consider 
from Governments and from 


representatives of the population of Palestine, 
such organizations and individuals as it may deem necessary. 
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(iii) The Committee shall give most careful consideration to the religious’ ~ 
interests in Palestine of Islam, Judaism.and Christianity. — oat ee 

(iv) Fhe Committee shall prepare a report to the General Assembly and 
shall submit such proposals as it may consider appropriate for the solution of 
the problem of Palestine. : 


(v) The Committee’s report shall be communicated to the General Secre- 
tary not later than the 1st September, 1947. 


15th May 1947 

Two British officers were killed and two other British members of His Majes- 
ty’s Forces: were injured while dismantling a mine on the railway. Two trains 
were damaged by the explosion of mines. 


17th May 1947. | Se | 
An illegal immigrant ship with 1,420 passengers was brought into Haifa. 


21st May 1947. | | 

A band of armed Jews attacked a café in the Arab village of Fajja near Petah 
Tiqva, shooting one Arab dead, wounding seven others and placing explosive charges » 
in the premises. A second band attacked an Arab encampment in the same locality 
and shot one Arab dead. A communication to the Hebrew press, by the Hagana, 
stated that these attacks were ‘‘an action against murderers’’, a number of Arab 
armed brigands having been seen concentrating in the two places attacked. 
93rd May 1947 

His Majesty’s Government addressed to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations a letter requesting him to appeal to all member States to take the strictest 
precautions to prevent the transit through their territory and the departure from their 
ports of Jews attempting to enter Palestine illegally. This letter was forwarded 
by the Secretary-General to members of the United Nations on the 29th May. 


24th May 1947 
An illegal immigrant ship carrying 1,459 Jewish passengers was brought into 
Haifa. 
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26th May 1947 
The United Nations Special Committee on Palestine held its first meeting in 
New York. 7 


27th May 1947 . 
_- Ramle railway station was severely damaged by sabotage. Two trains were 
blown up by mines. 
31st May 1947 

The Royal Navy escorted into Haifa an illegal immigrant ship carrying 399 
Jewish passengers. 
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“4th June 1947 | 
Two trains were damaged by the explosion of mines on-the permanent. way. 


5th June 1927 _ : : 
The railway station at Athlit was damaged by explosive charges deposited by 
Jewish saboteurs. . 


9th June 1947 
Two British members of the Palestine Police Force were abducted by armed 
Jews from a swimming pool near Ramat Gan. 


10th June 1947 

‘The two British policemen abducted on the 9th. June were recovered unharmed 
when the security forces cordoned the J ewish settlement of Kiryat Shaul. 

The Jewish Agency protested against the circulation to members of the United 
Nations of His Majesty’s Government’s letter to the Secretary-General dated the 
93rd May regarding the prevention of Jewish illegal immigration into‘ Palestine. 


. Copies of the protest were transmitted by the Secretary-General to the chairman of 


the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine. 


14th June 1947 | 


Members of the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine began to 
arrive in’ Palestine. 7 ' 


WOONOT ‘3914330 GY093A D1GNd 3HL JO LHDIBAdOO 


Q ee 


CHAPTER Il 
Notes ON STATEMENTS BY JEWISH WITNESSES. - 
(The references are to the records made by the Committee). 


A. Mr M. Shertok (Eighth meeting, 17th June) 


1. “In only 5 per cent of Palestine ‘were the Jews free to buy 
land”. (Page 2). | 


The Beersheba sub-district, containing what is commonly known as the Negeb, 
is approximately 48 per cent of Palestine, of its area of 12,576 square kilometres 
only some 1,640 square kilometres are regarded as cultivable. (See Survey, Vol. I, 
p- 368-71). The area known by the Government as the Negeb is the uncultivable 
area bounded on the north by a line running roughly through Aslu). 


The areas of the Zones prescribed by the Land Transfers Regulations, 1940. 
are :— mo 


Zone A - 16,680 square kilometres 
Zone B  - : ~~=~8,348 square kilometres 
‘Free Zone’ : 1,292 square kilometres. 


The areas owned by Jews in the three zones are approximately equal. (See 
Survey, Vol. I, p. 243). The Jews hold over 15 per cent of the cultivable area of 


Paleatine. mostly on the plains, where the best land hes. 
In regard to statements that no State Vomain lana 18 auvcaueu wo vers, + 


should be mentioned that 190 square kilometres of State Domain lands are leased 
to Jews. ' . 
2. “Arab tenants, when they had to be removed, were in every 
case re-settled elsewhere’. (Page 3). 


Re-settlement of dispossessed Arabs has been carried out by the Government 
and in some cases by the Palestine Jewish Colonisation Association. But in 
areas where there has been large Jewish buying, such as in the Haifa District, 
Eastern Galilee and Beisan, there are numbers of landless Arabs for whom the 
Government is still endeavouring to find land for cultivation. Certain Arab villages 
have disappeared, and it is a fact that in some districts further Jewish settlement 


will cause landless Arabs. . 


B. MrD. Ben Gurion (Sixteenth meeting, 4th July). 

3. The general theme of Mr Ben Gurion’s statements is an attack on Britain 
and a charge of failing to fulfil international pledges. He says (on page 61 of 
his evidence) that the Administration in Palestine and London were biased against 
the Mandate from the beginning and did everything they could to obstruct it. 
The fact that the National Home could never have been established without the 
direct assistance and support that Britain has given to it, with the expenditure of 
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Vovitish resources and British lives, apparently requires to be restated, in those 


simple terms. | The denial of this fact, the concealment of the truth and the failure 
to recognise that there was ever any reason for not granting the most extreme 
Jewish demands in the face of bitter opposition from the inhabitants of the country 


must appear to all impartial observers as at least a gross self-deception. 


In fact, the part played by the Administration in establishing the National 
Home was essential and. considerable. Had it not been forthe defence of Palestine 
undertaken by the Mandatory during the 1939-45 war, the National Home would 
have disappeared. That defence, with the responsibilities of feeding and supplying 
the people of Palestine, was for a long period undertaken by the. British Common- 
wealth alone. / : 


It has been suggested that certain laws enacted by the Palestine Government 
have no legal validity because of conflict with the Mandate or otherwise. — | 

On the 25th April, 1920, the Principal Allied Powers agreed to entrust to His 
Britannic Majesty the Mandate for Palestine. The terms of the Maiidate itself 
were not determined until later and after consultation with the United States of 
America. They were finally defined by the Council of the League of Nations at 
London on the 24th July, 1922. . - _ 

The provisions of the Mandate constituted a covenant between His Majesty 
and the Principal Allied Powers, but like the provisions of any other treaty or 
convention it would not ‘tself be a law capable of enforcement by the Courts. 
Such international obligations can only be enforced by the enactment of suitable 


legislation in the territory concerned. What ;3 suitable or necessary in this respect. . | 


wn ak tan aeritaht lr ha determined i 1S] ( : 
if the provisions do not carry vy, the authorit y responsible for the enactment ’ but 


Powers concerned would no doubt make suitable representations. By order of His 
Majesty in Council made under the authority of the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890, 
His Majesty established the Palestine Government and gave to the High Com- 
missioner such legislative powers as appeared necessary for the task entrusted to 
him. If these arrangements did not fulfil the obligations involved in the selection 
of His Majesty as Mandatory by the Principal Allied Powers and the terms of the 
Mandate, diplomatic representations would no doubt have been made by the 
Powers concerned. In fact, no ‘such representations have ever ‘been received. 
There is no legislation in force in Palestine today that is not authorised by those 
Orders in Council. - SO 

4. “.... The Anglo-American Committee of Enquiry last year, 

which was publicised beforehand as a tremendous achievement 

by the present Government in London, and whose Unanimous 

recommendations were later shelved contemptuously by that 

same Government’. (Page 2). - 2 

The British Government were not prepared to approve the recommendations 

of the Anglo-American Committee except as a whole. The views of the United 
States Government on these ‘recommendations have been made known and no 
further comment is necessary, particularly on the word ‘‘contemptuously.”’ 
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4 | 
.. mternationally: guaranteed pledges given to the Jewish people 
_, the Balfour Declaration.” (Page 18). 


It is a common feature of presentations of the Jewish case to overlook the 
elementary fact that the Mandate also imposed specific obligations towards the 
Arabs, and with regard to the Holy Places, and the general obligations to give 
effect to Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations. Both Jewish claims 
and Arab claims were subject to the rights of others. In the view of the Royal 
Commission the forcible conversion of Palestine into a Jewish State against the 
will of the Arabs would clearly have violated the spirit and intention of the Mandate 
system. (Royal Commission, Report, page 42). 


6. “The Permanent Mandates Commission . ... declared un- 
animously that ‘‘the policy set out in the White Paper was not 
in accordance with the interpretation which... . the Commis- 
ston had always placed upon the Palestine Mandate.’’ 
(Page 31). 
The statement as it stands is true, but the Commission went on to say that 


this did not mean that such an interpretation was necessarily contrary to the 
Mandate. . 


In its report to the Council of the League the Commission stated that four 
of its members ‘‘did not feel able to state that the policy of the White Paper was 
in conformity with the mandate’ and that the other three members considered ‘‘that 
existing circumstances would justify the policy of the White Paner nrawidaa 11... 
meas Meets 
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7. “Palestine is now the only place in the civilised world where 
racial discrimination still exists in law’’. (Page 33). 


In the British Commonwealth there are many countries where, in the interests 
of the native inhabitants and present owners of the land, the sale of land to im- 
migrant races, including the British people themselves, in prohibited. The control 
of immigration by laws imposing quotas is also a recognised practice. 


8. Illegal Immigration. (Pages 36-48). 
These pages omit any reference to two facts :— 
(a) no other country would accept Jewish immigrants ; 


(b) since 1935 the entry of every Jew into Palestine has evoked the most 
bitter protests from the Arabs. | | 


Ten years ago (as many Jews have forgotten and many perhaps, have never known) 
Jewish immigrants entered Palestine under the protection of British troops and 
continued to seek that protection. Without it they could not have entered. 


In organizing illegal immigration into Palestine the Jews have defied the law 
of Palestine and of other countries from which this traffic has been carried on. 
It is no answer to this to say that the law is unacceptable or that it is illegal, when 
it is not. In maintaining the law against these attempts to break it the Admin- 
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*) eration has been compelled to commit itself to further expenditure of its resources 


on deportations and the maintenance of camps in Cyprus, 
a sum that may amount to £3 000,000. | 

9. ‘The Government embarked. on a system of oppression 

which turned. Palestine into a police state’. (Page 44). . | 
The introduction of the Emergency Regulations in 1937 was, in fact, welcomed 
by the Jews, since their immediate purpose was to provide powers for dealing with 
the Arab disturbances. The Administration was frequently pressed by the Jews 
to. enforce them against Arab law-breakers, to impose collective fines and generally 
exercise the drastic powers which the Regulations provide. The case for the Re- 
gulations was never questioned by the Jews until, as a result of Jewish lawlessness ; 
the powers conferred by them had to be used against Jews. The reference on page 
51 to ‘‘the spirit of the regime and the virtual lawlessness which it has established 
in this country’’ overlooks this fact. The Administration has never. admitted that 
there should be one law for the Arabs and another for the Jews. Crime and law- 
lessness in both communities have been dealt with by application of the same laws. 
The power of Press Censorship is not used to prevent publication of criticism 

of the Administration. This will be clear to any reader of the Palestine Press. It 1s, 
however, used to prevent the publication of news calculated to inflame racial pas- 
sions, and its necessity has been recently demonstrated by the amount of such 
material which, during the Committee’s visit to Palestine, has been kept out of 
the Arab press. - 

10. ‘The Administration has openly confessed its hostility to 

the Mandate’. (Page 61). . | 


costing. in 1946.and 1947 
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| Ot gg ee inietration’ morandum, which 
sets out the difficulties experienced by the Administration: It tus sh erection Scat 


discharge the conflicting obligations of the Mandate and nowhere expresses like or 
dislike. It is noteworthy that the memorandum has been criticised by the Arabs 
on the opposite ground that it reveals the alliance between Britain and Zionism. 
11. ‘‘It would be interesting to know what are the special pri- 
vileyes accorded to Jews in Palestine. Is it that, as His 
Excellency the High Commissioner has mentioned the other 
week, the Jews pay 710 per cent of the taxes while the Arabs get. 
approximately 70 per cent of the services?’’. (Page 63). | 

No such statement was made. What the High Commissioner said on the 
occasion referred to was that between 60 per cent and 70 per cent of the reyenue 
was paid by Jews; of the allotment to education which is made proportionately to 
the numbers of children of school age of each community, about 69 per cent goes 
tothe Arabs. (See also paragraph 12 of this chapter). 

One of the privileges possessed by Palestine Jews is that they have been able 
to draw: on very large financial. resources available to Jewry as a result of its 
activities in other countries. Without the use of these resources the National 
Home could not have been established nor maintained in its present form. These 
‘resources are not available: to the Arabs. | 
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C. Mr F. Bernstein (Seventeenth meeting, 6th July). 


12. ‘‘The British Government used and uses Jewish tax money 
largely for Arab development’. ( Page 16). 


It has been suggested in evidence before the Committee that as little as one- 
third of the public expenditure in Palestine is devoted to the Jewish community, 
in spite of the fact that this community pays two-thirds of the total revenue. 
There have also been comments in the Press in this sense. In the circumstances 
it is desirable to analyse the expenditure’ in relation to the actual facts. While 
it would not be possible to carry out a strictly accurate analysis owing to certain 
factors not being susceptible to mathematical analysis, it 1s nevertheless possible 
to make a reasonably accurate assessment. | 


In the first place, it has certainly been shown that the Jews contribute sub- 
stantially more than the Arabs towards revenue. At p. 578 of the ‘‘Survey of 
Palestine’ it is recorded that the Jews pay 63 per cent of the taxes. There is 
no reason to believe that this percentage has since been varied. It will be recalled, 
however, that Mr Kaplan, in his evidence before the Committee, stated that the 
Jews paid ‘‘more than three times that of the Arabs.’’ This statement is not 
supported by the statistics. The reasons for the substantial Jewish contribution 
in taxes, in relation to their numbers, need no elaboration here. 


A general analysis of the public expenditure as provided for in the 1947/48 
Estimates shows that the Jewish community benefits from approximately 
£P 7) 000 less than the Arabs out of a total expenditure of £P.245 million. The 
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derate in the case of some social and development services, and the benefits to 
the Jews preponderate in others. In the former category are Agriculture, Hduca- 
tion, Health, Social Welfare and Veterinary, in respect of which the Arab 
community receives, on an average, two-thirds of the benefits. This balance is 
reversed in the case of benefits derived from the Co-operative Societies Depart- 
ment; Department of Commerce and Industry; Broadcasting ; Postal ; Telegraph 
and Telephone services, and Road communications. In addition, statistics over 
the last five to ten years show that the Jewish community, by virtue of its better 
organisation, etc., in local administration, has received the lion’s share of grants- 
in-aid and loans from public funds. In the calculations, which result in a clear 
indication that the Jews receive almost exactly half the benefits of public expend- 
iture, account has been taken of the fact that Jewish terrorism is at present 
responsible for all.expenditure on security (i.e. Police and Prisons) in excess of 
what may be regarded as normal. 
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With the exceptions mentioned above all expenditure on administrative and 
departmental services has been calculated as benefiting the respective communities 
in direct ratio to population statistics, that is to say, as 2 is to 1 in favour of 
the Arabs... | 7 | 
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In this connection it is of interest to note the following :— 
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(a) During the last seven years, in respect of which figures for loans to 
Local Authorities (Municipalities and Local Councils) are readily available, 
the Jews have benefited from .77 per cent of the funds thus employed. 

(b) Of the total recent allocation of special loan funds (from Bearer Bond 
Issues) amounting to £P.2,288,000, for ex-servicemen’s housing and other 
ee purposes, the Jewish local authorities have benefited as to 89 per cent of the 
os / total. This balance will, of course, be adjusted as soon as further allocations 

| are made and the Arab local authorities are in a position to submit sound 
development schemes, but it. serves to illustrate the considerable use of public 
funds from which the Jews have benefited. | | 
(c) Over the period of the last ten years, Jewish local authorities have 
“ received 62 per cent of the outright grants-in-aid from public funds. 
In all the above examples it has been assumd that, in the case of a mixed 
municipality, the benefits derived have been equally shared as between Jews and 
Arabs. | 
13. “The customs tariff of Palestine 1s built on purely fiscal 
lines’. (Page 21). | 

The history of steps taken to assist industrial development through the 
medium of the Customs Tariff is summarised in Section 11, pages 1252-1262 of 
Vol. ILI of the Survey of Palestine. It is not a fact that the Customs Tariff of 
Palestine is built on purely fiscal lines. The tariff has a two-fold purpose : 


(i) to provide revenue, as in all other countries, and 


(ii) to foster and protect industrial development by exempting raw 
materials from payment of customs duties as far as possible, and by imposing 


ee aes bo Teed Tahaan] mannfantnrera 


The tariff has been built up and amended year by year in response to ad hoc re- 
presentations from industry. In general, the attitude of the Administration has 

- been to grant protection where merited in each individual case, subject, of course, 
to the protective duty not being so high as to increase unduly the cost of living 
to the detriment of the majority of the inhabitants. Regard has also been had to 
other considerations such as beneficial effects or otherwise on the employment 
position. | 


There was in existence before the war a Standing Committee for Commerce 
and Industry which included representatives of the public, but this Committee 
has been in abeyance since 1941 and a recent intention to revive it was postponed 
in view of the Jewish Agency’s policy of ‘“‘non-co-operation.’’ Its terms of reference 
and constitution are at page 1067 (Vol. II) of the Survey of Palestine. During 
the war years its functions were undertaken by the War Supply Board and the 
War Economic Advisory Council. 

The following are some of the principal raw materials exempted from customs 
duty :— . 

Barley, maize, malt, cocoa, hops, asphalt, clay and other non-metalliferous 

mining and quarry products; cotton, fibres, wool, certain oils and oil-seeds. hides 
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and skins, paper-making materials, rubber, rough diamonds, bottles and jars, uny 


finished optical glass, pig iron and other iron and steel manufactures, lead. ingots, 
pins, etc., for artificial teeth; printer’s type, unwrought tin, zinc ingots, agricul- 
tural machinery, cotton yarn, woollen and worsted yarn, silk yarn, acids and other 
chemicals, celluloid sheets, machinery and equipment imported for citrus. products. 

The exemption list is, in fact, an unusually long one. : : 

As regards: articles wholly or mainly manufactured, the position is, as stated 
above, that the rates of duty have been designed only in part to yield revenue. They 
are lowered or increased from time to time on representations from industries, in 
accordance with the degree of protection or assistunce which appears to be ap- 
propriate. It is necessary, ‘of course, also to have regard to the desirability not to 
increase the cost of living by additional duties without good justification. It is on 
these principles: that the Standing Committee for Commerce and Industry con- 
sidered their recommendations. Certain imported goods are essential and are not 
produced in Palestine; duties in these cases have admittedly been levied for 
revenue purposes. As regards sugar, the duty at present is not 48 per cent but 
33 per cent. 

‘Tractors are not subject to any duty at all, if for agricultural purposes. All 
agricultural machinery is exempt from duty. It might be mentioned that sur- 
charges on motor cars which varied from LP.50 to LP.240 according to value were 
removed, together with all other surcharges, early in 1947 as a measure to help in 
reducing the cost of living. 
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of Article 18 of the Mandate in this connection. | 


14. ‘Import licences have been granted with special liberality 
for industrial consumer goods that were also produced in this 
country’. (Page 22). 7 


The fact is that the policy has been to issue licences freely for all goods re- 
quired except that — | | | 

(i) in the case of hard currency areas, imports must be restricted for 
currency reasons on the basis of ‘‘essentiality’’ ; 

(ii) in the case of most commodities in short supply, such as cereals, 
sugar, oils and fats, the Government (through the Government Agents) is 
the sole importer, and, in a world of ‘shortages, endeavours to obtain as-much 
as it can to meet local requirements. 

To have restricted closely imports of consumer goods during the immediate post- 
war period, when there has been so much spending power in the community could 
only have aggravated the strong inflationary tendencies, with an attendant adverse 
effect upon local industry by further increasing costs of production, and would 
also have brought about widespread black market conditions. : 

15. ‘The Government displayed no concern whatsoever about 

providing us with imports of raw materials and machinery. at 

low world-market prices’’. (Page 22). . 
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4, This is, in part, answered by the preceding paragraph, but, as“regards raw 


materials and foodstuffs in short supply, it has been one of .the principal and. most 
difficult pre-occupations of Government to press continuously and vigorously the 
supply authorities, — mainly the International Emergency Food Council © m 
Washington, for the allocation of. foodstuffs, commodities and raw materials in 
short supply, to meet the needs of the population. It can be said that in relation 
to most other countries, Palestine has been kept reasonably well supplied with 
food and materials. The statement quoted implies—and_ this _ misunderstanding 
is widely shared—that, as part of policy, Palestine. obtains its raw. materials at high 


prices instead of at the lowest world market prices. , This.is quite untrue. tn s9 


far as licences are liberally and freely issued to the public for imports, the. prices 
are those charged to the importer; and the price is a matter of arrangement or 
bargaining between the importer and the supplier. In so far as imports are made 
by the Government, namely, commodities in short supply, the price is determined 
by the exporting country. It is the I.E.F.C. in Washington which determines 
which country or countries shall supply ‘‘short-list”’ commodities to Palestine. 
Some loading areas are cheaper than others. If the I.H.F.C. arranged for 
Palestine to obtain all its requirements from the cheapest loading areas, other 
countries would have had to obtain their supplies from the more expensive loading 
areas, which, of course, would amount to unduly. favourable treatment of Palestine 
to the detriment of other countries. | | 


On the whole it is believed that Palestine is not treated unfairly by the 
LE.F.C. in the matter of allocation of loading areas. | | 


16. High Cost of Living. (Page al). ae 


This Government, like any other, has made strenuous efforts to reduce the 
cost of living. This is the purpose of the liberal policy in import licensing of 
consumer goods (against which the witness protests), subsidisation of foodstufis, 
the annual expenditure on which is still well in excess of £P.1 million, and a full 
price control machinery, which is still in operation. However, there are two all 
important factors over which the Government has little or no control, namely 
the surplus purchasing power still in evidence as a result of a war-time prosperity 
largely derived from the presence and needs of the armed forces, and, secondly, 
the rising world cost of certain principal foodstuffs in respect of which Palestine 
is dependent upon imports (e.g. grain and vegetable oil products). The effect 
of these important factors upon the high cost of living is, moreover, enhanced by 
the high wage policy of Trade Union organisations, the impetus of ‘which derives 
solely from. the Jewish community. 


The statement that ‘‘The United Kingdom now allocates to itself supplies at 
half the price of the supplies that it allocates to Palestine’ is untrue. As already 
éxplained, these allocations are made by the International Emergency Food Council 
and not: by the United Kingdom. Prices in the United Kingdom are lower owing 
to a much broader subsidization policy than is practicable in Palestine. | 
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17. Gift Dollars. - (Page 32). : a ee 

The arrangement with the Jewish Agency regarding gift dollars gan only be 
regarded as a considerable concession to one part of the community in unusual 
circumstanées, in spite of the general policy of controls in force throughout the 
sterling area. Even had the concession been’ less substantial it would have been 
one conferring a benefit upon the Jewish section of the community ‘at a time when 
the non-Jewish section of the community was not in a position to reap similar 
benefits. So far as Government is aware, moreover, the arrangement has worked 
to the satisfaction of the Jewish Agency, with the exception of a short period 


during which its interpretation was in doubt. An Arab firm has recently challenged, 


unsuccessfully, the legality of the gift dollar arrangement. 

It should be recorded that, apart from the release of an appreciable amount 
in dollars annually for essential imports from the United States of America, hard 
currency has been released for imports of wheat and flour from Canada, and 
Palestine has also been enabled to purchase in sterling from Britain certain goods, 
particularly manufactured tobacco, for which Britain had previously paid in dollars 
or other hard currency. Furthermore, Palestine has received appreciable imports 
from Britain, which could otherwise have earned hard currency for the latter by 
export, e.g. to North America instead of to Palestine. | 

The position may be summarised as follows : 


(1) The dollars accruing to the sterling bloc through Palestine fall into two 
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A. Dollars received from sale of Palestine products (mainly diamonds) 
in the U.S.A. | 
B. Dollar remittances from the U.S.A. for which Palestine exports nothing. 
These are composed of : | 
(1) That part of the Jewish Agency gift dollars fund collected .in 
the U.S.A. which the Agency elects to remit here for their expenses, etc. 
(2) Contributions to other institutions in Palestine (e.g. the Hebrew 
University) and remittances to individuals. 


(2) The sterling bloc does Nor, of course, receive those dollars which are 
allocated for the financing of Jewish Agency imports, as the dollars involved are 
paid out of the. fund in the U.S.A. against compensatory sterling payments by 
importers to the Jewish Agency here. | | 

(83) On the debit side (i.e. the dollars which Palestine spends out of sterling 
bloc resources) there are two items : 

A. Dollars made available by local control to pay for imports, for travel 
purposes and for remittances. | | 

B. Dollars made available by United Kingdom control for those purchases 
made by the Crown Agents.on behalf of this Government and its departments. 

The total under paragraph (1) above amounted in 1946 to £8} million worth 
of dollars. : _ 
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d The total under paragraph (3)A above amounted in 1946 to £52 million worth 
of,dollars. pe mo Cp oe 
The total under paragraph. (3)B above is as yet unknown: a 
Only that portion, of the’ fund which the Jewish Agency considers it DESTRABLE 
to bring to Palestine ever comes into: the sterling pool. : mE 
Two large amounts never come intothe pool: 


(a) those used to finance imports under the approved gift. dollar scheme; | 


| (b) those which remain in the Jewish Agency’s dollar account in. New. 
York. | ee a 


18. Fuel Prices. (Page 33). | a ae | 
The prices quoted in respect of benzine bear little relation to the facts, which 
are as follows. In Palestine the retail price per gallon’ is now 165 mils; but, 
after deducting the 13 mils temporary increase, the real price Under present condi- 
tions is 152 mils per gallon. After deducting duty the net price is 52 mils per 
gallon. The comparative figures for the United Kingdom are as follows : 
(quoted in mils) | —_ | a | 
Retail price to the consumer—96. mils; deduct duty 37 mils; result = 
59 mils net price. © De : 3 
Whereas, admittedly, benzine has been used as a convenient medium for sub- 
stantial indirect taxation, it should be pointed out that the duty on kerosene is 
less than 5 mils per gallon, and that there is at present no duty on fuel oils. The 
latter | is Purposely designed as ail aid to Palestinian industry, and the almost 
endjrect in that it helps to keep down the cost of living amongst the poorer seehons 
of the community, who constitute the labour force of local industry. | 
With regard to the price formula by which net oil prices are fixed, this is at 
present under review. It is relevant. to recall, however, that, had it not been for 
the oil concessions; to which objection is taken by Mr Bernstein, Palestine’s 
economic position would have been disastrous during the war. Coal was. virtually 
unobtainable owing to shipping difficulties; and as.a result of these concessions, 
‘industry was not only maintained, but considerably expanded to the advantage of 
the entire population. Notwithstanding the absence of coal the supply of’ electric 
power has increased three-fold since 1939. 
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Sales of Electric Power (in thousands of kilowatt-hours). 
1989... eee ett 37,866 
1942 2... 00 we _ wee wee 54,580 
1943... _ ves ves ... 66,356. 
1944... _ bee ves ... 81,446 
1945... ves ves _ ... 85,640 
1946... bee _ _ ... 112,901 
1947 (4 months) ... «ss 48,281 
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19. The Arab. Boycott, (Page 35). — 


From the very inception of the boycott, strong representations have been 
made to and by His Majesty’s Government. The’ facts are’ that imports from the 
boycotting countries. increased from LP.7.8 million in. 1945 to LP.8.5 million in 
1946, while exports form Palestine to those States decreased from LP.3.5 in 1945 
to LP.1.2 million in 1946. The increase in imports is due. mainly to the fact 
that Palestine is far from self-sufficient in foodstuffs and other essental com- 


qodities; and in a world of shortages, Palestine has no alternative but to import 


essential supplies from wherever possible. This very fact is likely, in future years, 


to react to the disadvantage of the boycotting countries when world supplies become 


abundant and available for import into Palestine in lieu of imports from. surround- 
ing States. For these reasons, and having regard to the political causes which 
gave rise to the boycott, it has not been considered appropriate to institute any 
retaliatory measures. | | oe | 
 D. Mr L. Kaplan. (Seventeenth meeting; 6th July). 

90. ‘‘ The posttion as regards water resources was equally char- 

acterised by imprecision. Please note that this uncertainty and 

iniprecision still holds good in the minds of the Government after 

27 years of its rule in the country’. (Page 47). : 


The Government has carried out, through its Irrigation Service, a suitable 
programme of investigations into the water resources of the country. Though the 
go-oneration of Jewish bodies in this programme has been welcomed, the predomin- 

" : eee pears Siar eo ee a re ; A = ne tha awant, urharaahc 7: 
quantity and quality of water under the ground, the store of information at (over: 
ment’s disposal is certainly Jarger than that in any other hands; the Government, 


nevertheless, cannot claim that its knowledge is precise. 


The information collected by the Government in regard to surface resources 
is sufficient to enable it to proceed with the construction of schemes. The Govern- 
ment is no less anxious than anyone to see the country’s water resources exploited 
and properly used. Had it not been for the lack of the necessary legislation to 
settle water rights and to control the distribution of the water, some of these schemes 
might already have been executed. : 


Q1.. ‘ If we-take only the rural population, we have a ratio as 
between Jewish and Arab popoulation of 1 to 5 in Palestine as 
compared with a ratio of cultivated land of 1 to 10’’. (Page 48). 


| The ratio of J ewish-owned to Arab-owned cultivable land is 1 to 6.5, the differ- 
ence between cultivated and cultivable land being insignificant ‘in this connection. 


99. ‘In the neighbourhood of Beersheba, on a plateau three 
- hundred metres above sea level, we are trying a different system 
of water supply'— that of underground. storage. By building a 
number of lower dams, we are trying to stop the fast-flow of flood 
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. y water and to recharge the underground basin. Experiments have 


shown that by this method an accumulation of millions of cubic 
metres of water is possible’. (Page 62). | 


Most underground water is rain water which has sunk into the earth until it 
has come to a stratum through which it cannot permeate, and along which it may 
flow. In one or two places in the world, the idea has been conceived of trying to 
increase the percolation of rain-fall in certain areas underneath which there are 
known to be water-bearing strata. The experiments referred to in this evidence 
are presumably experiments made in some other country. Of course millions of 
cubic metres of’ storm water do percolate from the wadis into the underground, but 
unfortunately where such water has been tapped in the Negeb, it has generally 
been found to be saline. | | 


93. ‘* We are trying a third method of bringing water from. a 
distance, and you have seen the work done at Nir Am and our 
water pipeline, that may soon cover a distance of 164 kilometres. 
The cost of the water through the pipeline will be, in its first stage, 
about 16 mils per cubic metre. But again we are still in the stage 
of experimentation. Higher than average water costs are justified 
in this arid zone’’. (Page 62). 


This scheme is, it is understood, not claimed by the. Jewish Agency to be 
economic. For irrigation purposes the capital cost in its present stage would. appear 
to be in the neighbourhood of £P.300 to £P.500 an acre and the annual cost of the 
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a water supply scheme for irrigation purposes, at such a cost. It is also worthy 
of note that schemes such as this involving the abstraction of water from one area, 
‘and its despatch to another. and distant area will always raise the question of the 
rights of the inhabitants of the area from which it is abstracted. This question, 
of course, has to be duly considered. | 


Moreover, there is an acute shortage of pipes for the extension of irrigation in 
Palestine. If the 3,800 tons of 6-inch piping, which are being used by the Jewish 
Agency for this experiment, had been used to irrigate Jewish-owned land in other 
parts of Palestine which lie close to water supplies which it is known can be de- 
veloped, it should have been possible to convert a larger area of non-irrigated land 


- to irrigated land, and to supply water to them at a rate far lower than 16 mils per 


cubic metre. The-‘‘Negeb’’ pipeline scheme of the Jewish Agency in its ‘present 
stage is effecting the settlement of only some hundreds of additional Jews on the land 
and converting to irrigation only a few thousand dunums of dry-farming land. The 
Jewish Agency has stated that the income-producing capacity of one dunum of 
irrrigated land is five times as high as that of one dunum of other land (p. 121 of 
Mr Horwitz’s evidence on 4th July). It would seem to follow that if the pipes 
and other capital now being used for an expensive experiment in the Beersheba 
sub-district had been used instead on Jewish lands in northern Palestine the absorp- 
tive capacity of the land already in Jewish ownership could have been increased 
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immediately to a far. greater extent than.is possible in the Beersheba area when 
the water sources are more distant.:. — 


24. ‘I turn now to the second of our stultifying legends—that 
of the scarcity of water in Palestine. About. forty years ago, in 
— 1908, the Zionist Organization started its colonising work in. this 
country... There was then not a single modern well in Palestine. 
About. fifteen years later, the total irrigated area in Palestine was 
about thirty thousand to forty thousand dunums. Now the area: 
under irrigation totals four hundred and fifty thousand. dunums,. 
which means that in the last twenty-five years the area has in- 
creased more than ten-fold. But we are confident. that it is 
possible to increase the irrigated area further to an amount total- 


ling at least eight times as much as in now irrigated’’. (Page 
67a). 3 a 


There has admittedly been an increase’ in the irrigated area, mostly in that 
irrigated by water pumped from underground... The impression given here that the 
increase in the irrigated area has been due solely to Zionist endeavour is mislead- 
ing. Two-thirds of the present irrigated area in the coastal plain, where the water 
is pumped from wells for the citrus groves, half of which are in Arab hands. Of 
the total area irrigated in Palestine, which ig about 500 square kilometres, 230 are 
estimated to be Jewish and 270 Arab. The Government of Palestine also has taken 
a-hand in the development of irrigation; see section 2 of Chapter X, of Volume I, 
of the Survev of Palestine. : ' 

Nothing has come to light which would cause the Government to take a more 
favourable view of the possibilities of irrigation than that indicated in paragraph 77 
(page 414) of Chapter X of the Survey. No assured supply of water has yet been 
discovered, either'in the investigations so far made by the competent Government 
Department or by any other investigators, to make possible the irrigation of more 
than two million dunums, including the half million already irrigated. As an 
economic proposition it is not possible in the Government’s view to do much more ~ 
than double the existing area. : 
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20. “'I understand now that the Hays-Savage. scheme is con- 
tested, in some particulars, by the Palestine Government’s water 
officers. We proposed fifteen months ago that a round-table 
conference should be held where the American experts and the 
water officers of the Palestine Government would be brought 
together in order to. clear up the..differences of opinion. Some 
members. of the Anglo-American Committee heard the explana- .— : 
tions of Messrs Hays and Savage (see “The Jewish. Case’, | \ 
page 612), but I regret to. state that the Government. representa- 
tives. did not, appear.at. that meeting and up. till now most of the 
criticism of the Government has been kept secret’. (Page 68)... 
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- Qe. The: circumstances of Mr Hays’ stay in Palestine and of Mr Savage’s visit 
will be found set forth on pages 411 and 412, (paragraphs 73 to 79) in Chapter X 
of the Survey of Palestine, Vol. I. ne | | 
‘The Palestine Government has never received any application from the Jewish 
Agency proposing that their American experts should confer with the officers of 
the Government irrigation authority and discuss the proposed scheme. It would 
appear that if certain members of the Anglo-American Committee met Messrs 
Hays and Savage, they did not ask the representatives of Government to be . 
present on the occasion. 7 - 


As stated in Chapter X of the Survey, the data on which the American ex- 
perts were relying have never been compared with the official records nor the 
method of their use and application discussed with the Government authority. 
The Government has never been given by the Jewish Agency any information 
regarding the project, or received any application that the proposals might be ‘con- _ = : ; 
sidered by the Government, as a proposition for consideration, adoption and | | 
execution. It is understood from evidence given that a revised scheme has now 
been prepared by. Mr Savage; Government was not previously aware of this and 
has not so far received a, copy of this scheme. : - 


| The Jewish Agency refer to further calculations prepared by the Agricultural 
Research Institute from which the conclusion is drawn that the figure of 24 million 
-dunums mentioned by Mr Hays could ‘be increased to 3.3 million. The -Pales- 
time Government has not been shown these calculations. It cannot be agreed 


that, ith the water available and ¢ven assuming that schemes were not restricted 
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‘irrigation’ is, meant something considerably less than full irrigation. 
96. ‘* The quantity of irrigated land needed for an additional 
Jewish popoulation associated with one million immigrants 18 
about 650,000 dunums and the quantity of water needed is about 
450,000,000 cubic metres. These quantities of land and water 
are certainly available. There is no question that Palestine has 
far more land and water than are required for a J ewish immigra- 
tion of one million. Serious disagreement is possible only if 
we consider significant multiples of one million’’. (Page 77). 
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This part of the evidence appears to refer to a new plan described ag a ‘limited’ 
scheme. The Palestine Government has received no information about such a i | | 
proposal. —— | —_ | | : 


6 of the evidence, a quantity of water equivalent to 1,600,000 ,000: 
cubic metres per dunum to be used in the scheme for new irrigation, 1.e. to irrigate 
land not previously irrigated (see page 70), is described as ‘‘a quantity of water 
which is available even at the most conservative estimate of. water potentialities 
in’ Palestine’’.. It: would appear that the Jewish Agency expect to. use: the: whole 
of the Jordan. If Trans-Jordan’s: share of the Jordan is excluded, it is by no 
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means certain that such a quantity of water could be available for new. irrigation | 


in an average year; it would certainly not be available in a dry year. In any 
case, much of it is wadi storm water which cannot be fully utilised by ordinary 
economic means. Owing to the uncertainty as to what is available from under- 
ground ‘sources it is impossible for anyone to give anything approaching a precise 
figure. None of the Palestine Government estimates put the water available for 
new schemes (whether economic or otherwise) as high as 2,000,000,000 cubic 
metres (quoted by the Jewish Agency on page 76). The area to be irrigated in 
the plan discussed by the Jewish Agency totals 24 millions dunums and the 
average water allocation is 640 cubic metres per dunum per year, a rate so low 
that the land so irrigated must be classed as ‘‘partly irrigated’’ rather than “‘irriga- 
ted’’. | | 


The figure of 2,000,000,000 cubic metres is a rough guess at the total amount 
of all surface and underground supplies. In the case of surface water it is a figure 
calculated on quantities available at source: in many cases to transfer it to the 
fields would be uneconomically expensive and there might be great losses. 


With regard to the ‘‘limited scheme’’ described above, the J ewish Agency 
state that the irrigated land needed for ‘‘an additional Jewish population associated 
with one million immigrants’ is about 650,000 dunums and the quantity of water 
needed is about 450,000 cubic metres a year and that ‘‘these quantities of land 


and water are certainly available’. It would be possible to provide new irrigation . 


for the 650,000 dunums stated to be needed in this case but only if some expensive 
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Such an area, i.e. 650,000 dunums, might be considered to be about the ap- 


proximate limit of the area which could at present be considered as having a 
potential supply of water—that is without resorting to speculative assumptions 
regarding the proportion that can actually be utilised of the water available at 
the source. 


The Palestine Government has of course schemes for the areas which the 
Jewish Agency are thought to have in mind, without information as to the details 
of the proposals, it is difficult to comment. Much of.the land is owned and culti- 
vated by Arabs. 


97. ‘‘ An.average price level of 50 per cent higher than the pre- 
war figure is perhaps a reasonable expectation’. (Page 81). 


Most authorities would consider the future level of cost of large-scale develop- 
ment in Palestine to be between 175 and 200 as compared with a pre-war level of 
100. 

E. Dr A. Katznelson. (Twenty-fourth meeting; 9th July; pages 43-56). 


_ 8. This evidence gives an unbalanced picture of the health conditions in 
Palestine and the progress that has been made. It attributes almost all the 
advancement in the control of disease ‘either to the direct. medical work of the 
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\iewish organisations or indirectly to the higher standards of living among the 
Arabs resulting from Jewish enterprise. The facts are that epidemic diseases used 
to ravage Palestine before ‘the first world war. Most of the results which have 
been obtained among the Jewish population and practically all prevention among 
the Arab population have been the work of the Administration. Doubtless shortage 
of time at his disposal while giving evidence prevented Dr atanelson from making 
this point clear to the Committee. 


In 1946 Government spent the sum of LP.934,000 on health services. Of 
this, about LP.450,000 went to the maintenance of Government hospitals. The 
sum of LP.81,900 was paid as grants to Jewish institutions, the remainder being 
spent on public health. It will be seen that 15 per cent of the total funds available 
for treatment were allocated as direct grants to Jewish institutions. 


29. The Department of Health maintains a total of 1,508 beds in general, 
infectious diseases, and mental hospitals. Of these 378 beds are maintained at 
purely Jewish hospitals, while 383 beds are in hospitals used by Arabs only. The 
remaining beds are at hospitals situated among a mixed community and are available 
for both Jews and Arabs. The Jewish community -prefers its own purely Jewish 
hospitals and does not always care to make adequate use of the facilities provided 
by the Department of Health. 


It was stated that the Jewish social services sea the J an community some 
LP.10 per capita, per annum. Of this sum LP.5 per capita is spent on health 
services. Almost the whole of this goes to maintain hospitals and clinics and 
pay maintenance grants to the sick. Except for some anti-malarial work very 
little preventive medicine is done by the Jews. The sum of LP.5, per capita, spent 
by the Jews on their own medical facilities 1s to be compared with the 300 mils, 
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the Ministry of Health in the United Kingdom pay subsidies on a fifty-fifty basis 
to municipal or voluntary hospitals, and that this ought to be done in Palestine. 
As is well known, up to the present the State does not make such grants in the 
United Kingdom to either local authority or municipal hospitals. 
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30. The disproportion between the resources which Government 1s able to 
make available for health work among the community as a whole and the Jewish 
community's own resources is very marked. The Jewish argument seems to: be 
that because the Jews are in a position to spend so much on themselves the ad- 
ministration should concentrate all its resources in helping them., Unfortunately 
if the whole LP.530,000 spent in 1946 on Government treatment services had been 
paid as a grant to Jewish institutions, Government would still have been lable to 
an accusation that they had only paid about 15 per cent of the total Jewish health 
budget and so had neglected to carry out their duty of paying 50 per cent. 
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31. Complaint was made that Government is unable at this stage to imple- 
ment a national health insurance scheme for Palestine. It was said that ‘‘Govern- 
ment shirks its elementary duties towards the health of a large working community 
and has placed on the shoulders of this community the entire burden for providing 


47 


RSG RE EN LL TT Or re Cee LEN ta Sens Be Sa ee EER BOG NED MAR AS EE BS SM Re CS SETTER SS 


Ss he cS : . 5 a 


9 Pal pried be rye phpnut rat tention we Sic eer ae Lend eee so cehy s 
NETS beep a Fit SA UCB ELS PON TTI NAA AL LEA NE SOE Ro Cag Ta RSA TANTS EAS TS RE ER 


oe 


for its medical requirements.’’ This is not correct. The Department of Healt 


has had to advise for the present against attempting to implement a national health 
insurance scheme for Palestine. Until such time as adequate hospital, clinic and 


general practitioner services. are available to make such a scheme practicable for 


the whole population the policy of the Department of Health has to be to concen- 
trate its energies and utilise its staff and funds where the need is. greatest. The 
Jewish community have been in the fortunate position of being able to help 


themselves. The Administration has recognised their good work and has endea- 


voured to encourage them by making grants to assist with their hospital service. 


The financial resources available to the Department of Health are so small com- 


pared with the needs of the whole community of Palestine that it is impossible to 
do more. 


32. In 1947/48 about LP.80,000 only is available for the new building pro- 
gramme of the Department of Health. The reason that Government was unable 
to satisfy the demand from the Vaad Leumi for half a million pounds as a capital 
grant for the Jewish hospital building programme is obvious. 

The needs in this country with regard to both mental diseases, and tuberculosis 
hospitals are recognised. .The trouble has been, and still is, that sufficient funds 
are not available for an adequate building programme. Mental patients are treated 
at present at Bethlehem and Jaffa Mental Hospitals. Tuberculosis patients are 
treated in such beds as can be made available in the Government infectious diseases 
hospitals. Admittedly, existing facilities are not adequate; but at present, while 
hospital building costs are six times as much as they were before the war, a new 
Sf the question. “it is estuunated that at the presene time Po BUMfa URE TAEUP fi Ja. out 
of mental beds required for Palestine would cost between LP.10,000,000 and 
LP.20,000,000. The Department of Health has advised that funds should not be 
dissipated at this time, but should be conserved until building costs have reached 
a more normal level. 

The Vaad Leumi has a different point of view about this. They feel that at 
all costs they must establish more hospitals and clinics so as to be in a position to 
provide treatment facilities for the expected large numbers of new immigrants. 
The result of this is that their programme tends to be unbalanced. They are at 
times prepared to sacrifice the standards of hospital construction in order to pro- 
vide the largest possible number of beds. This is not to say that their plans for 
new hospitals are not admirable, but there is an unfortunate tendency to crowd 
four patients into a two bed ward. 


33. The figures given for the percentage of Jews among the Government me- 
dical staff are incorrect. At present there are 7 Assistant Senior Medical Officers 
of whom 2 are Jews. There are 2 Specialists and Assistant Specialists of whom 
one isa Jew. Out of 66 Medical Officers, 19 are Jews and out of 11 House Physi- 
cians, 7 are Jews. Of the 101 doctors on the present establishment, 31 are Jews. 
In addition the department employs 4 full-time Jewish doctors, 4 part-time Jewish 
doctors, and 2 Jewish honorary consultants. | 
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We The diagrams exhibited by Dr Katznelson at the meeting are, in fact, a tri- 
bute to the. Department of Health. The good results-which have been obtained 
among the Arab population are almost entirely due to the efforts of this department. 
The attempt was made to show that the improvement in vital statistics among 
Arabs was greater in the Tuydda, Jerusalem, and Haifa districts, where there are 
large numbers of Jews. It was not pointed out that the Department of Health 
has to concentrate a large part of its staff in the biggest centres of population : 
Jaffa; Tel Aviv; Jerusalem, and Haifa. As a result, more work has been done 
in these cities and among the surrounding rural districts than in the more remote 
rural communities of the country. While one does not question the good effect 
that a raised standard of living has had on the vital statistics of Arabs, it is a 
mistake to pretend that all the results that have been obtained have been due to 
the good influence of their J ewish neighbours. 


34. The tables showing the percentage number of beds occupied in Govern- 
ment hospitals as compared with J ewish hospitals are misleading. A high pro- 
portion of beds is provided by Government for infectious diseases.. During periods 
when infections are quiescent there may be many empty beds; on the other hand 
the number of beds may be inadequate during an epidemic. This fiuctuation does 
not occur in Jewish hospitals where beds are provided almost entirely for general 
medical, surgical, and maternity cases. 


35. Typhoid is another problem touched upon in this evidence. The facts 
are that this country was ravaged by typhoid before the first world war and now, 
through the efforts of the Department of Health, including the injection of many 


hundreds of thousands of doses of T.A.B. vaccine, the disease is reasonably under 
de BLOG UWuwas, 25 Hs0e8n~=>= ~ oe Lota ft. ANAL ewan 


only 94. To suggest that the Administration has failed in this respect 1s a mis- 
take. Certainly the Government has not been able to prevent fly-breeding al- 
together in a country so favourable to these insects during the hot weather. Nor 
has it been able to put in water-borne sanitation throughout the whole of Palestine. 
At present there are insuperable difficulties, two of which, lack of funds and lack 
of water, cannot be over-emphasised. 


36. The position with regard to malaria is also very different from that in- 
dicated by the map shown. From the start of the British occupation the control 
of malaria was undertaken vigorously by the Administration. Wherever possible 
permanent drainage schemes have been put in. These have been largely financed 
by Government. Local communities, both Jewish and Arab, have helped with 
funds and with labour. Most of the rural work done has been planned and super- 
vised by the Department of Health. In addition, all the work in urban areas. (in 
which 73 per cent of the Jewish community resides) has been done by the depart- 
ment. The good results which have been achieved by Jewish enterprise are ad- 
mitted, but these have not been the prime factor in reducing malaria in Palestine. 


Before the first great war malaria was widespread throughout the length and 
and breadth of this country. The most significant anti-malarial work which has 
been achieved, assessed in terms of reduction of sickness and the numbers of per- 
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sons protected from the disease, is that which has successfully removed infectio 


from all larger towns, thereby safeguarding 42.7 per cent of the total population. 


This work has been organised, directed and maintained by Government. 


It must be borne in mind that much of the land originally acquired i Jewish 
bodies in rural areas was according to Palestine standards well-watered by springs 
and streams and, therefore, malarious and subject to the terms of the Anti-mala- 
rial Ordinance. 


In no case has a Jewish body been required to expend funds by Government 
otherwise than in compliance with this law. In the isolated instances in which 
contributions have been made towards anti-malarial works in other than Jewish 
lands these have been entirely voluntary and with a specific object in view, such 
as the safeguarding or promotion of a commercial undertaking, for example the 
work done on other than Jewish lands by the Palestine Electric Corporation in the 
Jordan Valley; the Palestine Potash Company, in the Dead Sea area; the Hano- 
teah Company in its contribution to the drainage of the Birket Ramadan Marsh; 
the Athlit Salt Company in converting the low lying marshland near the coast 
into salt drying pans; the Nesher Cement Company in its control work on the 
Kishon in the neighbourhood of Yagur, near Haifa. 


37. The rural anti-malarial (anti-mosquito) measures carried out in this coun- 
try may be classified as follows :— 
{L) IVL@JOF SCHOLES ALLOULINE ANU LOUIALUGULULL Ad WU GD a1LUsImLiiai1aila4 
control. | 


(2) The clearance, straightening and regulation of springs and streams 
to obliterate marshy areas. 


The position in respect of the first is this :— 


Out of 74,490 dunums of marshy land existing in Palestine prior to 1920, 
50,540 has been reclaimed by Government. Of the remaining 24,950 dunums; 
3,500 were reclaimed by Arabs; 6,000 are still not drained, and the remainder, 
approximately 15,500 dunums, have presumably been drained by Jews. 


The expenditure incurred by Government on the drainage and reclamation 
of the 50,540 dunums mentioned amounted to LP.158,150. The cost to Govern- 
ment of the clearing, straightening of the springs and the maintenance of the area 
in which they exist, as well as the cost of anti-larval control, has been LP.444,000. 
These streams and water channels have a total length of 987 kilometres. 


In addition to this, the work organized and directly carried out by Govern- 
ment, in controlling approximately 60,000 cisterns in urban areas and many of 
the larger villages, has necessitated the employment of an average of 59 pormaneey 
inspectors as well as 200 oilers. 
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"“" Bree labour to the extent of 20,000 labour days, per annum, has also been 
made available by Arab villagers throughout the country and about 3,000 labour 
days by Jewish local councils. | 


In conclusion, while it is admitted that Jewish rural settlement has been 

primarily in malarious areas of the country, it must be emphasised that only com- 

ae paratively insignificant areas of permanent marsh land have been reclaimed by 

Jews, and that all the anti-malanal work in urban areas has been done .by 
Government. 
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CHAPTER III 
Note oN EDUCATION 


The ‘‘Survey of Palestine’ prepared in December, 1945, and January, 1946, 
contains a full account of the structure and organisation of Education in Pales- 
tine (Vol. II, Ch. XVI). It may be useful to members of the Committee, who 
in the course of hearing evidence have shown an interest in this subject, to possess 


some additional information, particularly on the more recent developments which | 


could not be included at the time the Survey was written. 


Arab Education. 


2. The most recent available figure of school attendance (i.e. for 1946/47) of 
all pupils within the Arab Public System was 92,000 boys and girls. The figure 
in 1931/32, i.e. just before Government was able to resume expansion schemes 
for rural and urban schools, was 24,800; the increase in the last fifteen years is, 
therefore, 67,200. The percentage of Arab children in attendance at all types 
of school, private and public, for the full school age course 5-14 was approximately 
57 per cent of boys and 23 per cent of girls. If, however, we take the number of 
children attending: school for a shorter minimum period of five years, the per- 
centages are 74 per cent boys and 27 per cent girls. 


3. These increases are due in a large measure to the growing activity of Local 


cess which has not so far shown signs of diminishing despite ihe present abnor- 
mally high building costs. The number of rural public schools is now 453, an 
increase of 21 since January, 1946. Buildings in Arab rural areas are erected at 
the expense of the inhabitants assisted by grants-in-aid from Government. Govern- 
ment normally maintains these schools fully, providing for the staff and teaching 
equipment, though some Local Education Authorities have recently supplemented 
the number of teachers Government could provide by the appointment of locally 
paid teachers approved by the Department of Education. 


4. The crucial point in the development of the system is, of course, the supply 
of teachers. The total number of teachers in the Arab public system in 1946/47 
was 2,480, an increase of 1,700 posts since 1931/32. Of these 510 were paid by 
Local Education Authorities. It is Government’s policy year by year to take over 
as many of these local posts as possible. The supply of qualified and trained 
teachers is still inadequate however, and to meet this problem Government have 
recently decided to extend the Government Arab College at a cost of LP.150,000; 
it is expected that building operations will start next month. This extension will 
mainly provide additional teachers for the secondary and higher elementary classes. 
In addition, Arab education will benefit considerably from a generous offer of Mr 
A. R. Shoman, General Managing Director of the Arab Bank, to build a College 
for the training of village elementary schoolmasters at Beit Hanina, towards 
which Government will make a contribution to the capital cost; Government will 
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élso maintain the College. Other proposals include the extension of the Women’s 
Training College in Jerusalem by the provision of new buildings and the removal 
of the Rural Training College for Women at Ramallah to a new site in larger 
premises. 


__ 5. Secondary education, another essential approach to teaching as well as to 
other professions, though still inadequate to the country’s needs, is growing both 
in volume and academic standard. There were in 1946/47 2,420 Arab pupils in 
Government school secondary classes, an increase of 650 over 1945/46. In addi- 
tion there were 2,750 Arab pupils in private secondary schools. The number of ° 
public secondary schools now taking the full 4-year course leading to the Matricula- 
tion examination (a qualification recognised for admission to Universities in the 
United Kingdom and elsewhere) is now four. Another eight schools will have a 
Matriculation class from October next: Of these schools the Government Arab 
College and the Rashidiya College in Jerusalem provide post-Matriculation studies 
up to Intermediate level. 


The number of fully maintained Government scholars attending Degree courses 
at Universities abroad, mainly in the United Kingdom, is now 48. In addition 
scholarships are available through the Colonial Development Fund and the Nuffield 
Foundation. After the inevitable lapse of the war the enlargement of such schemes 


is urgently required for the training of personnel for the public service and profes- 
sions in Palestine. 


versity in Palestine. It is hoped that a delegation from the Colonial Inter-Univer- 
sity Council will visit Palestine this year and advise on a scheme and initial steps 
to be taken. | 


6. Technical education for Arabs is still in its infancy. It is now represented 
by the Government Trade School at Haifa with some 75 students following courses 
in woodwork, fitting and machining, auto-repair and maintenance, and blacksmith- 
ing, sheet-metal work and welding, and the Kadoorie Agricultural School at Tul- 
karm with some 50 students. Some of the students at the latter school are pre- 
paring to become specialist teachers of agriculture in rural areas, a subject empha- 
sized and encouraged in most village schools. The intention is to develop both 
these institutions into senior Colleges of technical and agricultural subjects, re-. 
spectively, and to set up Trade Schools at a lower level in the main towns and, also, 
for boys intending to become practical farmers, six Farm Schools covering the 

"different types of agricultural district. The first of these Farm Schools is now being 
planned. There is, of course, a good deal of pre-vocational training in agriculture 
and. wood and metal work and weaving in the curriculum of many Elementary 
and Secondary schools, both public and private; mention might be made of the 
agricultural instruction given at the Deir ‘Amr Orphanage, a private Arab institu- 
tion aided by the Government Department of Social Welfare. 
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Jewish Education. : ae 

7. The most recent available figure of school attendance (i.e. for 1946/47) of 
all pupils in the Hebrew Public System was 93,000 boys and girls. To these must 
be added about 22,000 pupils in Hebrew non-public schools, making a ‘total of 
115,000 Jewish pupils in all. 

Partly due to expansion, but still more on account of the increase in costs, 
including particularly the rise in teachers’ salaries and compensatory allowances, 
the total expenditure on Jewish education has increased materially in the last few 
years and is now estimated at over LP.2,000,000.. | 

_ While the greater part of this expenditure continues to be provided by the 
Jewish Community in the form of local rates and school fees, there has been a 
considerable increase in the contribution of Government. Thus the total of Govern- 
ment grants to Jewish education in the financial year 1946/47, including grants 
to Hebrew non-public schools,* amounted to LP.304,800 as against LP.141,350 
in 1944/45. 

8. Apart from the increase in the extent of educational services, there have 
also been some internal changes since the publication of the Survey. 

_ Local Education Authorities have been active in developing education in their 
areas, and are assuming responsibility, not only for elementary education, but for 
secondary, technical and further education as well. 


In spite of the high costs, there has been considerable development of school 


buildings, both in the towns and in the settlements. 
I'he system oI secondary eCaucatloll ALU, ALL por ULUUL@L, VAT KY 


leaving examination conducted by the Va’ad Leumi,.are being examined by 
ment with a view to their recognition by Universities in the United Kingdom and 
elsewhere. 

There has been considerable development of technical education, including 
the provision of evening classes for apprentices. A system of scholarships for 
higher education in the United Kingdom and at the Hebrew University has been 
instituted by Government. 

In the main, however, the structure of J ewish education has remained un- 
changed since the Survey. 


Future Organization. 

9. On the organizational side of Education more far-reaching changes are 
now contemplated and are under negotiation with the Communities concerned. 

Hitherto, the two systems of education, Arab and Jewish, although treated 
under the Education Ordinance of 1933 as equivalent, have, in fact, been different- 
ly organized, the Arab Public Sytem being maintained by Government with addi- 
tional help from Toca] Education Authorities; whereas the Hebrew Public System 
has been only assisted by Government, but maintained by the Jewish Community. 
It is proposed on the one hand to amend the existing legislation in order to allow 


* but not including the Kadoorie Agricultural School, Mt. Tabor. 
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~ Soy these differnces; but at the same time it is hoped that the Arab Community 


will take a larger share of responsibility for the education of its children, so that 
the two systems will in course of time be more closely related. 

(a) Jewish Education.—At the end of 1945 a Commission .of Enquiry into 
Jewish Education was set up by the Secretary of State under the chairmanship of 
Sir Arnold McNair, now a Judge of the International Court at the Hague and 
previously Vice-Chancellor of Liverpool University. — ‘The Commission recom- 
mended that statutory recognition should be given to the Jewish Public, System to 
secure for it a legal basis. For this purpose, a Board of Jewish ‘Education should 


be set up, representative of the Va’ad Leumi, the Loca! Authorities, the Hebrew 


University, and Government (in a non-voting capacity), and empowered, subject 
to the supervision of Government, to control the administration and educational 
organization of Jewish education as a whole. Government have accepted this 
Report in principle and are now discussing with the Va’ad Leumi the actual. 
drafting of the necessary legislation. The inplementation of another recommenda- 
tion of the Commission, i.e., a Government grant towards the training of teachers 
by the University, has already been initiated. | a 


(b) Arab Education.—The need for greater consultation with the Arab Com- 
munity in educational matters has led Government to decide to establish an Arab 
Advisory Council on Education, with wide terms of reference covering -policy on 
curriculum; training of teachers; school buildings; finance; and development plans. 
li is intended to make this body as representative as possible of the Arab Commu- 
nity. The members will be nominated by the High Commissioner in consultation 
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giving the Arabs greater responsibility in the public system of Arab education. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Tue Cost oF LAWLESSNESS IN PALESTINE 


Of the past eleven years, nearly one-half of the period for which the Manda- 
tory Administration has been in existence, six have been years of local disturbances 
and five have been years of war. During 1936-39 the Arabs expressed in terms 
of rebellion and violence their objections to the policy of the Mandatory Power. 
When the war against Germany and Japan was seen to be approaching a success- 
ful conclusion, the Jews brought into action their weapons of lawlessness and ter- 
rorism in, support of their own political aims and ambitions. Progress with the 
plans of the Administration for the development of social services for the people 
of Palestine has been sorely hindered and retarded over the whole of this period 
by the necessity to devote to the simple maintenance of law and order so large 
a part of the resources of the country in men and money which could have been 
usefully employed in meeting the real needs of the population. 


2. The short facts are that the Arab disturbances of 1936-39 cost 4,000 lives 
and caused material damage valued at not less than £P.1,000,000. The Jewish 
reactions of 1945-47 have cost 270 lives and caused material damage estimated at 
about £P.1,500,000. The indirect cost to the Palestine Treasury in terms of ad- 
ditional police, security measures, pensions and compensation runs into many mil- 
lions of pounds. Over the eleven years 280 policemen have been killed in the 
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cisely opposite political reasons. es 

’ During the éleven years since 1935, when the last attempt to establish a 
legislature was frustrated, each side has in turn freely resorted to violence and 
declined even to discuss with the other any possible reconciliation of their differences. 


3. The right of any community to use force as a means of gaining its political 
ends is not admitted in the British Commonwealth. Since the beginning of 1945 
the Jews have implicitly claimed this right and have supported by an organised 
campaign of lawlessness, murder and sabotage their contention that, whatever 
other interests might be concerned, nothing should be allowed to stand in the way 
of a Jewish State and free Jewish immigration into Palestine. It is true that 
large numbers of Jews do not to-day attempt to defend the crimes that have been 
committed in the name of these political aspirations. They recognise the damage 
caused to their good name by these methods in the court of world opinion. Never- 
theless, the Jewish community of Palestine still publicly refuses its help to the 
Administration in suppressing terrorism, on the ground that the Administration's 
policy is opposed to Jewish interests. The converse of this attitude is clear, and 
its result, however much the Jewish leaders themselves may not wish it, has been 
to give active encouragement to the dissidents and freer scope to their activities. 


4. In his report to the Secretary of State on the attack made on Acre Prison 
by armed Jews on the 4th May, the High Commissioner described the situation 
in Palestine in the following terms :— ¢ 
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“The first and most important element in the‘ situation is that, because 
of political differences with the mandatory administration on account of the 
inability of His Majesty’s Government to accede to Jewish demands, the 
Jewish community, whose dissident members are responsible for these out- 
rages, have declined and still decline to give any assistance to the police and 
military forces in the maintenance of law and order. These forces are thus 
working in and among a population of over 600,000 whose leaders have re- 
fused to call for cooperation with the police against the extremists and have 
thus, however much they themselves may not have wished it, in effect en- 
couraged the terrorist groups to further lawlessness and wanton assaults by. 
all available means upon constituted authority in almost any form. Although 
representatives of the community have condemned jthese ‘activities, their 
denunciations have been directed mainly towards defence of the Yishuv against 
those whose acts are damaging Jewish economy or the Jewish cause, and have 
stopped short of recognizing the responsibility which belongs to the citizens 
of any civilised state to assist in preventing crime and bringing offenders to 
justice. It is a situation in which a policeman is shot and lies wounded in the 
street beside a bus queue, no member of which will lift a finger to help him. 
The task of the security forces is made immeasurably more difficult by this 
attitude and by the impression which exists in the Jewish community that 
crime of this nature can somehow be eradicated without recourse to the police. 
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Those who refer to the presence in Palestine of 100,000 troops and who 
apparently fail to understand how in these circumstances terrorist outrages 
Le AL than aan AF tha militawy farnaag ja im 9id 
of a still functioning civil power, and those forces act in support of the ‘police 
with the methods appropriate to that purpose. If the military forces were 
permitted to use the full power of their weapons against the whole Jewish 
community, terrorist activities would be brought to an end in a matter of 
hours, but such measures have never been contemplated by His Majesty’s 
Government, nor have they ever been recommended, nor desired by the Army. 
Critics on the other side who have advertised what they term British atrocities 
need to be reminded that no other troops in the world would have exercised 
such restraint and tolerance in the face of such continued provocation. Stronger 
military action involving guilty and innocent alike would have been at any 


_ time only too easy.”’ 
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It is this situation that continues to necessitate the diversion of revenue from 
those essential services of which the majority of the people in Palestine stand so 
badly in need. Some LP.3,000,000 in addition will be required to meet the cost 
of dealing with illegal immigration, including the maintenance of the Cyprus camps, 
during 1946-47. , | 


In spite of these exigencies, health and education services provided by the 
Government have expanded during this period and plans which have been drawn 
up for very large developments in this sphere could be put into effect if peaceful 
conditions were restored. | 
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CHAPTER V 


A Brier NoTE ON THE ‘‘POLITICAL SURVEY, 1946-47°’ PRESENTED BY THE 
JEWISH AGENCY TO THE COMMITTEE 


The Government cannot accept the general account given in the Jewish 
Agency’s ‘‘Political Survey’... The factual outline of events .given in Chapter I of 
these Notes can be compared with that document. The following note covers only 
very few of the Survey’s more misleading points and omissions. 


In its reply to His Majesty’s Government’s request for its observations on 
the Report of the Anglo-American Committee the Jewish Agency made it plain 
that it was prepared to accept some of the recommendations (including that relating 
to the admission of 100,000) but to leave itself free to reject the recommendations 
for a long-term solution. His Majesty’s Government were not prepared to accept 
the Report except as a whole, including Recommendation (10) that the Agency 
should cooperate i in the suppression of terrorism. 


The White Paper.published in June, 1946, showed the complicity of the Agency 
in Jewish terrorism. The Hagana is not a purely ‘defensive’ organisation. In 
its attack on Givat Olga, the sabotage of the railways, the ambushing of the 
Police party at the attack on Athlit clearance camp, and the attacks on the radar 
purposes: “és"aiference Wonk che” assdeie LAgAN? VA ati" SAG" Storr! WOU Ps 
was not in any principle, but only in regard to choice of strategic moments to 
apply force. 


‘‘At Kfar Giladi two Jewish farmers were shot and killed’’ (paragraph 16). 
They were shot while attempting to break through the cordon of troops engaged 
in rounding-up saboteurs. 


The arrest of members of the Jewish Agency on the 29th June, 1946, and 
the arms searches made at that time were due to the part played by the Agency 
in organising and assisting terrorism. ‘‘The settlement of Yagur, where the mili- 
tary discovered a defence armoury, was completely isolated and suffered severe 
damage’. (Paragraph 31). At Yagur a week’s search revealed 33 caches, con- 
cealed in various parts of the settlement, containing 10 machine-guns, 326 rifles, 
96 mortars, 5,267 mortar bombs, 5,017 grenades, 800 lbs of explosives, 425,000 
rounds of small arms ammunition and a number of other arms. ‘“‘In the trying 
weeks and months that followed, the Jewish community came to realise that in 
the ultimate resort it had to rely upon its own resources. It also came to feel 
that these resources were real and significant.’’ (Paragraph 35). Terrorism con- 
tinued... | 
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The first authoritative Jewish denunciation of terrorism came from the . Inner 
Zionist Council on the 29th October, 1946, and it was after this that the Agency 
leaders were released from detention. 
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The emergency legislation referred to in paragraph 68 was introduced in 1937 
to provide exceptional powers in circumstances of terrorisation of witnesses and of 
consequent reluctance of witnesses to come forward and produce evidence regard- 
ing the commission of communal acts. At that time it was widely welcomed by 
the Jews. The statement in paragraph 71 that ‘military commanders are the 
virtual rulers of the areas under their command’ is untrue, as is the statement in 
the same paragraph that ‘the High Commissioner cannot over-rule any decision 
of the Military Authorities.’ 


Paragraph 74 states that a detainee is not informed of the facts on which the 
suspicion against him is based. One of the reasons given for non-cooperation with 
the Police is that in the past the source of information has been disclosed by them. 
Under conditions in which no witness will come forward publicly and sources of 
information have thus to be carefully guarded, it is understood to be the wish of 
the Agency that these sources should not revealed to detained terrorists. 


In paragraph 81 it is said that the reduction of the detainees’ immigration 
quota to 750 a month caused consternation in the Cyprus camps. Up to December, 
1946, no immigratien had been permitted from the Cyprus camps, and the quota 
of 750 a month then fixed represented an increase of that amount. 


Early in 1947 the occupants of the Cyprus camps wilfully destroyed over 
200 of their tents costing over £P.20,000, which falls at present to be met by the 
Palestine Government. 
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Colonial Office, 5 
cx rst CE 
Downing street, TARDE | 62 


De ee Lie 


July 25, 1947. | : 
Ore Pref ef 
| 5 AUG OST ~ = . Ww 
I enclose for yourkinformation a brief note \ 


wnich I have prepared for submission in the Colonial 
office on the calestine Government's statement in 
their supplementary Memorandum on the legal 

bas@é@s on which the validity of the Mandate 

rests, We shall no doubt pe getting in touch 

with you at a later stage when the question has 

peen examined by our International Relations 
Department and by our Legal :zdvisers,but I 

thought you might like to see the way in which 

I have put up the question for examination here. . 
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(Gee Ce wetnieson) 
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Mr Becley has dravm my attention to the 
statement regarding the legal position under the 
Miandate made in Section B ef Chapter 2 of the 
Government of Palestine Supplementary iiemo vandum 
Por UsledeGeVeole The copy of the iemorandum 
attached belon:s to lir Martin and Should be 
returned to hin. 


The statement reads in part as follows:- 


“Phe provisions of the Mandate constituted 

@ covenant between His Majesty and the 
Prineipal allied fowers, but like the provisions 
of any other treaty or convention 1% would 
not itself ve a law capable of enforcement 

by the GCourtiiosnssvcecsecsncesesseceseti these 
arrangements (Legislation in rulestine under 
the palestine order in Gouneil) did not fulfil 
the obligations involved in the selection 

of His lMujesty as Mandutory by the ¢rinclpal 
Allied Powers and the terms of the liundate, 
diplomatic reprosentations would no doubt 

have been made by tne wowers concernede in 
fact, no such representations huve evor been 
receivede" 


i suspect tnat this stuvement is based on a Vinding 
py the valestine Courts to waich ref:rence was 

wade oy liv iliash in giving evidence on behalf of 
the Vaad Leuma befors the Committee. 4@ have no 
other rel'erence on our papers to this decision 

of the JoOurtis 


tes we er ee ewe 


3an be applied to Palestine, spo 
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‘ils Majesty cegistered it in ralestine 
miinly under the Foreicn Jurisdiction ..ct 

of 1690 and it nas pee recently held by our 
Jourts in Palestine that the Municipul 

Courts in erulestine cannot yuestion whether 
these enactments are or are not contrary to 
the liandate; the Gourts having held that 

the liandute, being in the nature of a 

treaty or a covenint between the .ilied .'owers 
and His iiujesty 1t is only the ..tlied .'owers 
or’ their Successors that can raise un sbjection 
to the legislation being cuntrary to the 
liandate, but not the people of sulestines 

the inunicip..1 Courts." 
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The finding& of the sulestine Gourts, anu ites 
reestatement in what should be un authoritative 
document compiled by the «alestine Governioent, 
is to my mind difficult to understunde LE Jere OF 
preparation of the Mundutes ror disposul of the 
sections of the Uttoman impire ufter the 1914-18 
Jar arose internutionally in connexion with the 
voace Vreaty with Turkeye The status of ,aulestine 
could iot be legally determined until peuce wus 
concluded with v“urkey, of which, under International 
Law, the Holy und was still a part. ine clauses 
of the turkish Treaty dealing with Mandates cume 
before the Supreme allied Council at vwanflemo in 1920. 
The Treaty of Sevres was signed by the Turks on 
the loth August 1920 and in it Turkey was requirgdor 
to relinquish sovereignty over the detached areui © 

/ the 


the Uttoman Empire and to accept whatever meucvures 
the Allies saw fit to employ in establishing and 
regulatins the liandutory Rvgime. In article 95 
it stdited that the Mandatory selected by the 
Principal allied Powers would be responsible lor 
putting into effect the declaration originally 
made on Nuvenber 2, 1917 by the British Governizent 
and adopted by the other allied Powers in favour 
of the establishuent in Pulestine of a National 
Home for the Jewish people, it being clearly 
understood that nothing shall be dune which may 
prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing 
non-Jowish communities in 2alestine or the rights 
and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other 
countrye The allotinent of the Mandute for 
Palestine to Great Sritain was not embodied in the 
Treaty uf ws -vecs but agreed to by a resolution 
regoréed in the minutes vi the suprome Council 
whieh inet at wanRem. to formulate the vreuty of 
GEV CS. 


The Treuty of cevres was never rutified und 
after a chan;s of guvernment in turkey wes 
reolaceca by the Treaty of Lauganne which camo ints 
fores on the Gth .uzust 198l. Neither the League 
of Hations' covenant nor the Mandate's clauses of 
the Treaty of sevrec appeared in the Langanne 
Agreement. The Turkish Government was simply 
required to renounce sovereignty over 411 territory 
outcide its new frontiers. In July 1$22, however, 
League of Notions Spprceval hud been given to the 
terns of the oyrian and Pulestine ilandates. The 
Mandate for Palestine hed been drafted by Great 
Rriteain, modified after consultation with France 
and Itely,ord agreed to by the United states of 
America. It took its validity however from the 
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and in ix view cannot be regarded as constituting 


A & 
& covenant by His Majesty and the rrincipal »llied 
POWELE « Tt is not @ treaty beTan international 
4netrument created under .rticle 22 a1 the Covenant 
cof the League of Nationse The only body which 

can question measures taken by the Mandatory 

Power under this liandate is the Lexgue of Nations 
itself and tis body is now deLunct. The only 
foreign state with which Great Sritain entered 

into ao formal agreement regarcing the hundate was 
the United states of America. while Bnd Av ae, 

our obligations to the United states unuer t 
agreement we would certainly not wish to accept 

the position that any of the other Principal 
allied 2owersXhas any right to interfere with the 
action we take under the iiandatsa. I feel that 

the ©alestine Government's lienuorandum presents 

what way be a dangerously false picture on this 
pointe 
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In unalysing the history of the formlation 
of the Micndate, IT have relied ou the very well- 
documented book by Paul Hanna on "British Policy 
in Salestine' which is generally regarded as 
a Sseholarly and reliable worke I have not had 
time to consult the actual text of all the 
treaties concerned but I pess on the minute 
in this formu in the hope that International 
Relations Ve partment and Legal .dvisers may be 
able to comment on the statements by the vralestine 


/covernment 


jovernment 4n their Memorandum end advise as to 
whether we 8h uld induce the Palestine Government 


to commmicate to the Gommittee a corrected version 


of Seation B of Chapter 2. Foreign Office would, 
of course, have to be sons ab teds | 2 
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FROM BEIRUT TO FORSIGN OFFICE, 


Mr. Houstoun Boswall, ; 
No. 55. D. 1.15 pom. 24th July 1947. 


23rd July 1947. R. 4.50 pom 24th July 1947. 


TAEOSD TAT e 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


Please pass to Sharp, Australian Extermal 
Affairs Office, Cabinet Offices, 


Following from Hood for Extermal Canberra 
and Austunat New York. 


U.N.2.0.0,P. 5. 


Committee finished ager ee in Jerusalem on 
July 19th, final day being given to the hearing in 
camera of representatives of [gp. undec. | Government 
who gave their reply to various allegations against 
mandatory [gps._ undec.] from Jewish agency. Committee 
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bewildered tension and disturbance which there is 
every reason to think will become worse [gp. undec. 
9? in the] interval before report is [gp. undec. ]. 


aduasafay 


— a 


Fron Jerusalem eee ter Committee received 
a very full presentation of the Jewish case from 
every aspect and also in the last week or two had . 
some oppor tun tt ee private conversations with both 
Arabs and some British officials, The formal IAL 


boycott continued L SP undec,] until the last and 

s+’ has not been until the arrival at Beirut that any 
official reference to IAL case has been brought before 
the Committee, A statement on behalf of IAL 
Governments who are represented here in accordance 
with Committee's invitation (all, excepting Transjordan 
was presented this morning by Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Lebanon, The opinion is that statement was, 
if anything, slightly more moderate in tone than 

might have been expected although it did not deviate 
in any particular from case put forward in Special 


Assembly. [gps. undec. ] 


2. There will be another meeting with IAL 
representatives at which we will aureup? to elicit 
from TAL attitude in rather more detail. 
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eond July, 1947, Re 1,00 a.m, 25rd July, 1947. 
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LLZiEDIATE, 


Following is translation of statement by the Arabs 


ih a Nations 5,.C,0.P, at public session at Beirut 
o-day. 


Aone me Nene HE Cre ea, 


[Begins ] 


Teo tN epee amen 


1, The Arab Governments cenvinced that the 
Palestine problem only allows for one solution, namely 
the termination of the mandate and the independence 
of Palestine, and that any enquiry inte a preblen se 
Clear has become superfluous, nevertheless decided 
to repiy immediately te the {nvitation which was made 
te them by your honourable sapere appeinted by 


the highest international authority the werld has 
ever known. 


Se «they are popeueeee that, anxious as you are 
te assure the conditions necessary for international 
eration ef all peeples yeu will adept, as a 
result of yeur enquiry, recemmendations in cenfermity 

with the principles ef free will and independence 


which have been censecrated in the Charter ef the 
United Natiens, 
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NOO NOT 


Se Similarly the Arab Gevernments do net intend 
in this memerandum to enumerate all the reasons en which 
the Palestine cause is based but will cenfine themselves 
te drawing the attention of the cemmission ef enquiry te 
essential points: (1) the right ef Palestine te self- 


determination, 2) the necessity for maintenance ef 
peace in the iiiddle East, 


(A) The right ef Palestine to self-determinatien. 


4, When the Balfour declaration was issued 

pha ea fer the establishment of a Jewish natienal 

ome in Palestine and epening the way for Jewish 
immigratien the Arabs formed 95 per cent of the total 
po ation, This declaration which cannet legitimately 

e opposed to the Arab Palestine ignered befere and after 
lts proclamatien the right ef Palestine te self-determination. 
Later an attempt was made te force the Arabs inte silence 
er inte resignation, But far frem stamping out their 
demands, the restrictiens which they have suffered have 
had the effect of reinfercing them in their desire for 
liberation and in their faith in the justice ef their cause. 


5./ 


~ Q- 


5, Their struggle for the independence of their 
country and the safeguarding of their rights goes back to 


the beginning of this century time of the national 
awakening of the Arab peoples j to Ottoman 
domination, They took part ve nt of Liberation 


oples. sparing neither ef 
a with Fhe 


of these pr 

They revolt 

and st led by the side 
battlefields of the iiiddle 
Palestine, in Syria, in Lebanon, 


these same Al 

they aspired 

them for considerati t > to then. 
Finding themselves suddenl ad wit ambitions 
of Zionism and the undertakings of the 

respect, the Palestine Arabs were forced to take up 
against their own allies the struggle which they had 


undertaken against the Ottoman Empire. 


7, ‘he Allied Powers had made short and cynical 
shift of the promises made to the Arabs before their 
revolt. A mandate, on imperialist lines was imposed 
upen them, ‘The most onerous of these mandates fell upon 


Palestine, The difference lay in the fact that whereas 


iE was dhe agey” or PAB Bandk boty 0G 2680.8" lated that, 


its trust, and to lead it towards independence as 
envisaged by Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, in regard to Palestine, however, the mandate 
embodied tle previsions of the Balfour declaration 
reviding fer the establishment of a Jewish national heme 
n Palestine, for the premotion of Jewish immigration and 
the establishment of the Jews in a ceuntry which is net 


own. 
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8, This process had disrupted 
historical and creative development 
They found themselves having to struggl 
independence and liberation from fore1 


pressure, but also against an enslaugh 

claiming a superier right te the country and relegating the 

rignt oe? the indigenous inhabitants t2 arely mere than 
erance, 


S 


9, The continued struggle ef the ether Arab ceuntries 
fer independence and nation severeienty resulted in the 
terminatien ef the mandate ever Iraq, an finally in the 
complete and uncenditional liberation ef Lebanen and Syria 
fren fereign eccupation, The situation in Palestine, hewever, 
has been deterieratin etting frem bad fo worse. 
It has been deluged with Zionist Lomi gratt on thereby frustra- 


ting Arab national development and liberation. 


10. These national calamities which Palestine has 
suffered and the injustices which they have entailed for the 


indi genous population derive {ntermationally from twe legall 
vestienable documents, namely the Balfour Declaration and 
he mandate, These have formed the basis of Jewish demands. 


ll, 


$ 
ANG 


o~ 5 = 


11, In the Balfour Declaration, the British Government 
undertook to facilitate the establishment of a Jewish national 
home, thereby violating the principles of liberty, self- 
determination and international law, When the Balfour 
Declaration was issued, Britain as yet had no legal cennexion 
with Palestine which was then part of the Otteman Empire. 
Noreover the Balfour Declaration violates the commitments 
and undertakings previ ee made by Britain to the Arabs 
in the King Hussein-Mciahon correspondence which recognise 


Arab independence within boundaries comprehending Palestine. 
« Balfour Declaration contravened the Decleration 
1918, which preclaimed that Britain was 


entering the country as an Allied liberater, and net as & 
cenquering nation. 


12. As for the mandate it has the same prehibitery 
vices as the Balfour Declaration. It contravenes also the 
terms and spirit of Article 22 of the Cevenant of the League 

of Nations. In brief whereas the Covenant of the League 
envisages a mandate desi ed to serve exclusively the interests 
of the mandated territories and to assist such territories 

in attaining full and mature independence, the Palestine 
mandate was designed princi pally o place the country in 

such political, administrative and economic condition to 
ensure the development and establishment of a Jewish 


national home, 
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13. In addition Article 2% of the Charter of the United 


Nations lays down that the populations of countries under 
endate should be consulted. This was not done in the case 


the King-Crane Commission which was sent to Palestine in I91y, 


defined its point of view in respect of the Balfour Declaration 
in the following terms. 


14. LBS. undec, ] impossible to establish a Jewish 
Government without cael ea ete the non-Jewish population of 
Pelestine of their religious and civic rights, The truth which 
the Cemmission was able te ascertain as a result of its 
conversations with the Jewish representatives is that the Jews 
foresee the departure of the non-Jewish inhabitants after the 
purchase ef their land Te expose a people whose state of 
mind is such te an unlimited Jewish immigration is te deny 
these rights and te oppese these principles for which the 

Allies went to war, 


The Peace Conference sheuld not lose sight ef the 
fact that the feeling of aversion in Palestine and Syria 
towards Zionism has reached its zenith and could net easily 
be any greater, All the ee efficisls with whom the 
Commissien speke censidered that the Zionist gh Soe cannot 
be applied unless recourse is made te an armed force of at 
least 50,000 soldiers. 


15, These conversations proved to what point the 
Zionist pregramme is prejudicial to the nen=Jewish inhabitants. 
It is true that it is semetimes inevitable to have recourse te 
armea forces in order te carry out certain decisiens, but it is 
wnreasenable te use these troops for the execution ef unjust 
decisions. iereover, it should net be forgotten that the 
essential arguments ef the Zienists cencerning their rights in 
Palestine are founded en the fact that they eccu ied the 
ceuntry 2,000 years age. This ig an argument which is net 
werth consideratien. 

16, 
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16, It is to be remembered that non Jewish population 
of Palestine nearly nine=-tenths of the whole are emphatically 
against the entire Zionist programme. The tables show that 
there was no one thing upon which the opulation of 
Palestine were more agreed than upon this, It mast 
believed that the precise meaning in this respeét 
the complete Jewish occupation of Palestine has 
fully sensed_by those who urge the extreme Zionist 

rogreme. It would intens ys with a certainty like 
ate the anti-Jewish feeling both in Palestine and in 
all other portions of the wor which Look to Palestine 


as the Holy Land [uncquote sic |. : 


17, Zionists, however, have not been satisfied with 
the provisions of the Balfour Declaration and the 
mandate, despite their violation of the inalienable 
rights of the bs, but have attempted to interpret 
whatever ambiguity exists in these provisions to press 
their extreme demands and destroy effectively Are 
structure and national existence in Palestine. 


at the eleventh hour Britein admitted 
sition created by the conflicting 


s Allied P to the Arabs and 
ing out bligations as 


enflict 
ir country on the 


ete : a we wk al pean 
re med i ifour declaration on the other fiana 
thereby rendering the practical implementation of the 
mandate impossible of realisation, On that basis 
therefore Britain has referred the Palestane question to 


the United Nations. 


49, Following the 
conference with the 
shall explain to the ations our conv 


the mandate was impossib implementation a 
is impossible to re commitments made to 


two parties". 
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ate were 
acceptable 


e the 
on any rpretation or anal 
in violation of the most elementary r 
They constitute nreat to the most 


Arab rights namely the right to live. 
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31, To recapitulate in brief, the right of self 
determinazion which should heve been enjoyed from the start 
by the Palestine Arads peoples hag been continuously 
violated and is boing violated today This cight is 
naturel sondiiional and inalienable and remains in porpetuley- 
Tt cannot be denicd clther oy resort to force or on the 
asis of a polisy of fait accompli. It 1s in fact the 
urninz issue of the Valestine question in itself alone a 
Somplete auawer to Ziouist allegations, the arab Govern~ 
ents demand its implementation in full and see in the 
of spire the United Nations 
est antee for 
doubt that 
will 
tion of this indisputable 
iring the international 
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29, The attitude of the arab Governments and peoples 
with regard to Zionism is founded in the second place on 
their desire to preserve peace in the yidddle East, This 
peace is uenaced vy expaisionist ambitions and terror st 


whew Wew a 


eh er ey — 


i 
was content with a refuge in Palestine, “Later” 1tYaitaiiea 


a netional home. when it had obtained the national hone 
tried to extend it to make of i. a sort of peate in the 
heart of Palestine endowed with its own institutions, its 
om finance, its om econany and its own army, Today the 
Zionist wants the creation of a Jewish State in Palestine 
which will later en the whole of yalestine and before 
these protects even realise the Zionists hope to extend 
it ot the expense cf its Arab neighbours. 


23. At the peace conference in 1916 the Zionist 
Organisation had in effect, in a m¢uorsndua dated Srd 
february, 19}9, officiall claimed the whole of Transjordan 
and a part Syria an f th as Salida, 
Jisr ii Karaon, | 1d the & d, in the 
course of the negotiations which took place 
between france and Great Britain in thelr cap 
Mandatory Powers over theses countries which 
from the Ottouwan Empire, this same organisation : 
the extension of the northern frontiers of Palestine to | 
the Litani River and to plains of Hauran and Jouland in 


Syria. 


94, These territorial ambitions have been publicly 
supported since that time, All the responsible Zionist 
leaders have continued to declare their dissatisfastion 
with these boundaries and to describe them as "the 
limitations of 
recognise. They_have further 5 
intention to_ enlarge them considerabl ° 
Quite recent ly aga n ir. Ben Gurion, on th of the 
elections of the Histradruth at laife in 1944 ooo 

licly that the Jews, who were con: to Palestine by force 
f necessary, would not hesitate to extend the boundaries of 
Palestine, and that the Jewish AE Nal echt aorta Zionisan 
was not the final objective of this movement but a stage 
leading to 1%.. 5. 
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25. And when at the be ginning of 1946 the British 
Government made it known that it intended to recognise ~ 
the independence of Transjordan within its actual 
frontiers, ir. Shertock declared to the press on the 
23rd January, 1946, that the Jewish Agency would oppose 
with all resources the realisation of this project and 
that the Zionists who had not previously ob jected to 

the mandate of Transjordan could not nevertheless admit 
the cession of Transjordan from Palestine. 


26, ‘This declaration by one of the chiefs of the 
Jewish Agency was reinforced by a note to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies protesting against the pro= 
clamation of Transjordan independence and underlining 
that Transjordan which constitutes one part of the 
territories submitted to British mandate could only be 
considered as the eastern part of Palestine. The 

ropagators of Zionism did not fail to lay before the. 

ommission the true intentions of that organisation with 
regard to the frontiers of Palestine. This fact emerges 
from the ss eset eas of lire Shertock as well as from . 
that of Rabbi Fishman who recalled that God had promised 
to the Jews a territory extending from the Sinal 
Peninsula to the Euphrates, 


Zionism does not confine itself to 


ae eS ju6 euro Ve EVYPABAMUeA BYE wre wee oo) las. Bt on 


expansionist projects at the expense of the Arab 
countries, Its plan includes recourse to terrorism 
both in Palestine and in other countries, It is know 
that a secret army has been formed with the object 

of creating a state of tension and trouble by attempts 
against the life of the representatives of authority 
and by the destruction of public buildings. The 
assassination of Lord :ioyne in ugypt, the Pech rat up of 
the British Embassy in Rome, the King David Hotel and the 
officers club in Jerusalem, the Acre Prison, roads and 
ral hyays as well as the kidnapping ane flogsing of. 
British officers are enough examples of the terrorist | 
methods instituted by the Zionist Organisations with a 
view to seizing power by violence in a country which is 


not their own. 


98. This aggressive attitude born of the weak= 
ness shown by the mandatory powers towards Jews will 
not fail to provoke in its turn the creation of similar 
Arab Organisations. The res ciiecetpenrag | for the troubles 
which may result from this throughout the ididdle East 
will belong to the Zionist Organisations alone which 
will have been the first to use these methods of 
violence, The Arab Governments hope nevertheless 
that the situation of the Jewish communities in their 
countries will not be affected. 


296 
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29. No state could in effect accept an immigration 
28Sive as that to which i Talestine is a victia. 
ietions on hagigration nove brsn established every~ 


besed on the simerior interests of the country and of 


the rights of its inhabitants. ft is thus that the Canadiank 


Gcversuent mas just declared thet it will only aémit into 

its vest territories 5009 forsigr reforees. The Australien 

Government has similarly ennouncec that it will not tolerate 

the forastion of colonies ty refugees adnitted into its 

tore end taoat these oe aust be spread out through- 

the co oma in orcer thet they wey oe assimilated. 
ReSlres Vole eon: tere: ee korwav and in numerous 
er ers 


You will have scen that the situation in Palestine 
unsiaole and contains the gerus of conflicts which 
snresa to the whole of the Middle Mest. 
Governuents cannot remain indiiferent. security of the 
own countries is ii cue ston end cives them the right, or 
rather sekes it a €uty for them, to resist Zionism by all 
the neacs in their power. Voreover the «#in tenance of the 
Arado chavacter cf Pelestine which hes been ners for centuries fj 
ig a condition of the harnonious develop uent of the peoples 
of the tiddle Last and of their collaboravion in the work 
of pence and progress in ve world. ee for ethical, 
cultural, MOLLY ice] and econ omic reasons is in fact an integr 


- 2 ae » i | a5 542.98, = 


= 2. ls 25 


into sovercign states Linke together te A nelitical and 


& 
econemic vact, namely the Criro pect of the 2nd Jiarch 1945, 


Ct, 

This organisa tien has been formed within the franework of 
the Charter of the United Nations asd is in ac ordance with 
the spirit of that charter which encourages regional 
preanisations and pacts. very fissure in this whole, 

ery difference between the states which form it, threatens 
t@ overthrow it and te plunge this nerticularly sensitive 
part of the world inte trenble and disorder, 


ole The Jewish stave which the Giscists sare deternined 
tO establish in Palestine is besides net - viable state 
either frou the political er from the ecenemic point of 
vier. The ives states could not in fact tolerate the 
creetion cf a state nece un cf foreiom elements brought 
vrom 811 perts of the world with ee different mentalities 
and their insctisble sevetousness for which allusion has 
already been wade 


ue To @ state established by violence the Arab 
Gevernnents will be obliged to oppose violence. That i 
the legitimate right of every creature in self defence. On 
the other hand the foreign state projected un Arab territory 
will not be eble in any case to count on estatlishing 


C 
al 


economic relations with the Arab states surrounding it. 
* State creeted in these conditions could only be still berne. 


Conclusion. 
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3 6 The Arab Gover iments fervently nope une 
Commission will teke into account the above sentioned ¢ 
siderations and will be obliged to proposes a Se ution 
capable of ending the present troubles ae sO Le 
the triumon of justice and the establishuert or peace in 
the future. ‘The Arad Governments are persuaded thet ne) 
arrive at this goal solution cea oily be inspired by the 
democratic princiniss oq which the eresois: vior a. the 
tnited Nations wes founded. 


34, The first of these principles dewands that the 
independence of peoples and their right to dispose freely 
of their own future be respected. The Arab peuple of 
Palestine ask before all else tha; their right to liberty 
and to sovereign independence should be recognisec. The 
Arab Governments are wianimous 4 gcoordiag their “aoru 
without reserve to the reslis: tion of tuese Gla. u5. ‘ney 
have already presented precise apopositions in LOLS sense 
and they wish tocay to underline Ones woLe One OL ihe 
propositions vecsure they attach to it the grestest importance 
and because tiis proposition constitutes 4 | 1 
condition about which there can he NO GORPTOMLSs e 


aN £2. 
woe 
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Sts tie necessity 
| h im into Palestine 

a cee Sate Pee ra : . ee. Sey ET 

transrer of nd ead wie? isle dss gn Oe ees 

pendent Arab Government 1¢ ‘ed on democretic princip 

The Arab Governwents con on the other hand thet any 

project for pertition fer frou resclving the Palestine dispute 

will only aggrava.e ‘a. ayer al ew ish sigte orerted in Palestine 

would inevitably becoue # nest of iutrigues and a centre for 

the rallying of all the vionist forces destined to be launched 

against the arab nountriss. The Arab Governuen bs will in no 

case accept the implants tion of Zionisw in the fora of an 

autonomous steve and in an Arab country on watch undreds 

of thousends of foreign jmaigrants would converge. 
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56. The Arab Governmen vs wish vo prvoclain their 
conviction that the pertition of Palestine and tue Toruation 
of a Jewish stsve would cnly regult in the unleashing of 
ploodsheé snd trouble in the entire siddle sast. ‘The Royal 
Commission of enquiry had only to propese the par tition 
of Palestine in 1937 to provoke & national revelution which 
lasted until the war. for sve vest, given the geographical, 
economic and ethnographic conditions of the country, no plan 
for partition could be viable. This little c-unwy o8 .10T 
pe divided into tvo or three states opposed to each otner 


and harbouring aothin,g out feelings of suspicion and aostility 
against each otner. 


OL 


-~ 9 = 


B7, The only solution which weuld be possible end 
the [Parad] Gcovernacats would consider capable of 
ing the @ispute vorld be, es indicated in the project 
esented by the Arab Gelegates to the London conference on 
stine in Sentexber 1°40, to fra a irce government based 
; proportionate representation anc to cive to all Jews who 
heve acquired Palestine nationality 3 Legitine ve means 
he Set it ) rights as these given to Areb citizens. The Arabs 
sonsideved that toe Tcvish iumigrents estab~= 
ie since Hs ecimiing of ie “andere should 
et De CS rlnn CLtIzZe cs, 
the pene aacey ee 
desir a to $00 th out 


his proposition could not result, és certain 
escern pretend,-in the depriva t*: of the Jewish 
of Pelestine of their rights because they would 
OrPRerent TINCT vy. Le “Tewish s in the 
heve never been ctl TREE TET. contrary, 
‘et cccord 74: ; enjoy the 
Ever jistant 
: irehbs have “sever csteh waked discr in- 
ination n neoples 7. Wor tever Vacs to whatever 
religicn ae 3 need Chey have alwa ccorded to the 
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wy 7 ate 7 ) als ‘ 9 ves 
Jewise COmmTEN LtIcs in nartionler equa tee rea ent 


[2 es Ser “ vw. je7 ate he Ba Be sr She Nr — ~~ Grae ten ti .- SB) se! PP 2 apy ae 


oppres sing them, thes r orters @ refurs to these was were fleeing 
from the regize cf viberty ne equals ity which wes given then, 
have risen to highest po: 2 tons in the field cf politics, 
aduinistration, finance snd science. 


Uile Ne AIChE TS or other hend tried to justify 
their claims cy Ceclarins : oy wish to prcetect their 
co-religionists frou pers ons to which they are actually 
subjecteac. Thanks ncveve to the vietory of the democracies 
there now exists no nowe cf at mitisis ta tue whole world. 
The ninorities have recovered all. rs ichts and exercise 
them evervwher-, 


‘ See of refugees and displaced 
persons, ut © ma 3 = Soripulsordly sepe ert iron the Palestine 
provi ta ind : s hasis oi co-operation and inter- 
ne ticral eri.y ere a be nu Guestic con of transferring 
these Per gees ene asese to Palestine. ‘The alleviation of 
the sufferings of cone “peonle hou not and cananot be 
achieved by the agorayat jon of the sufferings and the 
annihilaticn of anotrer people. 


41, The Arad Gevernaerts cannot clove this exposition 
without expressing again the hope wnat your Sou.lesion, 
taking into considerstien the views woichn have been 


developed 
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devout e opie pene po t+ the enly just selutien 
te this he sovere: x ndependence 
17 immediate cessation ot 
rtf ‘ i 


Mereever guch a 
vate the exist 
f menace fer the future. 


ane 
[Nete by Cemmunicatiens Department; This 


telegram was received cerrupt in part 
and bs delayed fer repetitien], 
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EMPORTANT 
Wo. 7330 Confidential. 


Following Por Martin. from Hacgiliivrey. Begins. 


Replies have now bech usceived fron Weypt » Trag, 
WEpawon ofp eBRA Terran to the invitations sere py + he 


Let Se Tote WS wae Se ace eae ae. id ea eee ee eee 2 eae a 


give testamony at some piace agreeable J cintbly to the Avsic 
Sraters 

, waderstand that the Egyptzan Government 
PpoplLied that they are prepara to send Fapr SAGHlAbLVeAS 
to give testimony at such place as the £¢ ab Staves may 
decide end that Trad amt Lebanon have aise raplied 
ascepting the invitation, 16 goris which ces to ine 


ae rt ales Py 
C3 EW 


C54. ie 
CES. 


that Beirut has been decided Upon. py the Arab Staves 
Lhe meeting piece. Wang jordan Bepiy 2B Pep orted to he 
to the effecs that, since Transjordan 1s mot 2 wenlber oF 
the United Setione, King Asdulian is nob aniec ECTERS 
PEPTESENEAt IVES bo mest the Commiviuce omosiae Tvansjordan 
ies veiterases the peevionrs invit agion to the Gavmivoce 


$0 Visit Prancgordan. 
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. © alm ata . *% re; 7 a] Ty er, * ? - ‘ at. “} Hy ar bled 
Zo committee is SOW MARine arrengelletvs b0 Feave 
Palestine om Sumday aves a4 felegates Gnd pane type is 


newbers of the secr j 


& FEIT, go to Belxaye on Chas dai 
a oy es. Zt mite : ws ota ‘ Po ee f.: < ; ote 05 a on pe 
Oat... 23rd Iuly, Pevurn bo J In fon the niget of 2oare 
- 
hy rs 
> ols 


Sely and Leave Timawis fox Cenorvea om eich July, Pe 
body of ASEeetRPLBE Whit 1e% palestine ir aie Lor 

’ wire : =. ~~ iy ve . wey a; 
Geneve om 20th duly: hess | snee amt paar jase tes wit 


os, 


re 
ba 4 a MT, rn bd ney FT, et 4 i % “ . . ” wr Ay, nt Jan . on 4 
depart on 77th July ane = Vy PEOPECUAWs LY « 
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Mr. Housteun Beswall | 
Hee 561 ‘De Jeh2 Pome 24th July 1947 


24th July 1947. Re 9eO0 Pete 24th July 1947. 


LVITIT 


Follewing fer Celenial Office frem representative 
ef Palestine Gevernment Infermation Office. 


[Begins ] 


United Natiens Ceumittee en Palestine held twe 
private sessiens yesterday when Arab Delegates answered 
questiens en Tuesday's jeint statement eutlining attitude 
Arab States te Palestine preblem. Chairnan Committee 
read text sable sent by King abdullah ef Transjerden 
asseciating himself with Arab views enmbedied in jeint 
momerandume Coumittee further listened lengthy statenent 
frem Iraqi Fereign Minister claberating mone: Arab 
States.. Saudi Delegate Fuad Hamgich made alse a brief 


t 


statenent. Small party ef  Counittee inoluding Chedruan 
Maw ta Amman ¢2 aaa Tine : eilian . Nae crn 
departed this meraing fer Genova and rest leaving tenerrew. 
[Ends]. 
[Copies sent te the Celenial Office J. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


pher/OTP BINET DISTRIB 
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFI 
Mr. Houstoun Boswall OD. 3.00 p.m. 2th July, 1947 


No: 55 
| Re 8.00 pom. 24th July, 1947 
24th July, 1947 


Repeated to Jerusalcn, 
Bagdad, 
Cairo, 
Jedda, 
Annan, 
Damascus Saving 


My telerran No. 550. 
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine. 


Two secret sessions were held on July 23rd_ at which 
Arab delegates answered written question on Arab 
statement read by Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs 


_#& y»--Lik aa at mee mn Neer nA flaw Ral lawine i~4 cist 


of guéstions and answers: 
(1) Q. Position of illegal immigrants 


A. They would be dealt with according to law 
ha present to Arab illegal immigrants, 1.6. 
expelled. 


(2) Q. Would not cessation of immigration and 
maintenance of land transfer regulations be incompatible 


with "equal rights"? 
A. This question heh be subject to legislation 


(pased on non-discrimination)when independent democratic 
State is established. 


cal (3) Q. Jewish education and industry in Arab Palestine 
a 6. . 


A. Private schools would be allowed subject to 
Government control and compulsory teaching of Arabic. 
Jewish industry would be treated like any other industry. 

Why would not a JewishState be viable? 
It would be surrounded by hostile States . 


Ill-treatment of Jews in Arab States as alleged 


« 


A. There has only been one instance i.e. Bagd 
1941 which was result of a Nazi cou ) 

responsible have been severely dea 

Government. (in this connexion Australi 

raised the question of Jews in the Yemen). 


BR Retan en 


WOO NOT 
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(6) Q. Maintenance of law and order in independent 
Arab State, 


A. A large force will not be needed provided 
there is firm handling. . . 


(7) Q. Is an interim period contemplated 
before establishment of independent State’ 


_ A. A short period not exceeding one year would 
be adequate, . ! 


(8) Q. Is there anything to fear for Jewish communities 
in Arab States? ae 


A.Injustice suffered Arabs of Palestin 


reacts unfavourably on the position of Jewish communities 
in the Areb world. ) 


(9) Q. How is security of Arab States threatened 
by establishment of a Jewish State? 


A It would lead to infiltration and constitute 
a bridgehead for aggression. 


aduasasay 


(20) Q. Would Arab States ever have recourse to 
undesirable measures? — | | 


A. Arab States would consider establishment 
of, agewash.stete ap a bostize act, and.povld, feel obliged: to 


a the course of the discussion Arab delegates 
stated they could not conceive of the Commission 
reaching a decision which would be incompatible with 
justice and the Charter of the United Na reg but if such 


a decision was reached, Arabs would consider that they 
had freedom of action. | 


(LL) Q. Objections to warious solutions preposed 
(bi-national federal State or partition). 


A. Any further immigration or establishment of 


a Zionism bridgehead Would not be compatible with Arab 
interests. : 


(12) Q. Holy places. 


A, Arabs would be quite prepared to impose a 
status quo regarding freedom of worship. 
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Supplementary questions (covering Feisal Weisman agreenent, 


Arab propoSals at London Conference onist encroachnen 
in Transjorden and Lebanon, the Negi gp. undec.] standard 
of Living of the Arabs in Palestine) were submitted 

he Indian delegate. Abdul Rahman being a Moslem was 


doubtless anxious to underline favourable points in the 
Arab case, 


2. The session closed with a lengthy statement by 
the ..-6 


ny 


(5) 


the Iraqi Minister for Foreign Affairs. It contained 
nothing new amd its rhetorical form probably did the 
Arabs more harm than good. A short statement was submitted 


by Fouad Hamza. 


3, According to a meaber of the Commission the 
Aras case has been as well presented as the Jewish 
case even. if at considerably extra Length. The Arabs 
appeared to be satisfied but there is Little optinisa 
about the outconie. 


4, The Commission is splitting up on July o5rd - 
some Will proceed to Geneva and the others will proceed to 


Auman. 


a 


_5, Arrangements made by Lebanese Government wers 
excellent and the Commission was, 1 think, duly — 
impressed. it is perhaps a pity that in spite =... 
of heavy official entertaining members got so little 
chance for private talks with Arab leaders. os 


4... ay | 
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[Tis telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 


retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher /OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION. 
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


q De 406 pem. 25th July 1947. 
No. — a Re 8.42 Pelle 25th July 1947. 


25th July 1947. 


Repeated to: —— - 6749 | 
| | 


a guL 1947) 


Damascus Saving. 
vvVV | 
My telegram No. 558 UNSCOP paragraph 1 (10). 


According to the ‘inister for Foreign Affairs he 
omitted the words "including violence". 


hich did 
. As a result of the Commission's visit (w 
laid credit to the Lebanese Government) he is now 
rather more optimistic about the outcome. | & 
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Cypher/OTP, 


FROM JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Clarke. De 00 odie 25th 1 194 e 
Ms 380 4,00 pel July, 1947 


O ° 
eaeanes Re 8050 Pom. 25th July, 1947. 
25th July, 1947. 


Repeated to New York (U.K, Delegation) a 
Jerusalem y . 2: we Be 
vy | 


| 


: e209 
Amman, Damascus. & rg 
Secret. Seat - 


United Kingdom Delegation New York telegram 1869 ‘to 
you; Palestine. a ga 


Yusuf Yassin has handed to me 1ong memoranquma un 
Palestine of which translation will follow by bag. 


2. Document states special committee on Palestine 
was appointed without the consent of the Arab States 
wno reserved their liberty of action. The question was 
discussed at the meeting of Political Committee of the 
Arab i at Cairo on June 5th at which Palestine Arab 
representative [? erp. ands present. After reciting the 
reasons for boycott of the Committee by the Palestine 
Arabs and cuphesising the determination of Arab States 
to resist Zionism at all costs, it states that fo in 
Middle East depends upon continuation of friendly 
relations between the Arab States and the Governments of 
Great Britain and United States of America. If then 
comes to the main point which is that arab Governnents 
wish to come to agreement with the Governments of Great 
Britain and the United Stetes of america on basis of 
proposal which Saudi Arabian Goy ernment and other Arab 
tates have submitted to the United Nations for : 
termination of mandate and recogn’+40n of the independence 
of Palestine, before the subject comes up for discussion Wim | 7 
din th Asseubi ° the purpose of co- rating i Bog? ee 
securing the Assembly's endorsement ¢ the proposal. ee 
Failing a lames pf agreement of this nature, memor Gum 
expresses the conviction that the result of de 14 erations 
in the Assembly will be unfavourable, and Palestine will Se 
hecome a permancn: threat to peace in the Middle Bast, and oe 
an obstacle to friendly relations between Ara) States oo 
on the one hend and Great Britain on the other. | <a 
vemorandua concluded by asking for the support of the Oe 
two friendly Governuents to their request. a 
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Telephone No: EUSton 3952-3 | Telegrams: Deputies, Kincross, London 


THE LONDON COMMITTEE OF DEPUTIES OF THE BRITISH jEWS 
generally known as . 


) RR. Board of Deputies of British Jews 


(. 
President: ; , 
Professor S. BRODETSKY WOBURN HOUSE, 
Vice Presigentt | DMAN UPPER WOBURN PLACE, 
BARNETT JANNER, M.P._ LONDON, W.C.| 


Treasurer: 
8. B, LIEBERMAN 


Solicitor : 
CHAS. H. L. EMANUEL, M.A 256h July, L947 « 


Secretary : 
A. G. BROTMAN 


“ 
s 


Tho Secretary of Stated 

“ ‘ ‘. i 
for Foreign Affairs, —-- ee 

Foreicen OfPrice, 

What enall, Se We le 


Sirs 
T have tlic honour to send herewith, for 


a we MAb Ren and onan Ho ari 


i el 1 ° 


by the Board of Donuties of British Jows to the 
United lations Special Comittee on Palestine. 


Lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant , 


(inane 


Socrovary e 
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The Board of Deputies of British Jews 


STATEMENT 


Submitted to 


Ihe United INaTIONS SpCeUlial VUIIIIITEEEE 


on Palestine 


LONDON Tammuz, 5707—July, 1947 
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Statement to the 
United Nations’ Special Committee on Palestine 
Submitted by 


The Board of Deputies of British Jews 


t. The Board of Deputies of British Jews, which is the democratically 


elected representative body of the Jews of Britain, begs to submit to the United 


Nations Special Committee on Palestine the following observations concerning the 


problem of Palestine. 


2. Since its establishment in 1760, the Board of Deputies has on numerous 


occasions had to concern itself with the sufferings of Jews in many countries in 


ere oppressed, persecuted, or discriminated against, and has often 


which they w 
its influence in the direction of 


approached the British Government to exercise 


improving their position. These approaches were always received sympathetically, 


and Jews are grateful for the good done by British interventions. Governments of 


other countries too have within recent generations joined in these endeavours on 


behalf of Jews. Nevertheless, and in spite of international agreements such as a 
Conference of London (1912) and the Peace Conference 


the Congress of Berlin, the 
and freedom to Jews and others, the 


of Versailles, all guaranteeing equal rights 
tinued to increase, and in our own days reached its 


persecution of Jews con 
six million Jews in Europe, one third 


catastrophic climax with the annihilation of 


of the entire Jewish people, by mass torture and murder, planned and executed by 


Nazi Germany. 
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3. The Board having acquired a long experience of the fundamental issues — 


underlying the problems of the Jewish people, has been able to form conclusions 
regarding their solution. These conclusions are that the persecution, discrimination 
and disabilities suffered by the Jews during many centuries, derive from their 
dispersion as distinct small minorities everywhere, and, above all, from their lack 
as a people of a homeland, where they could pursue their own way of life; and that 
the only country where this position can be attained is Palestine, the land of their 
original statehood, the home of their religion, tradition and culture, and the land 
with which they have maintained unbroken ties during the centuries cf their 
dispersion. Throughout their exile, return to the Holy Land and its rebuilding as 
the Land of Israel has been the constant prayer and hope of the Jewish people. 


4. When therefore the Balfour Declaration was published in 1917, by which 
the British Government undertook to facilitate the establishment of a National 


Home for the Jewish people in Palestine, the Board of Deputies, as representative 


of British Jews, was gratified that the country of which they were citizens had 


declared ite “ cumnathyv with Tewich Zinonict acniratinne ” the fulfilment af which 


the Board, in common with the mass of Jews everywhere, regarded as the right 
solution of the Jewish problem. 


5. The Balfour Declaration and the Mandate envisaged the establishment of 
a National Home for the Jewish People in Palestine by means of Jewish immigration 
settlement on the land, which leaders of the British and other Governments declared 
at the time, might eventually produce a Jewish majority in Palestine. The attainment 
of such a majority and the setting up of a completely free and democratic Govern- 
ment ensuring equal rights for all inhabitants, Jews and. Arabs, would mean that 
the Jews in Palestine would have their homeland, would be able to govern 
themselves, pursue their own way of life and make their own decisions as to their 
future; in short they would have what is meant by a “ Jewish State.” The Board 
of Deputies is now convinced more than ever before that only through the 
establishment of a Jewish State is there any solution of the Jewish problem. 


4 


NOONOT ‘391330 G80938 :18Nd 3HL 40 LHDIMAdOD 


A _ = a 13 a ee ae a 7 ‘co 
\ : nate . eee 3 ‘ ; fag 


PP 

0 
fy > 
” 

A 

4 


6. In spite of the exclusion of Trans-Jordan from the area in which the 
Jewish National Home was to be established, and the many setbacks to the fulfilment 
of the Mandate, especially the restrictions on immigration and on land settlement, 
due acknowledgment must be made for the opportunities of immigration afforded 
by Britain, particularly during the period 1932-36. During this period the Govern- 
ment’s policy concerning Jewish immigration was at any rate based on the principle 
\ : of economic absorptive capacity, with the result that there was a rapid increase in 
the Jewish population in Palestine, that many new land settlements were created, 
and that through the zeal and energy of the Jewish immigrants, great development 
took place in industry. and in the medical, educational] and social services, with 
benefits to all sections of the population, both Jews and Arabs. 


7. Unfortunately the Mandatory Power neither maintained the principle of 
economic absorptive capacity, nor otherwise proceeded with the effective execution 
of the Mandate. The process of whittling down the obligations of the Mandate 
culminated in the White Paper of 1939, the intention of which was to end Jewish 


immigration. to restrict to only a tiny fraction of the country the right of Jews 
to buy or use land, and to convert Palestine into a state in which the proportion 


of Jews was not to be larger than one third of the total population. This was a 
violation of the Mandate and was so held to be by the Mandates Commission 


of the League of Nations. 


8. The maintenance of the policy of the White Paper during the war 
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deprived large numbers of Jews of opportunities of escape from the slaughterhouse 
which Nazi-occupied Europe had become for them. It was expected that after 
the emergency of war, progress would be resumed in the building up of the National 
Home. Nevertheless, the policy of the White Paper is still being strictly enforced. 
Land restrictions remain, Immigration is limited to a monthly quota of 1,500. Yet 
more than 200,000 of the Jewish survivors of the Nazi holocaust still languish, two 
years after Allied victory, as “displaced persons,” in Germany and other parts of 
Europe, without a home and without prospect of finding one, faced with all the 


5 


4 


2 , Sy 


hardships of the camps or other makeshift accommodation. 1,500 certificates a 
month can make but little impression on this problem. It is not unnatural that 
feelings of bitterness and frustration have been aroused among the “ displaced 
persons” who are longing to get to Palestine, among the Jewish population in 
Palestine who are so eager to receive them, and among the Jews all over the world, 
who share the common sorrow. There is in addition the grave problem of those 
large numbers of Jews in European and other countries who, for various urgent 
and compelling reasons, wish to leave in search of security and freedom in Palestine. 
The strongest case therefore exists on humanitarian as well as on politica] grounds 
for a substantial increase in the permitted immigration to Palestine during the 
period which must elapse before a settlement regarding the future of Palestine 


has been reached and brought into effect. 


9. The problem of Palestine cannot therefore be dealt with separately from 
the difficulties of the Jewish people and the Board desires to stress the vital necessity 


So SeSs Soe Shy ea - - - = = « 1 1 Wioeote. < L--td ALsniun ntntn 


hood in Palestine. The United Nations Committee will have observed the 


extraordinary development and progress achieved as a result of the enterprise, energy 
and devotion of the Jews who with the assistance of Jews all over the world have 
been able to make it their permanent home—an outstanding contribution to the 
prosperity of the Middle East. Self-rule is the logical and necessary development 
of the Jewish National Home. Such was the design of the statesmen who conceived 
it and gave it political expression, and any solution which would make the Jews a 


permanent minority in Palestine would be unjust and is unacceptable, That the 


- Jews in Palestine are capable of self-government and of setting up a just administra- 


tion, will be evident to the United Nations Committee from what it has seen and 


investigated in Palestine within recent weeks. 


10. The setting up of a free and democratic Jewish State in which Arabs 
and all other inhabitants will be guaranteed equality before the law, and the 


enjoyment of civil, religious and political rights, in accordance with the principles 


4) 
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of the United Nations, is the only possible solution which will give peace to 


Palestine and which will help to normalise the position of the J ewish people. It 
would give security to the Jewish people in Palestine, and would enable all Jews 


who are in need of a home to settle there. 


11. As an immediate practical step towards the establishment of such a 
State, appropriate spheres of govenmental authority, particularly the authority to 
decide on Jewish immigration, should be handed to the Jewish Agency as the 
internationally recognised body accepted by the J ewish people as representing their 


interests in regard to Palestine. 


12. Finally, the Board of Deputies expresses the hope that the United 

Nations Special Committee will recognise that the Jewish problem is a world 

problem which merits the exercise of the high authority of the United Nations; 

and that it will arrive at a solution which will be just to the Jewish people and which 

a will promote those principles of human justice, freedom and equality for individuals 


and peoples upon which the United Nations is founded. 
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FROM AUWAN TO FORMIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Pirie-Gordon D. 1.15 aem. 26th July, 1947 


No, 293 
R. 1.45 a.m. 26th July, 1947 
25th July, 1947 


Repeated to: Beirut 
Jerusalem, Saving a G7 


rc 


vuuudu 


—_ 


Your telegram No. 325. > HL 


Chairman of U.N.S.C.0.P. accompanied by seven 
delegates arrived at Amman by air yesterday morning 
fron Beirut. The Chairman on arrival emphasised 
that the visit was private and when he was told that a 
public session had alread peen arranged for afternoon 
‘+ was agreed that the Prime Minister should point out 
in his statement that the public meeting had been called 
st the Prime Minister's request and not that of the 


Commission. 


2. Delegates were received by “ing Abdullah who had 
been persuaded to confine himself to answering questions 
out to him. The Prime Minister who was present informs 
ne that the meeting went well and that His Majesty was 
guilt of no (repeat no) indiscretions and conf ined 

i 


aduasafay 


mself to the subject of Palestine. 


De Later 1N UN WOLTN4Ns & aveuvpwenen mm a oe ns 
local hotel when notables of Amman, members of the Govern- 


ment and dipl representatives had a chance of 

talking informall if they so wished. After 

being ¢n ivately to lunch by the Prime Minister 

a nubLic meeting was held in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


4, Thealy speaker was the Prime Minister who read 
a memorandum in English dealing with altemative solutions 
to the Palestine problem and say ing that answer 
rested With the U.N. who should themselves arrange 
settlement of Jewish displaced persons elsewhere in the 
world and thereby solve the present urge for immigration 


to Palestine. 


5, After public session the Prime Minister answered 
in private the questions of the delegates who left Ammen 
by air in late afternoon. 


[Copy sent to Middle Kast Secretariat]. 
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M AMMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Pirie Gordon D. 7.15. peme28th July 1947 
No: 236 


28th July 1947 Re 9,51. pm 28th July 1947 


Repeated to Beirut, Saving 
Jerusalem 


} 200» 


oe I have now gathered further details of Commission's 
visit. 


aduasafay 


They express themselves as Seay e d ae age at the 
line of extreme discretion taken by King Abdulla who failed 


to give them any lead as to his real views but were most 
Impressed with the Prime Minister's public statement which 
they Said had explained the Arab case to them far more clearly 


than anvthine alsa they had nreawianalyw haara. 


The Chairman sounded certain British officers 
of the Arab Legion as to whether the Legion could be relied 
on to carry on occupying Arab parts of Palestine on behalf 
of Transjordan in the event of partition being recommended. 


During recent session questions were put to the 
Prin erage peat the legal position of mandate under 
the Treaty of Lausanne what safeguards there would be for 
the Jews and the status of illegal immigrants in an independent 
Palestine with an Arab majority and how far the Arabs would 
meet by violence a decision unfavourable to their interests. 
Samir Pasha gave suitable answers as to the position of the 
Jews and suggested a constitution could be framed and 
guaranteed by the United Nations that gave the Jews all the 


Heceeeery safeguards. He was noncommittal on the subject 
of possible violence. 7 
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: 6845 ep street, 
We 


July! 28, 1947. 


Den tae JUL OMT 


> 


liartin and I nad a very useful discussion 
with MacGillivray this mornings of which you will 
no doubt hear tiore: but one of the points of 
detail raised which it may perhaps be useful to 
put in writing is the rollowing: 


wundstrom has apparently mude cleur to 
wacGillivray that he would have liked to hive a 
general talk with Kirkbride if he had been 
available in 'ransjordan while the Comnittee 
was in pales tine. we do not know when 
ikirkbride! S leave ends or where he now 


ee ee ~t Mm 


useful to have arrangements in hand either Por 
hin to return to Yfransjordan via Geneva, iit the 
Colmittee are still there at the time of his 
return: or possibly for him to fly to Geneva 
elther from here or fro Yransjordan for a 
briel talk with the Jonmmittee. 


is, 


iwacGilliveray has made it cleur thet if 
an invitation to Kirkbride to meet the Somnittee 
is given, it must come from the whole Jommittee 
and not Simoly from the Chairman. Lhe pues? 
of this letter is to enable any preliminary staff 
work to be carried out, in case the invitation 
Ls received. 


/sandstrom 
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sandstrom apparently thought that Kirkbride 
wah be ina position to give, more complete 
information than the Conimittep “already has, not 
merely on the Trans jordan view, but on the Arab 
view 4nd reactions in pyeoteee 
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Top Secret. 


Secret. 


Confidential. 
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Open. 
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Mir Bax 
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teLe 


Sir A. Kirkbride, 


Oke 


FOREIGN CFFICE, 
S.W. iL | 


ease: LOL7 


Dea, Kithrdle , 

We heave heard from MacGillivray, our 
Liaison Officer With the United Nations 
Committee on Palestine, that the Chairman of 
the Committee has expressed disappointment at 
not meeting you at Amman, whe re he had hoped: 
to discuss with you not only the local 
etvitude but elso the general Arab aspect of 
the Committee's problems. MacGillivray, who 
hes been here on @ brief visit, tells us that 
thie Chairman still hopes that it will be 

maittee's 


e 


stay in Geneva. 


L, liacGillivray has made it clear that if 


you are to be invited to go to Geneva, the 


invitation must come from the Committee as a 
vhole end not from the Chairman personally. 

We d&i not know whether the Chairman will but his 
provosal to his Ccolleasues, or whether, if he 
does, they will consider that they still have 
time to hear cdditional evidence. But I think 
you should know Without. delay that you may 


shortly receive an invitction to go to Genéva 


sonic time in Aurcuste 


Our view,and that of the Colonial Office, 


a View , 
hat Lt Would be «e-——! desirable for the 


Committee to hive an ooportunity of drawing on 
your knowledge and experience. We aeny-mHenh 
hope, therefore, that you will accept the 


invitation if i¥ is given. Perhaps you will 


/iect The KnOW cee 
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let me know-how to -get-in- touch with. 


you quickly if the need should arise. 


Yuataye os! 
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FORFIGH OFFTC*. © oFele 


Sth August, 1947. 


ear Kirkbride , 


Ye have heard fron “MacGillivray, sur 
Liaison Officerwith the United Yations Comittee 
on Palestine, that the Chairman of the Committee 
has expressed dica>:ointment at not meeting you 
at Amvan, where he had hoped to discuss with you 
not only. the lecal attitude but alco th: general 
Arab arpect of the Committee's orobleme. 
YaeGillivray, who has been here on a brier visit, 
tells un that the Chairman still hopes that it 
will be vossibl: to see you during the Committec's 
stay in Geneva. 


are to be invited 26° go t6 Géneva; "she invi vsti on 
mist come from the Committee as a whole and not 
from the Chatrman personally. “e co not know 
whether the Chairman wil? out bis provosal to his 
colleagucs, or whether, if he does, thcy wilt 
consider that they et4111 hav: time to hear 
additional evidenc:. at I think you should «now 


without delay that you may shortly receive an 


invitation to go to Gconeva some time in August. 


ar view, and that o: the Colonial Office, is 
that it would be very desirable for the Comnittec 
to have an onportunity of drawing on your knowledge 
und experience, We hope, therefore, that you wi:) 
accent the invitation if 4t ie given. verhaps you 
will let me “now how to get in touch with you quickly 
if the neec should erice. 


a i 
VOUS Sinseoey 


“oe a 


NOONOT ‘3914330 0890938 218Nd 3HL JO LHDIYAdOD 


ie 
i 


Chae. 


Sir Alee Kirkbride, UsilleUey i 
2/0 Ottoman Ban, a? \ 
2%, Abehurch Lancy, 'eCe (S4a"\ (CG. We Baxter) 


Charges to pay peg fa oa eee 4g SF  WO.___—. —_y" 
heey Ale S25 OFFICE OFFICE STAR. Z 


ay. S poe’ ” posrT &y oy / 
i 4 . . - / a gee 
RECEIVED . @ pl ee 


at Central Telegraph —o o Ta he Bi. 
Office, E.C. | / Time handed in. ‘Office of Origin and Service Instructions. ordy. 002 a 


wae, BARESESUB 8 ee 

SP eb Mate icf WT ee 

7 og OS a hii mys yy tee 

0 oF My tes Rate Whe sbmearmas. 


7260 


NOONOT ‘3914330 GY093¥ T1GNd 3HL 4O LHDISAdOD 


Wt. 25044/ P4666. 9/46 G.N.P.Co. Ltd. 


Lt 7 “At ~~ Soubtful words telephone “TELEGRAMS ENQUIRY” or call, with this form 
ae Vie wr uenver 7. wendlr enquiries should be accompanies by this form, and, if possible, the envelope. 


- 


| hel weed Kae (Cenewe, pheare 
wt, addher? wile, Ge 
~ yen Kan gwen ot 
rear Kangdaken 


—_ ese. KAN Yoo Error a at 


NOONOT ‘331330 0890934 J1aNd 3HL 30 LHDIAAdOD 


Number 


FROM Yueh 
No. Sone Waka 
Dated = 4.02, 
RReputry| 92 AQ 
Last Paper. 
CE 684s 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed.) 


at he. 
Next Paper. 


CLA 0\ 


Registry | E bee {le | 


_E 16848 | 


. | r i 
PALESTINE. (SO MUL AT 


V.NG.C.0.P. a OC. CAsn 
—_ 


Fan ne fay O) He Mae Gene 


2 fase  oxtiael (Ne £4 1 


JNSC.0 moet ve ee jer om, 


(Minutes. ) 


HB 
is 


Wt. 24772/717_ 1785 10/38 FOL, 


saouasafay 


~o 
< 
2 
o> 
= 
= 
°o 
wh 
=~ 
= 
m™ 
~v 
‘— 
@ 
[ od 
eo 
m 
© 
°o 
J 
~ ] 
°o 
wh 
= 
oO 
™ 
| a 
o 
3 
r 4 


- be : 


ig 


'], eas Wagd? i 


I enclose an sips from a 
private letter from Gurney, the 
Chief Secretary in Jerusalem, KTS 
which reached me just after our | 
meeting this afternoon. I am 43} 
also taking the opportunity to 
send you a copy of MacGillivray's 
latest report (without its original 
enclosures). 
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Lams $0 eli 6 oldscoves 
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MICHAL WRIGHT, HSQ., C.M.G. 


under the impression that the passengers of the 
"President Warfield" were on their’ way to Cyprus. 

In a conversation with the Chief Secretary on Saturday 
evening he referred to their deportation to Cyprus _ 
and the Chief Secretary replied that he would not wish 
him to assame that they were in fact going to Cyprus 
and that there might be another destination. The 
Chairman took the point and merely said something 

to the effect that theirprecise destination was 

not his concern, 


uy, The Indian delegate and his alternate’: left 

on Saturday for Damascus on their way to Beirut. 
Their reason, or at least the ostensible reason, for 
going to Damascus was the natural one that, as 
Moslems, they wished to take advantage of their 

stay in the Middle East to pay a brief visit to this 
great centre of Islamic tradition, | 


5.  Fabregat's farewell to Jerusalem was typical 

aP bana man awsA ad end Pd aant AX han agmnoathiaas Tras 
as the convoy of cars was about to leave the Kadimah 
House he got out of his car, raised his hat to the 
chamber=-maids assembled on the roof and bid them a 
Fesonant "Shalom", a farewell which was heartily 
reciprocated with raucous cries of delight from 

the roof! | 


Yours ever, 
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(Sgd) D.C.MacGillivray. 


nr EXTRACT FROM SIR H. GURNEY'S LETTER 


a3 


oe TO MR. J. M. MARTIN DATED 20.7.7. 


een 


ae 
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Sey 
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xt 


You may like to have this snort (and I fear hurried 
note on UNSCOP. There has been a very marked change of 
attitude on the part of all the members of the Committee 

except Guatemala and Uruguay) during the past week or two, 
and when I talked to them yesterday for over two hours the 
atmosphere was very different from that of the first meeting. 
They thought that they would get away with my answering a 
few questions of which they had given notice, but I had to 
take the opportunity to get on the record a lot of other 
things that I had been storing up. Our "Green Paper” 
replying to some of the more wicked Jewish Agency evidence 
is fairly strong in places - and none the worse for that. © 
But we have stuck to facts, and the airing of the truth, 
for a change, will repay. 


auasafay 
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unintelligible question which he read out (?from & | 
telegram from Belgrade). Having a long reply ready which 7 
I was anxious to give to another question which was not ae 
asked, I gave him that one and he expressed himself 

satisfied. The Guatemalan asked me whether the police 

state conditions, etc., in Palestine were not deplorable, 

to which I said that I did not think that any British . 
Administration anywhere would require any advice on that 

point. The Chairman liked this and asked me to repeat i 
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Sandstrom came round to my house and thanked me for 


our evidence and what we had done for them yesterday evening 
and gave me a fully frank account of his own views and 
difficulties. Having started as a federalist, he is now 
all for Partition. He can find a clear majority for this 
among the individuals on the Committee, but fears that some 
of them may be instructed by their Governments to follow a 


line contrary totheir own conclusions. This is, 


lef Se secretary! 8 Office, 


SECRET AND. PERSONAL 


| “hé of: — CHiét-Sée étary -on’ the 
went off very weld.'© “THe” ‘attftude Tadopted “by: the omemibes 
was markedly “Mera f iéndlty than: atthe first meeting. 
16th June: held ‘ishortly- afterc:they had arrived: ir Palestine 
and only Granados - ‘pat: questions “whieh obviously. ut 
ulterior political motive other® ‘tHan | the genaine : aes tre: 
solve the * local problem; he again challenged. the ‘légabity:.. 
of the Defence opimereency) Regulations, questioned the value 
thes: system. ‘of detention: without trial, 
and tried, ¥ ‘gueéesS; to léarn: how: many: men! ithe te sare: 
ina division of British epee the Onder: lasted i 05 
devoted to the =C 3 Secretary! 


ere ete =k 2 tat Tees Soe a ie ray Bho j +21 nts 


refuted a few 0 af then ale . i EWI bi. 
Agency' a ees 


2. The Palestitie Post's. Gritica 

History"of Palestine. ‘ander ‘British 

____ contained in’ enclosed. cutting from’ the ‘4dssue. OP. the: 
— 20th July, It is pretty: ‘coming’ ‘from: thet 

direction, ‘amounts - a bribute’ to: the 'aceuracy and i}. 


objectivity 0 of the memorandum. Pe 

. On Friday ‘the Ohéirman. and. the Yugéslav delegate. 
visited’ the’ vAgéncy's' clearance up’ for. tegal 
immigrants - at Hadera and -the. infirmary Pore injured and sick 
illegal lfimigrants Athlite. “Also; 7in the. afternoon, they 
withessé@ the! éranshipme the wneeet imnigrants. fromthe 


“President Warfield’ in Ha! a } moe 'Chairmar told. 
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J. M..- Martin, Bsd.'y 3 
The Colonial Office, 
London. 


me that he had listened to the "propaganda broadcast" 

from the ship at 7.30 that morning; that he fully 

sympathiséd withsthe-:deplorable and sad plight of 

"the pawns im ‘the-game", but was sickened ‘by: pee ahs 

use made ef thenrty the Zionist propaganda machine. ~~" 

He asked ores the procedure adopted by the illegal 
g<occasion was normal and I told him, 

in reply, that, “although last year resistance to boardin 

parties and even to the process of transhipment ;was.. 

usual, it was clear that the policy of Hagana in this 

regard shad | Ldtersbeen changed and jin 

had zheeicno eneststaace ae ‘pesgistanc } 

oecas ton was <a their previous polices per 

Therd tis ino doubt that the goad rmen font sece cae 

resistenc écand | 

conse quéncés -had:p: 


theiGomnbttee's ‘benefit. 
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atid bt 


Lé. was ‘ancexcelkent th ibhat: her saw, for Ws 
himse f Bri tish«avalgemiki tary, apd pobie: fences 


ee 


eee Be eB Cer era | eh te a Om po tee haa ne 


transhipmen nt tniHaifa.Bay.:: Be~ 

afterwards: that:he had seen: 

tén. years. ofs:age come down the. .ganeway: from ee. 
"President Warfield" vearrying -acheary sui tqase-and 
crying; he was followed off the ship by a British 
soldieriwho-had- been: injured and had 'plood=upon. hi 
the soldietrbook: the: boy Scibe agiend carried: it-foe 
and said “*Cheer..up-daddie;j -loeng b-afore 
you' re:bd¢ek: yy Phe Ghadrman' s. ‘eomment. on;this 
ineident tas "Why 

their reports?" 
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At his» request theyCommittec, before deaving:. © 
yesterday, granted: anninterviiew:.to ‘a: ee ze Graue r 
who ‘was: aboard the::!!President:: Warfiela" 
to“be.ancaceredited correspondent.-of. 
anda: fhember’ of ithe .Ameri¢an Ghoishian Palestine Gomittes 
Thé .erchosed ‘cuttings from: Of: 
20th July and 21st July give ‘an idea of the sort of 


stories he has beenspreading since his arrival 


x 
Sy 


eat TP OK 
* 


marys ach f 
asa acvaat 


a ver: obvious difficulty. |The Czech and the Yugoslav 
are both, personally, most friendly and one might almost. 
say pro-British but they won't be allowed to vote that way. 


Sandstrom also told me that what had impressed him 
most at Haifa on Friday was a small boy coming off the 
Pres.Warfield crying and carrying a heavy suitcase, followed 
by a soldier wounded and covered with blood who took over 
the suitcase, patted him on the head and said ‘Cheer up, 
it won't be long. ' Why don't the American Press 
correspondents see these things? 


The general security situation is clearly 
deteriorating on both sides. The departure of the 
Committee, the return of the Warfield immigrants, the 
despondency of the Jews and their expected anger at our 
showing up their evidence, the pending death sentences ard 
possible fate of the two kidnapped men and the sequel 
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and there are warnings of an Arab demonstration at” the 
end of Ramadhan, 
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TELEPHONE: 
LONGACRE $-2070 


52/120/47 


UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 


E6901 


A JUL W947 


Dear Devartment, Steck as 


REPLIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 
P. O. Box 304 
New YorK 1, N. Y. 


26th July, 1947 


qv \ 
wav we refer to your telegram No. 2061 of 22nd July about H.M.G's 
“enorandum on tre rolitical History of Palestine uncer British Adminis-— 
tration? 


We understand that this memorandum constitutes tne account of 
H.ew.Gts. admini 
in his letter to the Secret 


tha s ore cL! el ° > 4 S 
air atG CEEHT) 2 vHOUErehe we al 


of the Special Committee will refer to it and verhaps . 

may even include tne menorandum as en annexe to the revort. We cannot, 
therefore, lay it before the Assembly as thourh it were something new. 
If we were to nresent to the Assembly evidence already laid before the 
Committee, there is the danger (a) that it might fall flat, (b) that 

the other interested parties might feel ecually entitled to lay belore 
the Assembly the evidence which they gave to the Committee (and so waste 


i the Assembly's time), and (c) that we might lay ourselves onen to the 


charge that we were going over the head of the Special Investigating 
Committee. 


You have no doubt considerec these points. A possible solution 
would be for our Representative at the Assenbly to refer to this document 
as a memorandum already oresented to the Special Committee, if necessary 
drawing the atten*ion of tne Assembly to it in so far as the revort of 
the Sveciel Committee fails to do justice to it. 


If it is decided that, although we have already presented the 


"iemorandum on the Administration of Palestine" as evidence to the 
/Committee... 


United Nations (Political) Department, 
Foreign Office, 
LONLON, S.W.1. 


Jj J 
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Committee, it is necessary to present it separately as an Assembly docu- 
ment, the technical guestion of printing and distribution arises. In 
our letter No. 236/3/47 of 10th July we said that we should need at 
least another 100 copies for the vurooses of the General Assembly. We 
have since consulted the Secretariat on this voint. It appears that if 
the memorandum is to have the status of a numbered Assembly document, 

s will be necessary. At the last Assembly the Secretariat was 
obliged to run off between 3,000 and 4,000 copies of all documents; this 
vear they are going to do their best to cut this figure down, and they 
have themselves susgested that 500-1,000 copies might be sufficient. 

They ooint out, however, that the printing resources of the United Nations 
will be taxed to the extreme between now and the Assembly, and in view of 
the size of ovr document, the Secretariat would very much appreciate it 

s4f the Government printer at Jerusalem could arrange to run off the extra 
copies needed, since oresumably he has the type set up for this purpose. 
The Secretariat will in any event have the task of preparing and repro- 
ducing translations into Russian and French. 


more copie 


The arrangements to be made will denend on whether or not tne 
Investigating Committee decides to include the memorandum as an annexe 


oe | +. we e 7 3 a - : ° . _ 
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Jerusalem and to vay for his services. 


In the meantime, we have acouired some of the 100 copies of the 
memorandum received at Washington. If you agree, we propose to send 
copies to the Secretary-General and the Security Council Delegations with 
our compliments, explaining that this is the official account of H.M.G's. 
administration in Palestine which is to be presented to the Assembly, but 
which has already been given to the Special Commission to aid it in its 


task. 


We are sending copies of this letter to H.M. High Commissioner 


at Jerusalem. 


Yours eveyp, 


DELEGATIGQN. 
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| Top Secret. 
_ | Secret. 
| Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. 


y.K.Delegation, 


New York. 


of the 26th uly, 


| Ap gency 


¢ 
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hertrereD 


| Dear Delegations: - 


Please refer to your letter Noe so/ao7 

@n the presentation to’ the 
General Assembly of the Memorandum entitled "fhe 
Political History offlestine under British. | 
Administration", | 


This document was first promised in Sir 


: Alexander Cadogan s letter to the Secretary 


ieahenel of une end April. You will remember: 


| that Dr. silver, when he spoke pee Jewish 


the First Commi ttee on the 8th May, 


interpreted this passage in the letter as meaning » 


that the document would-be submitted to the next 


Session of the Assembly, but would not previously - 


be made available to the Special Committee. sir 
Alexander Cadogan] x intervened in the 

pose ieeaen to Correct ae impressions and to mers 
it clear that the Special Committee would be 
provided with the Memorandum (Minutes of 50th 


meeting of First Committee, Pages el and 32). 


It should therefore be clear to the members of 


the Assembly that Wwe are not committed to produc- 


ing any document exclusively for the use of the 
@itumn Session. In offering information to the 
Assembly, we in fact offered it to an organ of. 
the United Nations, together with such of its 
dependent Committees (ineluatng the Special 
Commi Hen of Palestine) as mi ght require this 
information, | - 
papehermore/ it would be difficult, to say 
the least, to produce a new aha aifrerent | 


and (aoe we did 


So, should we not expose ourselves to the accusa-— 


document on the same Subject. 
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tion that we had mi enneda edn the Special 
Committee material whack fit evidently - from 
our action in submitting it to the @utumn Sessic 
Of the Assembly _ considered to be of value? 

We must therefore accept the risk, to whic 
attention is drawn in the second paragraph of 
your letter, that the Memorandum may fall flat. 
It is true that other interested parties may ast 
present to the Assembly the evidence they have 
given to the Bpéetal. Committee, but. ‘in any event 
this could not Be prevented, and there ‘is no 
necessity en ane assembly to waste any time as 


a result of the distribution of ‘printed ‘efydencel 


MARGIN. 


We are not worried by the possible charge that wk 
are going over the head of the Special Committee 


With regard to the production of extra copiks, 


IN THIS 


the Colonial Office are asking Jerusalem whether 


they can supply an addi tional 1,000, to be paid 
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Jerusalem will agree, and should like to know. 


definitely whether the Secretariat wish to place 
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this order 


Meanwhile, we agree that you should send 
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copies to the Secretary General and the Security 


NOTHING 


Council nieces We are ourselves sending || 
the Memor anduin: to ea ‘Latin-American posts, and 
some of these copies may be given to Latin-Ameritan 
Governments. | 

We note that at the beginning of your fourtl 
paragraph you Te bers of the Memorandum’ on the | 
Administration of Palestine.” This is the title 
of the document Submitted by the Government of 
Palestine, but we assume that you are referring 
throughout your letter to the Memorandum submittdd 


by His Majesty's Government. 
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KEstRICTED 


Dear Delegation, 


Please refer to your letter No. 52/120/47 of 
the 26th July, on the presentution to the General 
Assembly of the Memorandum entitled "The Political 
Metory of °alestine under British Administration". 


Tie decument was first oremised in Cir 
Alexander Cadogan’s Letter to the Seerctary General 
of the 2nd April. You will remember that Dr. 
‘dlver, when he spoke for the Jewich Agency before 
the First Committe. on the 3th Vay, internvreted 
this paseage in the letter as meaning that the 
do:ument would be suimitted to the next <eesion of 
the Assembly, but would not previously be “ade 
available to the Speeial Comittee. Cir -lexander 
Cadogan later intervened in the discussion to correct 
thie imprescion, and to make it clear that the 
Special Committee would be provided with the 
Yemorandum (‘dnutes of 59th meeting of Firct 
Committee, Pa-es 21 and 32). It should therefore 
be clear to the members of the sssembly that we are 
not comnitteed to vroducing any documents | 
exelucively for the use of the autnu session. In 
offering information to the Assembly, we in fact 
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together with ench of ite dependent Vomnittees 
(including the Speeiel Committee on Palestine) as 
might require thie information. 
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rurthermore it would be dai.ficult, to cay 
the least, to produce a mw ani different document 
on the sam subject. Anc if we did so, should We 
not expose ourvelvers to the secusation that ye had 
witheld from the {‘pecial Comittee material which 
we evidently - from our action in submitting it 
to the autum :eesion of the sssenbly - considered 
to be of value? 
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| We met therefore accept the rie’. to which la a aan | ac 
attention ie drawn in the seconc paragraoh of your : 7 ae . 
letter, the the ecorandum nay fel. flat. It 1s 
true that other interested partics may also 
spesent to the Assembly the evidenes they have 
given to the Special Committec, but in any event, 
this could not be prevented, and there is no 
necessity for the .ssembly to taste any tim: as a8 
result of the dietribuation of printed cvidence. 
He are not worricce by the possible charg: that we 
arc goin: over the head of the &necial Committee. 


WIth’ ece 


United Kingdom Del: gation. to the United Nations, 
Wew York. 
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they ccn supcly an additional 1,000, to bu paid a eee 
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‘eanwhile, we agree that you should send ied ee 
eonies to the “eeretary General and the -ecurity fe | ae a 
Council Delegations. We are ourselves sending the ee Bee as we 
‘emorandum to all “atin-American post , and some as ae ee 
of these copies may be given to Latin-American e = o 


Government: 


ce note that at the beginning of your fourth 
paragraph you «pea of the te-grandum on the 
administration of Palectine’. This is the title 
of the documnt submitted by the Government of 
Palestine, but we asrume thet you are referring 
throughout your letter to the “emorancurn submitted 
by Hie “Vasesty’s Governacnte 
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MAILING ADDRESS—-ADRESSE POSTALE 
BOX. 1000, NEW YORK 1, N. Y., U. & A. 


UNITED NATIONS 


LAKE SUCCESS, NEW-YORK * FIELOSTONE 7-1100 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
eo 4 


REFERENCE: nies — mena,’ ee: e 
306-2-9/DZ (~ | | 23 July 1947 


E 6907 
wut 1H 


The Acting Secretary-General of the United Nations presents 
his compliments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs in the United Kingdom and has the honour to 


draw his attention to the following matter. 


LiL une pacparausun Wh pai area mews en ee ae Joe ES 


the United Netions Special Coumittes on Palestine ‘the Secretary- 
General teak the liberty of reproducing, with certain purely 
technical modifications, five maps from the "Report of the Anglo- 


American Committee of Enquiry regarding the problems of European 
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Jewry and Palestine", London 1946. In the great haste in which 


The Right Honourable Ernest Bevin, M.P.; 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary 

of State for Foreign Affairs; 

in the United Kingdon, 

Foreign Office, 

Downing Street,. 

London, S.W. ly; 

England. 
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| the documentary data was prepared, the possible-necessity for 
requesting specific permission for these reproductions was 
overlooked. 

The Acting Secretary-General therefore encloses copies of 
these publications, and has the honour formally to request - 


permission to reproduce them as enclosures in United Nations 


documents. 
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Reproduced by United Nations from the 
Report of the Anglo-American Committee 
of Enquiry regarding the problems of 
European Jewry and Palestine, London, 


1946. Scale |: 750,000. 
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Copyright otriatly renerved- vide Ordinance Me. 16 of 1920 Printed by O.S. from reproduction material 
supplied by Survey of Palestine, 1946, 
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Reproduced by United Nations from the ee f 
Repor? of the Anglo-American Committee cw) 


of Enquiry regarding the problems of , MAP No ‘ 7 


European Jewry ond Palestine, London, 
1946. Scale |'750,000. 
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MEAN ANNUAL RAINFALL. 


Prupaced by the Palwaline Meteorological Servica. Department of Civil 
Awatiun. foe the Angto-Amercan Committee of Inquiry. March 1946 
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900-1100 § 3 35-43 
800- 900 RN 24-35 
300- 800 12-24 
100- 300 4-12 
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NOTES. 


Thw Means used for Ihe preparation of thiamap are 
reduced lo the intarnstional penod 1901-1950. 
Data up to 1945 are used for the area south of a line 
running from Natenya to Tuiharm. Ras et ‘Ein. Jerussiom 
and Kallia, and for Trana-Jordan. 
Data uv to 1938 are used for the resi of the map. 

. The degree of retiabslity of the map in southern Palestine 
1¢ considered io be 

High in the Coastal Piein. South Judman Hills end 
Lower Jorden Valley: 
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Faw in the plains of the Negeb: 
Low in the Negeb hills and in Wadi ‘Arabe. 
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_. POPULATION. 1944. 


Compiled by the Research Staff of the Angic American 
_ Committee of taquiry from the estimetes of the Oepartrment 
of Statstics of the Government of Palestine. for 31st 
‘Decomber. 1944. for each urban and village area. 
Moslems. Jews. Christians. Druses. 
280. S00 sn * e 
$06-1,000 ° ®. 
1.000-2.000 ® 


Villages and towns of over 2.000 
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‘The religious minorities have not been shown 

(e) in settlements of under 2.000 persons where 
they number toes then 50. _ 

(b) in settioments of ever 2.000 where they are 
tess than three por cent. cf the total. 

Nomadic populations have act been indicated. 


They have not been enumerated since 1931. when . ‘ e 
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LAND TRANSFERS REGULATIONS 1940 


ZONE A: Transfer of land save to o Polestinian Arab 
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to a Polestinion Arob prohibited, except in 
epecial circumstances. 
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Reproduced by United Nations from the 
Report of the Anglo-American Committee 
of Enquiry regarding the problems of 
European Jewry and Palestine, London, 
1946. Scale |'1,000,000. 
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A TENTATIVE LAND CLASSIFICATION MAP 


Compiled by the Research Staff of the Anglo-American Committee 
the Departments of Agriculture, Lands. Irrigation and Statistics of 


A. GOOD QUALITY LAND 
. HIGH CLASS LAND. level or gently undulating, with fertile 
soils and en adequate water supply 8... eee eee 


GOOD LAND, with loamy soils, similar to (1), but with lower 
velefah ee cette erent freee 
GOOD LAND, with deep alluvial ectle, suitable for a wide 
rangs of ground crops and, where irrigation is availeble for 
intensive farming ........---0-..5. eee cere eee eeekees 
BR MEDIUM QUALITY LAND 
F UPLANDS OF LIMESTONE. with steep and terraced slopes. 
much shallow soil end rock outcrop, with tracts of deeper soils 
in valleys 
UPLANDS, similer to (4) but with more bare rock, steeper 


SEMI-DESERT LOWLAND, with good loess soils, but 
cultivation imited by low and very verieble rainfall 
C. POOR QUALITY LAND 
| LOWLANDS, with limited seasonal crops and grazing; some 


of cultivable land if irrigated 

DRY ERODED HILLS. 

(a) Northern Bele, with sufficient moisture for patches of .......5505 5 6 
cultivation where sufficient soil 


. COASTAL SAND DUNES...........-.-2----- 202s eee ctr tee 


SOUTHERN DESERT OR NEGEB, deeply eroded uplands 
and southern rift valley. 0.0 01... cece eee tere e eee § 
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MAP No.50 UNITED NATIONS PRESENTATION No. 39! 
MAY 1947 
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of Inquiry in collaboration with 
the Government of Palestine. 


DOMINANT USE 
a 


cat tin a ttn SN 
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deciduous fruita .......... -- NSN 
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_ deciduous fruits. 2.00.2...) 8 
Beriey, wheat end melons. | . | 


. .0f irrigation on favourable sites . 
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Desert with scanty patches of 
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Land new partly irrigated... 
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Printed by O.S. from reproduction material 
supplied by Survey af Palestine 1946. 
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Pee E 6907/951/32 
ee reece OFFICE, 
L2th August, 1947. 
Sir, : 
Oa I am directed by Mr. Secretary Bevin to 
Ee te aa invite your attention to the enclosed copy of a 


note from the Acting Seecretary~General of the United 
Nations, requesting formal permission to reproduce 
as enclosures to United Nations documents the maps 
contained in Cmd. 6808, As the reproductions have 
already been made and utilised, the request is in 


reality for an ex post facto consent. it is 
assumed that there is no objection to this _consent 


ie 


confirm this assumption. 


I am, 
sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(Sed-) 0.49. Rater 
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The Controller 
of His Majesty's Stationery Office. 
ey 4 vy J 
: . f i 


sphone : MAYfair 7755. 


oO H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, 
addrested to 1s letter should be Soret 429, OXFORD STREET, 
THE CONTROLLER g : LONDON, W.1. 
Quoting ms 5f5h2. 
Your Ref. E..6907/951/31, pee eS 
September 1947. 


a 
5 My ‘ 


With reference to'Mr. Baxter's letter of the 12th August I have to 
acquaint you for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs that the Maps relating to the Report of the Anglo-American Committe 
of Enguiry regarding the problems of European Jewry and Palestine, 
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The Colonial Office (Middle East Department) has however been consul- 
ted and it is understood that that Department takes no exception to the 


The Under Secretary of State, /reproduction 


Foreign Office, 
S.W.1 e 
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reproduction of these maps by the United Nations. 


I am, Sir, 
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Controller. 
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16th September, 1947. 
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(E 6907/951/31) 


Dear Delegation, 


Please reier to the Acting 
Secretary-General's note of the 
23rd duly, requesting formal 
permission (ex post facto 
for the reproduction of certain 
maps of Palestine. 


ey 
sheyes 


L1G VUCLlLeUGaLlyrvuivi as m38ag 


be informed that no exception is 
taken to the reproduction of these 
maps by the United Nations. 


Yours ever, 
BASTERN DEPARTMENT. 
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United Kingdom Delegation to the 
United Nations, 
New York. 
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FROK GENNVA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
(From United Kingdom Delegation) 


Wo, 1162, D: 5.52 pom. Slst July, 1947 
Slst July, 1947. 
Rk: 7.15 pom. Slst July, 1947, 


Tears Wai 
Lidia 1 cy ie 
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pecret. . 
| Ale : 


Following for Secretary of state for the Colmies. 
“ollowing for iartin from i.acuillivray. 


I saw Sandstrom this morning. ile said that sand 
had expressed view strongly that hearing of oral 
evidence from representative of i.andatory power was 
unnecessary; the Committee had therefore decided 
to postpone further discussion until my return in hope 
that I micht be able to give indication of Ilis 
Majesty's Government's attitude, J thereupo delivered 
the message contained in the note which you handed to 
me yesterday evening and left a copy of this note with 


Bip lew Oy 8s ee WLLEA WV Law side a ae & iw - ~~ LF _ 


committee. Sandstrom said that it was he and 5lon who 
had thought it would be appropriate to receive oral 
evidence from Ilis hajesty’s Government but that the 


others did not _ seem to feel ve stron ety about it 
I therefore added, in amplification of the note but 


making it clear that this was for his personal 
information, that, while ilis Liajesty’s Government was 
very anxious to give every assistance, they were also 
anxious that no grounds should be given for suspician 
that they were attempting to influence the committee 
in any direction and that a visit to Geneva by a 
winister or other senior representative (unless 
strictly confined to a fornal public hearing at which 
questions would be asked the answers to which could 
no doubt just as well be given in writing or maybe 
were already covered by lis iiajesty's (¢overnnent's 
memorandum) might well give such grounds or be 
misrepresented to the public in some other sense. 

ie replied that the committee themselves would be 

no less anxious to avoid any such rumours and that 

it mivht be best if, as suggested in the note, any 
information required from the iuandatory rower were 

to be obtained in writing through me. I then asked 
s¢ the matter could be given cosideration by the 


committee as soon as possible since the plans of 
liinisters were dependent on the decision reached, 


/ile 
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He replied that he did not wish to call a special 
meeting to discuss this matter but that I could take it 
that, in view of what I had said, it was very unlikely 
that the committee would wish to pursue the proposal 
that a senior representative of His liajesty's Government 
should come to Geneva. In the face of this statement 

{ did not feel able to press him further to convene 
committee immediately. Since he himself appears to 
have been principal pretagonist in favour or oral 
evidence by His :ajesty's Government (supported, I 
fancy, by Hoo {sic? ::cod] who is ever ready to 

refer to the terms of reference) and since it would 

now seem that he has appreciated that he could not, 
under such guise, achieve in Geneva his plan for 
tunderground discussions" in complete secrecy 

and without rousing accusations of collaboration, it can, 
I believe, be assuned that sugsestion will not be 
pursued further. 


29, I widerstand that decisio to send sub- 
committee te visit DP. camps was taken after hearing 
evidence yesterday in private by representative of the 
Tn 0, (¢ Sqmmerfeld), Sendstren told me that this 
representative had described “Lonist prepagandist 
metheds in these camps and mentioned in particular an 
illustrated poster comparing the delishts of Palestine 
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to say that he considered rincipal purpese ef visit 
by sub-committee would be to assess nunoers who 
genuinely desired 16 29 te Palestine, ‘he Chairman 

ef the sub-committee will be [iood, whe had a the 
eutset eppesed the whele prepesal te send a sub- 
camittee on this visit but was subsequently persuaded 
by Sandstren to lead the party. The sub-committee 
will censist of twe ether delegations (Granades and 
Fabregat) and nest ef the gitermates. They will travel 
in ene party. ‘the visits are likely to be confined 

te caps in the American zene of Germany. the sub- 
committee expects arrangenents will be made in time 

to enable them te leave Geneva early next week 

and to return here after eignt days. 
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3. Please repeat te Palestine. 


[Advance copies sent o Secretary of State for the 
Colonies ]. 
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. I saw Sandstrom this morning. He said thet Rand 
had expressed view strongly that hear ing of oral evidence 
from representative of Yandatory Power was unnecestary; 
the Committee had the one Purther 
aiseussion watil my return in hope twa « shle to 
give indication of H.il. Goverment : : | 
thereupon delivers fs which 
you handed to me yerteruay 
the Comittee. Sandstrom said that it was ne 
had thought i¢ would be appropriate to recelve oral. 
evidence from H.M, Government bus that the others did not 
seem to feel very etrongly about it. I therefore 2dded y 
in amplification of the note but making it Clear: that this 
was for hia personal information, thet while H.M. Governmen’ 
was very anxious to give every assiatance, they were alse 
anxious that no grounds shouid. ve given Yor suapicion that 
they were attempting to infivence the Committee in any 
direction ani that a visit to Geneva by a Minister or other 
senior representative (imless strictly confined to a formal 
public hearing at muich questions would te agked the snswers 
to which could no doubt just as well be ‘given in Frabing — 
or maybe were already covered by HM. Governnent's | 
memorandum) might well give such grounds or be misrepresented 
to the public in some other senioe He replied that the 
Committes themselves would oe no Yesa anxious to avoid any 
such Pumours and that it might be beat if, es suggested in 
the note, sny information apequired fvom the Mandatory 
Power were to be obtained in weiting through me. I Ghen 
asked. if the matter wuld be given ecnsideration. by the 
Commitiee ag soon as possible since Tas phans of Ministers — 
were dependent on the edecision reached. He replied that os 
did not wish to call a special meeting to discuss this 
matter but tet I could take 1% that, in view of what i had 
said, it was very wilikely that the Tommittee would wieh ta 
pursue the proposal that a genior representative of HM, 
Goverment should come to Genera. In the Face of this 
statement I did not fceli able ta press ban further to 
convene Committee immediaicly. Since pe bimself appears 
to Rave Deen principal protagonist in Tevour of oral 
evidence by AoM. Government (aupperted, I Laney, by Hoo who 
ig ever ready to refer to the ‘~erng ol reference) and 
since it would now seem that he hes wopyeciated that he 
gould not, wider Bush gulee s sehievre in Geneva his. pian Tor 
Tundereround, discussions” in complete seurecy and without 
rousing acrusationa of scitaporavion, it can, I believe, 
be assuned that sugs@estlon. wilt now be mursued Pustner. 
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. # I umnderstend that decision to send Sub-- 
Committes to visit D.P. camps was taken after hearing 
evidence yesterday in private by representative of — 
the I.R.G. (7. Sommerfeld). Sandstrom told me ¢hat 

this representative had deseribed Zionist propagandist 
methods im these camps and mentioned in particular an 


illustrated poster comparing the delights of Palestine 


With the rigows of New York, Sendstrom went on to 
say that he considered principal puroose ef viels by 
Sub-Committee would be $0 assess numbers who senuinely 
adesired to go t¢ Palestine. The Chealroan of the Sube 
Committees will be (?Hood), who had at the outset 
Opposed the wheels proposal to send & Sub-Commitiee on 
this visit but waa subsequently persuaded tyr Sanda trom 
to leat, the party. Phe Sub-Comnitces will congiss 


of UwWo other delegates (Granados and Fabeegst) and most 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


SANT TG 


Oth July, 1947. 29.35 asm. BO0th July, 19 
0000 


IMPORTANT 


United Nations Committee on Palestine. 
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The Committee have asked for the text of 
osal for provincial autonomy made by 


LLQLVG VWUULL Vw whew 


and American officials Last summer (the 


proepes LTS 
this cannot be given to them until the United 
“tates Gevernnent have been censulted. 


ae * 


nak 


2, We sheuld like te give them the report 
of the twe delegations of officials, dated the 
6th July, 1946 and entitled "Palestine: Statemen 
ef Policy". We do not however prepese to give 


them the appendices. 
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3, Please ask the state Department for 
their consent to this action. You will remember 
that the repert leaked into the American press 
shertly after it was written, but we do net 
censider that this abselves us frem censulting 


then. 


4, It is of ceurse not our intention that 
the decument shall be published. 
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FROM Nu YORK 


(From Permanent United Kingdom Representative to United 
Nations ) 


ir. Lawford De 7.00 pem ist August 1947 
Noe 2063 Re 2.00 aem. 2nd August 1947 


ist August 1947 
Repeated to Jerusalem 
Washington (Saving) 


ecccc ce 


Palestine. 


Following is substantive passage of letter (copies by 
from Acting Secretary General. Dated August ist. 


[ Begins ] 


The United Nations Special Committee on Palestine has 
decided to send a sub- Commi tice consisting of ten members 


$a tsi ati $ anpemh he Aantnaa in Gerpeny anA Awatrnd a OC at an 


members of the Secretariat Will be attached to the sub- 
Committee, and it is likely that a number of accredited 
journalists will accompany the sub-Committee during its 
visit in those areas. In accordance with this decision of 


the Special Committee and with paragraph 8 of the General 
Assembly Resolution: | 


I have the honour to request that you communicate 
with your Government as soon as possible, in view of the 
intended visit of the sub-Conmittee early next week, and 
ask that the Military Commander of the British Zone in 
Germany and Austria be advised to afford full facilities to 
this sub-Committee during its work“in that area. 


The names of the members of the sub-Committee, of the 


Secretariat and the accompanying journalists Will be 
communicated directly to the Military Commander of the Zone. 


ae Please advise how I should freply. 


Horeign Uffice please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram 
No. 62. 


[Copies sent to Telegranh Section, Colonial Vffice 
for retransmission]. Ae 
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No, 1540. D. 9.02 pem. August 2nd, 1947,. 
August 2nd, 1947, 


Repeated to Jerusalem 


our telegram No, 1169 [of 1st August: Palestine 
Committee]. 


Following for MacGillivray. 


aduasafay 


54 


‘e have received the Acting Secretary-General's 
request, made in accordance with peretee 8 of the 
General Assembly's resolution of the 15th i 


Ar aRNY 
e 
e 


? for 
facilities in the British zones of Gormany and 
Austria,.-He is being informed that facilities will 


gent to the two zones, 


2. Detailed arrangements should be concerted 
directly between the sub-committee and the suthorities 
in the zones, 


Please inform Mood of the above, 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 


PROM FOREIGN OF iT CE( GERMAN oHCTIUN) TO BeRuIN & VIENNA. 
No.1463 Basic to BERLIN. | SECRET. 
4 /AU2 tO ViIBNNéé. 

WOST* IMMEDIATE... . :. 


2nd August, 1947. 
_ D. 2.35 pm 2nd August 1947. 


Repeated: Lubbec a, 
eins ey ee DP). —- No ,2l40 basics OST IMMEDIATE. 
Genéva — U, 
New York - U.K. eles te bion( for EAHFORD) 


@ V ‘ ty -. 


‘ Hy 
é a ‘ ea . ie ‘ : ‘ wi: ’ » 


LIGHT. — ‘ne United Nations Special Comittee on PALESTINE 
has decided to send a sub-committee consisting of ten members 


tO visit assembly centres of vewish v.r's in U6 FEN and LUSUPLA« 


Seven embers of the Secretariat will be attached to the sup- 
cOumittee and it is understood that about seven accreaited 
journalists will accompany the sub-committee during its visit. 


a You are requested to aiford full facilities to the 

Sub-committee to enable it to carry out its work in your area. 

These tacilities will probably include office ana living 
ccomuodation, transport and interpretation. 


or The sub-committee will leave GEV. early the week 
beginning 4th august. Their Itinerary will be WON ICH, VIENNA, 
BERLIN, BELSEN, CENEVa., 


4 Chairman of sub-committee is Mr. HOOD (Australian 
Dele: cate) wnao is being asked to communicate dates of visit and 
further details as soon as they are known. 


Oe | it is hoped to provide the sub-committee with a 
British 'plane for long-distance transport. 


Ors LOabor: hiy Jviny. 


Di stribation: Standard Travel Policy. 
PS Air ehiay ne W. 
lr. .Gladwyn vebo. 
hur. Boothby. 
lui Deeley. 
lier Patrick Dea 
fur Underwood CO “copies lo 
serman Refugee Dept (6 coples). 
Mastern Dept. 
G7i2o. wv’ U.N.(Hoon) Dept. 
1/402. ue | 
65. 
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7 Delece tion(for WwaCCTLULVBAY ) ROUTINE. 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 


FROM FOREIGN UPFICE(GERMAN SECTIUN) TO BERLIN & VIENNA. 


No.1463 Basic to BERLIN. - SECRET. 
a/4U2 to VIENNA. | 
WOST*. IMMEDIATE... .. 


PSnd aucust, L947. 
nO D. 2.35 pm 2nd August 1947. 


Repeated: Lubbee ‘ Lit decease | ene oe 
~~ eee (PEP) —~ No,2leéO IAS 1c. WOST CiwEDIATE . 
Geneva — U,K,Del ion(for maCGILLIVRAY) ) pyTINE, 
New York - U.K.velegetion(for LAWFORD) ) ~ 
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LIGHT. The United Nations Special Committee on PALESTINE 
has decided to send a sub-committee consisting of ten imempers 
LO visit assembly centres of Jewish J.P's in Germeqyand Austria. 
Seven inembers of the Secretariat will be attached to the sub- 
cOmittee and it is understood that about seven accrecaited 
journalists will accompany the sub-committee during its visit. 


ou. You are requested to a.:ford full facilities to the 
Sub-committee to enable it to carry out its work in your area. 


These vactlities will probably include office ano living 
accomuotvation, transport and interpretation. 


Se _ ‘rhe sub-committee will leave GHhbVa early the week 
beginning 4th august. Their Itinerary will be MUNICH, VIENNA, 
BERLIN, poLSEN, CBNEV.A. | 


~<o 
< 
re] 
@?> 
= 
—4 | 
So 
be} 
_ 
= 
m 
~o 
Ce 
@ 
| nd 
eo 
m 
oO 
o 
a] 
oO 
fo] 
nn 
nn 
oO 
[ oot 
o 
Red 
= 


A Chairman of sub-committee is Mr, HOOD (australian 
Delegate) vho is being asked to cdimmunicate dates of visit and 
further details as soon as they are known. 


Oe It is hoped to provide the sub-committee with a 
British 'plane for long-distance transport. 


Ur ve inaoor: Mir ,ivimy. 


DISC LOUG LOns Standard Travel Polley. 
PSAr .Maynew. 
lr .Gladwyn Jebb. 
hin poothby. 
Wi? Begley. — 
lic Patrick Dean, 
liv Underwood (2 copies). 
yertan Refuzee Dept (6 coples). 
| uastern vept. | 
C72. wv U.N.(Hoon) Dept. 
ne {402 e a 
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“Following from Geneva to. Foreign ottice Hoe 4169 
6. ‘tet. piers for Martin, Colonial. Office from’ MacGhi ld yeay 
7 POpORE Se: Jerusaldns | Beginss - ae a 

‘Hood’a Sub-Committee ‘decidea this ening on: 
following: itinerary: Munich, Vienna, Berlin. end. Dergeh-pélacie « 
‘Yesterday Hood telegraphed Lake Success. ‘requesting Secretary= — 


General to notify British and American Governments of intended ~ = : 


visit. to. camps and to ask that. facilities may be granted. — 
Hood also. communicated direct with Sir Sholto Douglas and. 
Genera ‘Clay. Party will be accompanied by about seven | 
journalista but not by representative of Jewish Agency to- 
- whom: Sandstrom ‘has ineicesed that. their presence is not. 


Cees Ende, ts bey is 


“Serge of State. 


oRoeeres: 

Poynton. 

' Bennett. 
‘Mies Boyd. 
Mre Wall. 


(MYe Biggo 
. Accowts. Branch. 


. Mr ‘Holdings 
\ Re, 3016 eee 
 Poreig: office - 


: Mr. Recien« 
War: t frice. 


Private er ectarr.” 
Private Seexe tango.’ 


MM 


e 
o 
<3 
=< 
Zz 
G?> 
= 
= 
=] 
nN 
= 
= 
m 
mJ 
i —4 
@ 
| ond 
a 
em 
wd 
°o 
r] 
o 
°o 
nn 
nN 
oO 
= 
| aon 
o 
=z 
Ei 


y 


| | PALESTINE | 
Number JE TOLL fase] Hed Ne a Neti S} 
een ee Od Me Eee ts) 
— No. 16 
ie LD) N.S C00: © 


Dated | & A i 
Received | ; \Y ash wdV 


in Registry f{ \e 


Last Paper. 7 (Minutes.) 
- Joe 4 Sea tomes Th 
Cause Gn net ®) 3 | fe 


References. 


saduasafay 


M3. 


" 
& 
1,.PFf CH whilon, Ky fA 7h; 
(Print.) | de t 1S 


| (How disposed of.) 
AIR inarn cZse 


4 C..0 


~s 
=< 
= 
o 
= 
~4 
So 
~ 
= 
= 
m 
wv 
(4 
a 
| md 
o 
m 
° 
So 
2 
= ] 
So 
ww" 
= 
oO 
= 
| oe 
So 
3 
= 


(Action 
completed. ) 


ING ; 

TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
No, 1185. «=p, 6.25 pom, 2nd August, 1947. 
ond August, 1947. R. 8.12 pom. 2nd August, 1947, 


558 
IMMEDIATE. | 


Yeur telegram No, 1559. 

Following for Beeley. 

U.N.S.C.0.P, had hoped for R,A.F. aircraft and 
will not confirm Skyways charter until indjpattiia 


given of prebable cest. J $ fa” 
5 2 
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PROM FOREIGN OFFICE 10 GENEVA 


(fo United Kingdom Delegation). 


No: 1339 | D 5. 32 pom, 2nd Au 
est, 197. - 


11111 
TMMEDI ATS 
Following for MacGillivray. 
Skyways York (registration mark G/AHEI) 


is now Chartered on behalf of UNSCOP.— 


2, It will arrive at Geneva (Cointrin) at - 
18,30 G,M.T, on Mondey the 4th August, The 
Captain (Fraser, who was the Prime Minister 3 
pilot during the war) should be met on arrival 
or informed where he Can contect the Secretariat 
for discussion of times and routes, 


Skyways do not now need the York in 


3. 
London on the 6th, 


h, Plesse ensure that accommodation is reserved 
on the night of the 4th-5th for the crew ef 6 males and 
1 hostess. 


[Cepy sent te Middle Bast Secretariat]. 
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FILES 


FROM GENEVA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
(From United Kingdom Delegation) 


D.10.15 a.m. Srd August, 1947 

No.1186 
3rd August, 1947. R.it.26 am. ard August,. 1947 
MOST TMAEDTATE ee a 

LUUL VUULUR Gy sve Ghee ¢ mad weet #2 S38 bt Fy 
available please pass > Colonial Office for Martin. 

U.N.3.C.0.P are very grateful to you for arrangenents 
made on their behalf for Skyways charter but they are 
bliged to ask that charter. be cancelled since visa 
acilities cannot be obtained in time from United States 
authorities and sigce they have no authority to incur 
heavy expenditure involved, 


[Advance copy sent to hr, Beeley] Mp 
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UTWARD TELEGRAM 


QUTWARD Thien 


DEPARTMENTAL No, 1 


No, 1551. D. 7.47 Pem. Sra August, 1947, 
7 Rew epat | 


IMMEDIATE. hale 
Your telegram No, 1186. 
Following for MacGillivray. 
Skyways charter cancelled. 
[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat ]. 
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BRITISH EUROPEAN AIRWAYS 


®.. Mayfair 9100 


Telex 
Codes 


Ortese K: “tHoy Chak UNS Laten + HF Wretok UcA, 


XX UPVERKXGROSVENGR SE AZOABONKK 
Ruislip 4940 


Bentley’s Second Phrase and LA.T.A.. ou a 


Se ae 8, Hill Street, 
a a ' fa se a & ee London, ,Wele 
LbH/2/528/333. oe 2 a vi a 


é 
‘ f 
ay k! / ; 
ae 
/ \ 
aa} 
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may / 
- f. 


7th August, 1947. 


B. Alexander, Esq., 

Chief Administrative Officer, 
U.N.O.Special Commission on Palestine, 
U.N.O.Headquarters, 

Geneva, 

SWITZERLAND. 


Copy to: 


(for the attention of - 
Mr eBeeley), 
Foreign Office, | 
Whitehall, O.Wele 
PUB ES ws tg 

Fe aan, ft 
Dear Sir, 


This will confirm that we have reserved,on your 
behalf,a York aircraft operated by Messrs. Skyways Ltd., 
from the 8th to the 15th August, to operate to a schedule 
to be agreed between yourselves and essrs. Skyways Ltd., 
Se oe eer eee tee ego Meuse: 


We note that you willbe contacting Messrs. Skyways 
Ltd., direct as to the list of passengers. 


We enclose Special Flight Agency Voucher No.93 
to cover this charter; the copy with the 6d gtamp affixed 
should be signed by you and returned to this ‘ffice. The 
remaining copy of the Voucher Shoud be exchanged by 
a menberof the U.N.O. party for the requisite tickets 
and documentation of Messrs. Skyways Ltd. 


Your cheque for the above amount, which we understand 
will be payable in dollars, should be sent to the Accountant, 
Personal ledgers, B.E.A., Ruislip, ,Middx. 


Your attentionis drawn to the reverse side of the 
Special Flight Agency Voucher. 


Yours faithfully, 


AEE CCR OD 


G.H.W. WHARTON, 
Charter Superintendent, 
for SALES MANAGER. 


/ 


“Under Secretary of State; 7 
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Next Paper. 
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HIS Majesty's Minister at Beirut 
presents his compliments to bh.M.P.Secretary of 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under- eu sationed 


documents. 


British.... begabion s We 


eoeoeseon eoeveoeveese . eat 
ad 4! 


Beirut. { foe 


eee eee eee eer eseeseeseseseseeeeesesese 


2ath..0ul 7. AMO?! 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


Reference telegrams 550-558 and 566 to 
Foreign Office. 


Description of Enclosure 
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Sree 


B. French text of Arab statement. 
C. Arab State answers to questions 
by Committ 
Arab State 
by Indian 
to F.0. Statement 
only) 


‘391430 GY0938 cIENd 3HL 4O LHOIYAdOD 


answers to questions 
ember of the Committee. 
Iraqi delegate. 


NOO NOT 


Questions by Committee to Arab 
States. 
Copies tos 
Cairo. 
Damascus. 
Bagdad. 
Amman, 
Jerusalem. 


A. Prime = er's opening speech. 
| 
| 

Jedda. 


“Lallo 


cution 


‘du Président. de Conseil — 


in) . 


“ <A Vouverture.de la séance, 
: M. Riad Solh, Président du 
. Conseil, a prononceée le discours 
--gutvant : 


_ + Messieurs, | 
“4Jde suis particuliérement heu- 


yeux de vous souhaiter la bien: 
venue dans ce pays au nom du 
Gouvernement libanais et des 
Gouvernements arabes, qui ont 
' bien voulu que le Liban leur 
serve, une fois de plus, de lieu 
- de rencontre. - a 


“Vous avez supporté sans dou- 
‘te beaucoup de peine pour ve- 
‘nir jusqu’é nous enquéter au 
‘sujet d’un probléme, trés im- 
portant certes, puisqu’il trou- 
‘Ble et inguite toute la partie 
‘sensible du Moyen-Orient, mais 
ala naissance duquel Jes peu- 
_ples arabes n’ont pris aucune 
part. Nous sommes cependant 
: convaincus que vos recherches 
‘aboutiront a des recommanda- 
. {ions qui s’inspireront des prin- 
:Cipes de liberté et de justice 


-rapports des Nations libres. 


val? weshlane, pveslinigaa: 
difficile 4 résoudre. En fait il 
est simple si lon n’y - cher- 
shait que le Droit et la Vérité. 


Il ya d’abondants commen- 
\aires sur le bien-fondé de la 
cause arabe, d’innombrables 
écrits sur les prétentions sio- 
nistes. Les gouvernements ara- 
bes tiennent A souligner de- 
vant votre honorable Commis- 
sion que les Arabes de P: I ‘sti- 


- RIAD E 


SOLH 


ne n’ont pas besoin d’échaf- 
fauder des théories compli- 
quées pour prouver leur droit: 


ils préférent s’adresser 4 votre 


conscience. ; 


_ [Tl nous arrive parfois d’exa- 

miner le probléme palestinien 
de haut et de loin, comme le 
ferait un. gouvernement libre 
-de toute attache avec la Pales- 
tine. Nous nous appercevons 
-al@gs que nos principes démo- 
- @¢Mtiques nous dictent le devoir 
d’appuyer les Arabes. Ces mé- 
mes principes pour la sauve- 
garde desquels nous avons con- 
sentis de grands sacrifices nous 
obligeraient si nous étions ar- 
bitres dans un tel débat a atti- 
rer l’attention de votre hono- 
rable Commission sur le carac- 
tére théocratique et raciste de 
Etat que projette le sionisme 
en terre arabe, 


Messieurs, 


Le Liban est frére de la Pa- 
lestine. Leurs destins dans I’his- 


‘sur lesquels sont..fondés...les.toire:sont étroitement associés. 


En foulant notre sol vous aurez 
certainement l'occasion de ren- 
glorieux et trés riche d’un pa- 
trimoine qui a nourri la civili- 
sation depuis des siécles, ou la 
préeminence et l’excellence 
des valeurs spirituelles se trou- 
vent étre placées au premier 
plan des préoccupations de l'in- 
dividu. 

Vous trouverez les signes cer- 


‘tains d’une renaissance nouvel- 
le d’un peuple qui n'a retrou- 
\vé sa vraie vocation qui est de 
contribuer dans une large me- 
sure a la Civilisation, au pro- 
grés et 4 la prospérite du mon- 
de, que lorsqu’il a pu se déba- 
rasser des chaines gui lentra- 
vaient et qui, étouffaient son 


veritable esprit. 


Le Liban que vous verrez el qui 
ne doit rien a Petranger, est le 
fruit ni du capital, ni de |’effort 
étranger mais du travail et de 
Vapplication de ses propres 
habitants qu’aucune distinc: 
tion religieuse ne divise, tou- 
jours unis pour la sauvegarde 
de leur liberté et leur indépen- 
dance. 


Le Liban n’est donc pas un 
Etat artificiel vivant d’une aide 


artificielle, qui mourrait si 


cette aide venuit un moment a 
s’arréter. 
Messieurs, 

Les pays arabes o:t vécu 
entre eux pendant des siécles 
dans un Etat de relations étroi- 
tes et harmonieuses. Ils _ ne 
toléreront jamais la création 
sur leurs flancs d’un Etat ar- 
tificiels dont l’unique but est 
de les désunir, de ruiner l'édi- 


fice de collaboration qu’ils ont: 


établi ensemble. 

C’est pourquoi, chaque Etat 
arabe se défend en défendant 
la Palestine, en luttant pour 
faire échec anx convolitises 
sionistes. Chaque Etat arabe 
combat pour la paix dans le 
Moyen Orient et dans le Monde 
en cherchant a supprimer 
sa racine le foyer de trouble 
que représente un Etat artifi- 
ciel sioniste. 
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A Vouverture de la séance, 
M. Riad Solh, Président du 
Conseil, a prononcé le discours 
suivant : 


Messieurs, 


Je suis particuli¢érement heu-: 


reux de vous souhaiter la bien- 
venue dans ce pays au hom du 
Gouvernement libanais' et des 
Gouvernements arabes, qui ont 
bien voulu que le Liban leur 
serve, une fois de plus, de lieu 
de rencontre. 


Vous avez supporté sans dou- 
te beaucoup de peine pour ve- 
nir jusqu’a nous enquéter au 
sujet d'un probleme, trés im- 
portant certes, puisqu’il trou- 

le et inquiéte toute la partie 
sensible du Moyen-Orient, mais 
4 la naissance duquel les peu- 
ples arabes n’ont pris aucune 
part. Nous sommes cependant 
convaincus que vos recherches 
aboutiront a des recommanda- 
tions qui s’inspireront des prin- 
cipes de liberté et de justice 
rapports des mations niisrcales 


Le probléme palestinien pa- 
rait dés l’abord complique et 
difficile a résoudre. En fait il 
est simple si l’on n’y .cher- 
chait que te Droit et la Vérité. 


Il ya d’abondants commen- 
taires sur le bien-fondé de la 
cause arabe, @’innombrables 
écrits sur les prétentions sio- 
nistes. Les gouvernements ara- 
bes tiennent 4 souligner de- 
vant votre honorable Commis- 


sion que les Arabes de P: 1 +sti- 


EE —— 


ne n’ont pas besoin d’échaf- 
fauder des théories compli-. 
quées pour prouver leur droit: 
ils préférent s’adresser a votre 
conscience. _ 


Il nous arrive parfois d’exa- 
miner le probléme palestinien 
de haut et de loin, comme le 
ferail un gouvernement libre 
de toute attache avec la Pales- 
tine. Nous nous appercevons 
alors que nos principes démo- 
cratiques nous dictent le devoir 
d’appuyer_ les Arabes. Ces mé- 
mes principes pour la sauve- 
garde desquels nous avons con- 
sentis de grands sacrifices nous 
obligeraient si nous étions ar- 
bitres dans un tel débat a alti- 
rer attention de votre hono- 
rable Commission sur le carac- 
tere theocratique et raciste de 
’Etat que projette le sionisme 
en terre arabe, 


Messieurs, 


Le Liban est frére de la Pa- 
lestine. Leurs destins dans Vhis- 
taira sont étroitement associeés. 
‘certainement l’occasion de ren- 
contrer les vestiges d’un passé 
glorieux et trés riche d’un pa- 
trimoine qui a nourri la civili- 
sation depuis des siécles, oti la 
preeminence et excellence 
des valeurs spirituelles se trou- 
vent étre placées au premier 
‘plan des préoccupations de lin- 
dividu. 

Vous trouverez les signes cer: 
' tains d’une renaissance nouvel- 
le d’un peuple qui na retrou- 
ve sa vraie vocation qgul est de 
contribuer dans une large me- 


sure a ja Civilisation, au pro- 
grés et a la prospérite du mon- 


A 


de, que lorsqu’il a 
rasser des chaines 


artificielle, qui mourrait st 
cette aide venalt un moment a 


s’arreter. 
Messieurs, 

Les pays arabes o:f vecu 
entre eux pendant des siécles 
dans un Etat de relations étroi- 
tes et harmonieuses. Ils ne 
toléreront jamais la création 
sur leurs flancs d’un Etat ar- 
tificiels dont unique but est 


vaient et qui étouffaient SOM ge jes désunir, de ruiner |’édi- 


‘veritable esprit. 


fice de collaboration qu’ils ont 


Le Liban que vous yerrez et qui établi ensemble. 


ne doit rien a l’elranger, est le 


fruit ni du capital, ni de l’effort 
étranger mais du travail et de 
application de ses propres 
habitants qu’aucune distinc: 


‘est pourquoi chaque Etat 
arabe se défend en défendant 
la Palestine, en luttant pour 
aire échec anx convoitises 


sionistes. Chaque Etat arabe 


tion religieuse ne divise, toU- Combat pour la paix dans le 


jours unis pour la sauvegarde 


en Orient et dans le Monde 


de leur liberté et leur'indépen- ¢,° cherchant a supprimer 


dance. 


Le Liban n’est donc pas un 
Etat artificiel vivant d’une aide gjel sioniste. 


sa racine le foyer de trouble 
que représente un Etat artifi- 
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Voici le texte du mémorandum 
présenté par les Gouvernements 
des Pays arabes & Ia Commis- 
sion d@enquéte des Nations-Unieg 
sur la question de Palestine : 


Les Gouvernements ara- 


bes, convaincus que le pro- | 


bléme palestinien ne com- 
porte qu'une seule solution, 


23 ZL. «> 


Leur lutte pour J’indépendance. 
ce leur pays et la sauvegarde de 
leurs droits remonte au début de. 
ce siécle, lors du réveil national 
des peuples arabes soumis & la 
domination ottomane. Ils ont 
_ participé au mouvemen: de libé- 
; ration ge ces peuples, me ména- - 
| geant ni les efforts nj les sacri- 
' fices, Révoltés avec les autres 
Arabes contre les Turcs, ils onte 


Le Gouvernement britannique 
s’engagea en vertu du premier 
document & faciliter la création 
dun foyer national juif, trans- 
gressant par 14 le p*incipe de li- 
bre disposition et leg régles du 
droit international. Ein effet, la 
Grande-Bretagne, lorsqu’elle don- 
na cet engagiement, n’avait aucun 
rapport juridique avec la Pales- 
tine, laquelle relevait alors de 


la cessation du mandat ef; lutté aux edités des Alliés sur tous |?Empire ottoman. En outre, la 


l'indépendance de la Pales-. 
tine, et que toute enquéte 


sur un probleme aussi clair 
est devenue superflue, ont 
tenu néanmoins a répondre 
avec empressement 4 |'in- 
vitation qui leur a été faite 
par votre honorable Com- 
mission issue de la plus hau- 
te autorité internationale 


que le monde ait jamais 
connue. 


lls sont persuadés que,: 


soucieux d'assurer les con- 
ditions nécessaires & la coo- 
pération internationale de 
tous les peuples, vous adop- 
terez, au résultat de votre 
enquéte, des recommanda- 
tions conformes aux princi- 
pes de libre disposition et 


d'indé andanra ranearrac 
par a Charte des Nations. _ 


Unies. 

Aussi 
ments arabes n'ont-ils pas 
intention dans ce mémoire 
de dénombrer  |'ensemble 
des raisons sur lesquelles 
sappuie la cause de la Pa-. 
lestine. Ils se contenteront 
d'attirer l'attention de la: 
Commission d'enquéte sur 
deux points essentiels : | 

|.) Le droit de la Palestine | 
de disposer d'elleméme. 

2.) La nécessit6 de sauve-. 


garder la paix dans le Moyen- 


Orient. 
I. — LE DROIT DE LA 
PALESTINE DE DISPOSER 
D’ELLE-MEME 

Les Arabes formaient. ‘le 930, 
de la population palestinienne 
lorsque fut proclamée la “PRO- 
MESSE BALFOUR” prévoyant la - 
eréation d’un foyer national juif 
¢f Ouvrant les voies & Pimmigra-— 
tion sioniste. Cette promesge. qui 
Ne peut en. aucun cas étre vala- 


A re TA SEES 


blement opposée. a la Pates'ine 

arabe, a ignorg avant, comme 

aprés sa praclamation, le droit 

que lg Palestine avait de disposer 

d’elle-méme. Par la guite, on vou- 

lut méme contraindre les Arabes 

au silence et @&@ la_ résignation. 

Mais loin d’é ouffer, leurs revendi. 

cations, les contraintes qu’ils ont 
subies ont eu pour effet de les . 
renforce, dans leur volonté de li- 

bération et dans Jeur foi en la. 
justice de leur cause, 


bien les Gouverne-— 


les champg de bataille’ du Moyen- 
_ Orient, au Hedjaz, en Palestine, 
en Syrie, au Liban, en Irak. 
Associés @ la victaire des Alliés, 
en 1918, ils étaient em droit de 


- jouir de la liberté pour laquelle 


ces mémes Alli€s awvaienti com. 
battu. Mais la liberbé pour laquel- 
le ils aspiraient et pour laquelle 
ils avaient combattu leur fut 
| d(miée pour deg considérations qui 
j leur étaient étrangéres. Se trou- 
; vaht ibrusquement en face des — 
iconvaitises du sionisme et des 
‘engagements des Puissances A 
/son égard, les Arabeg de Palesti- 
)Ne se ‘trouvéement contraints de re- 
‘prendre, con're leurs propres al- 
{liés, la lutte qu’ils avaient me- 
‘née contre l’Empire ottoman. 

| Les ‘Alligs reniérent en effet Jes 
| engagements qu’ils avaient pris 
vis-a-vis des Arabes au début de 
leur révol‘e pour Vindépendance, 
leur imposant un régime de man- 
; dat qui ne le icéde en rien &@ la 
| colonisation. Et le mandat le plus 
| rigoureux fut celui appliqué a la 
Palestine. 

Le systémie des mandats imposé| 
& tous les pays arabes détachés 
de Vancien Empire o'toman, en 
dépit_des ,nromesses_cuj, ayaient 
fut dans le méme temps, appliqué 
& la Palestine dans ses disposi- 
tions les plus sf€véres. Alors que 
les textes des mandats sur le Li- 
ban, la Syrie et l’Irak faisaient 
une obligation 4 la ‘Puissance 
Mandataire q’aider Etat sous 
mandat et de le conduire vers 
lindépendance dont le principe 
avait é<! reconnu par l’article 22 
du Pacte de la SDN) le texte du 
mandat sur la Palestine prévo. 
yait la création d’un foyer natio- 
nal juif et ouvrait la porte & im- 
migration des Juifs étrangers et 
a leuy implantation dans le pays. 

Le mandat a ainsi contribué a 
fausser le développement normal 
de la Palestine arabe et & dé‘our- 
ner je cours naturel de son his- 
toire. Pour retrouve, leur liberté 
et leur indépendance  perdues, 
les Arabes de Palestine se sont 
vu contraints non seulement de 
secouer le joug de la tutielle é- 
trangére qui s’appesantissait sur 
-eux, mais de lutter aussi con'‘re 
Penvahissement dune population 
étrangére qui prétendaiit vouloim 
les rel(guer en définitive, dans 
leur (propre pays, au rang de ci- 
toyens de seconde zone, 

Cependant que le peuple d’Irak 
rejetait la lourde charge du man- 
dat, que la Syrie et le Liban. se 
libéraien';;de l’occupation  éitran- 
gére ‘et complétaient leur indé- 
pendance et leur souveraineté, 1a 
situation ge la Palestine ne ces- 
sa d’empirer. Une wvéritable inva- 
sion d’immigarnts sionistes dé. 
ferlait, sur Ja Terre-Sainte par 
vagues successives. La Libéra- 
tion nationale apparaissait ainsi 
comme uN mirage, 

Les malhéurs de la Palestine 
ont leur origine dans deux actes 
sur lesquels s’appuient les Sionis- 
tes, bien que nuls €t sans valeur: 
la PROMESSH BALFOUR et 1a 
CHARTE DU MANDAT. 


Promesseé Balfour viole les enga- 
‘gements que le Gouvernement 
‘britannique avait pris en faveur 
' des Arabes dans les. tettres é- 
‘Changéeg entre le Chérif Houssein 
;@ Sir Henri McMahon, lettres re- 
jconnaissant DindépeNdance des 
Arabes dans les limites territo- 
riales englobant la Palestine. En. 


f 


fin, la Promesse Balfour contre- . 
vient & la déclaration faite en | 


1918 et proclamant que l’armée 
britannique entrait en Palestine 
non en conqugrante mais en I-/ 
béraitrice. 

Quant au Pacte du Mandat, il, 
comporte les mémes vices rédhi- 
bitoires que la Promesse Balfour.; 
Il contrevient également a larti.| 
cle 22 de la Charte de la Société, 
des Nations. Tandis que cette 
_Charte donne comme but au 
“mandat Tinbérét des pays qui y 
sont soumis ui agsigne l’obli- 
gation de les conduire verg V'in-' 
dépendance, 1a Charte du Mandat 
sur la Palestine se propose de 
mettre le pays dans une gituation 
politique, administrative et. éco- 
nomique de nature a assurer la 
création d’un foyer national juif. . 
ae V2 Citurcs ae ia SAW. préviit 
que les populations des pays sous 
mandat devront étre consultées. 
‘Ce qui n’eut pas lieu pour la Pa- 
lestine. 

Cependant, la Commission amé- 
ricaine dite Commission King- 
iCrane, qui fut envoyée en Pales- 
“tine en 1919, a défini gon point de 
vue 4 l’égard de la DELARATION 
BALFOUR dans les termes sui- 
vants : . 
“Ta Promesse Balfour d’établir. 

un foyer national pour Je peuple, 

juif ne veut pas dire qu’il faut 
faire de la Palestine un pays 
juif. On ne peut établir un Gou- 
vernement juif sang frustrer les 
agglomérations non-juives en 

Palestine de leurs droits reli- 

gieux et civiques. La vérité q 

la Commission a pu saisir pa 

suite de ses conversations 9 

vec les représentants juifs 

que ies Sionistes prévoient 

départ des habitants non-jui 

aprés achat de feurs terr 

Exposer un peuple — dont 

est état d’ime — & une i: 

gration juive illimitée, c’est 

tenter & ses droits et s’oppo 
aux principes pour lesquels 

Alliés ont fait la guerre. 


'La Conférence de la Paix 


doit pas perdre de vue que 
sentiment d’aversion épro 
en Palestine et Syrie vis-a- 
du sionisme atteint son paro 
me et i] n’est pas aisé d’y 
ser outre. Tous les fonctionng 
regs anglais avec lIesquels 4, 
Commission s’est entretenue es 


timent que le programme sié-f 
niste ne peut étre appliqué ap 2 
si l'on fait appel & une fone: § 
armée d’au moing 50.000 go!-f 
dats. {4 


‘Ces propos prouvent & qual 
point le programme sioniste ey 
préjudiciable aux habitants non 
juifs. Certes, il est parfois ing 
dispensable de recourir aty 
troupes armées en vue d’exécu 
ter certaines décisions, mais §f 
n’est pas raisonnable d’utilise 
ces troupes pour exécuter des 
décisions iniques. Tl ne faut pas 
oublier, dautre part, que les 
revendicationg essentielles deg 
Sionistes touchant leur droit en 
Palestine sont fondées sur fe 
fait qu’ils habitaient ée pays il 
y a deux mille ans. C’est la un 
argument qui n’est pas dign 
a@étre retenu. 

“7 faut reconnaitre que les ha- 
bitants non-juifs de la Pales- 
tine — qui représentent les 
9/10éme environ dela population 
totale — rejettent catégorique- 
ment le programme sioniste, et 
les procés-verbaux prouvent que 
leur unanimité s’est faite, plus 
quw’& toute autre occasion, pour 
exprimer ce rejet. Ceux qui de. 
mandent que la Palestine de- 
vienne juive n’ont pas tenu 
compte des résultats qui peu- 
vent en découler, ni du' senti- 
ment anti-sioniste qui se ma- 
nifeste partout dans le monde, 
ot Von considére la Palestine 
comme une Terre-Sainte.”’ 

Les Sionistes capendant ne ge 
sont pas déclarés satisfaits de la 
Promesse Balfour ni de la Charte 
du Mandat, malgré tout ce qui, 
dans celles-ci, porte atteinte aux 
droits sacrés des Aralbes. Ils ont 
tiré profit de leur ambiiuité a 
leffet de supprimer l’existence| i 
mémne dela, Palestine ANA 1@ o 
situation anormale créée par les 
promesses contradictoires des Al- 
liés faites aux Arabes et aux Juifs, 
Elle a reconnu également que la 
nécessité de remplir ses obliga- 
tions en tant que puissance man- 
dataire, se heurte aux droits des 
Arabes dans leur pays, d’une part, 
et aux promesses énoneéegs dans 
la Déclaration Balfour au profit 


.des Juifs, d’autre part ; ce qui 


rend j’exercice qu mandat prati- 
quement impossible. C'est pour- 
quoi elle a soumis Ja question pa- 
lestinienne 4 1’Organisation des 
Nations-Unies. | ; 
Voici en effet ce que M. Bevin § 
a déclaré aprés l’échec de la der- B 
niére Conférence de Londres sur 
la Palestine, dang gon discours de 
cléture : 
‘‘Nous expliquerons aux Nations- 
Unies qu’il a été démontré que 
le mandat était {napplicable, et 


qu’il est impossible de concilier 
pratiquement les engagements 
‘pris envers l’une et autre par- 
ties.”’ . 
Ml y a 14 la preuve que la Dé- 
claration Balfour et la Charte du. 
Mandat étaient choses anormales 
et ne pouvaient constituer une 
Situation é€gitime acceptable ; 
que les Arabes sont en adroit de 
les rejeter, et de consdiérer que 
toute interprétation de la teneur 
de l'une et de l'autre est contrai- 
re aux principes élémentaires de 
justice, et contient une menace 
pour ce qu'il possédent de plus 
cher, a savoir le droit A Ja vie. 
En définitive, le droit & dispo- 


a Ser de soi-méme dont jouit et que 


devrait pouvoir exercer le peuple 
arabe de Palestine, a été cons. 
tamment violé et me cesse de 
létre. Droit naturel pourtant, 
droit absolu, droit imprescripti- 
ble contre lequel ne sauraient pré- 
valoir la force @t le fait accompli, 
il consacre les: revendications a- 
rabes et condamne les prétentions 
sionistes, ‘ 


. 
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, Les Gouvernements arabes, qui 
gvoient dans les principes démo- 
cratiques sur-lesquels a été fon- 
dée l’Organisation des Nations-U- 
nies, le meilleur soutien de ce 
droit et sa plus forte garantie, en 
demandent J’application ‘imtégra. 
le. Ils sont convaincug que la 


Commission denquéte n’envisa- | 


gera pas une solution violant ce 


droit et contrevenant aux princi- ; 


pes des Naitions-Unies. |. 
' YJTI,— MENACES CONTRE 

LA PAIX DANS — 

LE MOYEN-ORIENT 

L’attitude des Gouvernements 
e des peuples arabes a l’égard 
du sionisme est commandée, en 
second lieu, par leur souci de 
conserve, la paix dans le Moyen- 
Orient. 

Cette paix est menacée 
les visées expansionnistes ‘et les 
mithodes terroristes du sionisme, 

1.— A ses d¢buts, le mouve- 
ment stoniste se contentait d’un 
refuge en Palestine, Puis il récla- 
ma un foyer national. Lorsqu’il 
l’gbtint, il s’appliqua a l’étendre 
jusqu’2 en faire une sorte d’Etat 
au sein de |’Etat Palestinien, do- 
té de ses institu'ions, ‘de ses fi-. 
nances, de son ¢conomie et de 
son armée propres. ‘Aujourd*hui, 
il vise &@ la création d’un Etat 
juif sur le territoire palestinien, 
voire d’un Eta englobant la to- 
talité de la Palestine. Et avant 
méme que de le réaliset’. i] con- 
voite déja de l’étendre aux dé. 
pens des Arabes voisins. 


Dés la Conférence de la Paix | de britannique 


en 1918, Organisation... sioniste 
avait en effet, dans un mémoire 
daté du 8 février 1919, riiclamé 
officiellement toutle la Transjor- 
du Liban jusqu’ Saida, Sis m- 
Karaon, ‘Wadi-El-Tim, et le 
Harmoun. Et au cours des né- 
gocia‘ions qui eurent lieu, 
méme année, entre la France et 
la Grande-Bretagne, en leur qua- 
lité de mandataireg sur les pays 
ditachés de ’Empire ottoman’ la | 
méme Organisation demanda I’ex- 
tension des fron‘iéres septentrio- | 
nales do la Palestine jusqu’au Li-— 
tani et aux plaines du Hauran et 
de Joulan en Syrie? . 

Ces visées territoriales ont €té! 
par la suite, publiquemen, soute- 
nues. Tous ies chefs responsables | 
du sionisme, tous ses doctrinaires 
et ses publicistes n’ont cessé de 
proclamer que les frontiéres de 
la Palestine, telles qu’elles ont été | 


tracées en 1919, sont les “frontié- | 


res du mandat”, que le sionismie 
refuse ge les reconnaijre, ¢t que 
son but es; de les élatgir consi- 
dérablement & V’avenir, 


Tout récemment encore, M. Ben | 


Gourion, 4 V’occasion des élections 
de la Histadruth & Haifa, €n 
1944. a déclaré publiquement qe 
les Juifs, qui se proposent de 
ginstaller en Palestine méme par 
la force, «largiront les frontiérées 
da ce: (pays sans aucune hésita- 
tion, ’Htat juif réclamd par le 
sionisme n’étant pas le but final 
de ce mouvement, Mais une étape 
qui y conduit. 

Et lorsqu’au début de 1946, le 
Gouvernement britannique fit sa- 
voir qu’il avait Tintention de re- 
connattre Mindépendpnce Adri lal 
Transjordanie dans ses frontiéres 
actuelles, M, Shertock diclara a. 
la presse le 23 janvier 1046, que 
yAgence juive s’opposerait de 
toutes ses forces 4 la réalisation. 
de ce projet, et que les Sionistes, 
qui ne s’étaient pas auparavant 
élevés contre le mandat 
‘Transjordanie, me 
néanmoins admettre que 


par | 


la , 
| de 


: 
| 
1 


sur la: 
pourraient : 
fot 
seellle la sécession de la Trans- 

jordanie et de lq Palestine. 


Cet'e déclaration d’un ges chefs 

de l’Agence juive fut concrétisée 
par une note au Secrétaitte d’H- 
tat aux Colonies protestant con-. 
| ire la proclamation de l’indépen- 
| dance transjordanienne, et souli-. 
; gnant que la Transjordanie, qui. 
| constitue une partie des territol- 
res soumis au Mandat’ fritanni.. 
| que, ne saurait &tre considdrée: 
que comme la partie orientale de, 


4 


1 la Palestine. 


Et les tenants du sionisme né: 


| manquérent pas de dévoiler die- 


vant votre honorable Commission. 
"Ta Pales‘ine, pour des motifs 


| les véritables intentions de leur 
| Organisation gu regard des fron-. 
tiéres de la Palestine. C'est ce! 
‘qui ressort de Vexposé de M.| 
-@hertock ainsi que de celui du 
rabbin. Fishman rappelant que 
Dieu a promis aux Juifs un terri- 
toire s’étendant de la presqu’ile 
‘de Sinai jusqu’i l’Euphrate. 

. — Mais le Sionisme ne se 
i contents pas de faire appel pour 
lexécution de ses projets expan~ 
sionnistes aux défpiens qes pays 
arabes & de simples moyens de 
propagande, Son plan comporte 
le recours au terrorisme, tant en 
Palestine que dans ies autres 
pays. On sait qu’une armeée se- 
crete a été formée dans ile des- 
sin de créer un état de tension 


et de trouble en attentant a la - 


vie ges représeNtants de l’autorité 
et détruisant les b&timents et 
édifices publics. L/assassinat de 
Lord Moyne en Bgypte, les atten- 


) tats “‘perpétrgs contre ’Ambaase- 
& Rome, I*hdtel . 


King David et le Cercle des offi- 
ciers & Jérusalem, ila prison de 
St. Jean ‘d’Acre, kes voles de com- 
munications terrestres et ferro. 
flagenati6ir “ a’ or Mets Mraehls ; 
ques sont autant: @exemples des | 
méthodes de terreur institudes par 
les otganisations sionistes, en vue | 
siemparer, par la_ violence, 
@un pays qui n’est pas le leur. 

Cette attitude agressive née de | 
la faiblesse manifestiéie par la 
Puissance manda'‘aire a leur, 
égard n@ manquera pas de sus-— 
citer & son tour la oréation par 
ves Arabes d’organisations simi- 
laires. La responsabilité des trou- 
bles qui pourraient ‘en résulter 
dans tout le Moyen-Orient incom- 
beta aux seules organisations sio- | 
Nistes, qui auront été les premié- | 
res & utilise, ces procédés de vio- 
lence. . 

Les Gouvernements arabes veu- 
lent egpérer cependant. que la. 
situation des communautés juives | 
dans leurs pays n’en sera pas af.- 
fect. 

3 — Aucun Btat en effet me 
saurait accepter que lui fat im- 


posée une immigration massive . 


comme celle dont est victime la 


. Palestine, Des restrictions & l’im- 


migration sont. partout établies, 
inspirfes qes in'éréts supérieurs 
du pays et deg droits de ses ha-, 
bitants, Gest ainsi que le Gou- 
vernement canadien vient de dd- 
clater qu’il NM’admettra sur ses 
vastes territoires que 5.000 réfu- 
giés étrangers. Le Gouvernement 
australien a fait également savoir 
qu'il ne pourra tolrer, que les ré- | 
fugiés admis sur son territoire 36 } 
groupent en colpnieg e', quils de- | 
vront &tre répartis dans le Pays: 
en vue de leu, assimilation, Des 
mesures de méme ordre ont été 
prises en Norvége et dans de 
nombreux ‘autres pays. 

Votre honorable Commission ; 
g’es:, certainement rendue compte | 
que la situation en Palestine est : 
des plus instables et contient en: 
puissance des conflits guscepti- 


, parce. quills y 


bles de s’%'emdre & tout 1¢ IMoyen- 
Orient. Les Couvernements ara- | 
‘bes ne peuvent y demeurey indif. . 
fi‘rents. La sécurité de leurs pro- 
pres pays qui 
le droit, 


donné bien plus leur 
fait un devoir de wésister au sio- 
nisme par tous 1l¢s moyens en 
leur pouvoir. ; 

Aw surplus, le maintien du ca- 
ractére arabe de la Palestine — 
}oquel est le sien aepuis des’ sié- 
cles — est un condition du dév- 
loppement harmonieux des peu. 
ples du Moyen-Orient et de leur 
collaboration & Voeuvre de paix 
et de progrés dans lc monde. 


-@ordre ethniques, culturels, Poli- 
tiques et ¢conomiques fait, en ef- 
fet, partie intégrante de ce Mon- 
ae arabe qui s’est déja organisé. 
en Eats souverains liés par un 
pacte & caTactére politique et éco- 
nomique, & ‘savoir le Pacte du 
Caire du 22 mars 1945. Cette Or.: 
ganisation qui s’inscrit dans le 
cadre de la Charte des Na*ions- 
Unies riépond aux voeux de celle- 
ci encourageant les organisations 
et les accords régionaux, ~ — 
Toute fissure dans cet ensem. 
I ble, toute scission entre les Etta's 
“qui le forment risque dele ruiner 
-et de jeter le trouble et le d@ésar- 
roi dans cette partie particuliére- 
ment sensible du monde. | 
4, — LfBtat juif que les Sionis- 
ves s’effoticen:, d’établir en Pales- 
‘tine mest d’ailleurs pas un Etat 
| viable tant du point de_vue poli- 
| tique que du point de vue écono- 
‘mique, 
Les Etats arabes ne sauraient 


Etat formé d¥léments étrangers 


mentalités particuliéres, leur con- 
voitises insatiables au service 
ment des moyens de violence et 


de @estruction tels que CeUx aux-. 


quels il g €té fait allusion. 


A un Etat ¢tabli pa, la violen-"! 


cp les Etats arabes seront obligés 
d’opposer la violence: c’est 


D’autre part, l’Etat 


pourra, en aucun Cas, compter! 


sur Vinstitution de rappotts ico- 


nomiques ou de quelque ordr 
que ce soit avec leg Etats arabe 
circonvoisins. 

Un Etat créé dans ces condi 
tions ne pourrait @'re qu’un Eta 
mort-né. 


CONCLUSION 


Les Gouvernements arabes esp‘ 
pérent fermement que la Com\r 


NN 


est en cause, leur} 


en effet tolérer la création d’un | 


| 


aments de toutes parts avec leurs; 


le 
droit. légitime de tout étre qui se | 
défend. i 
étranger: 


/¢0 


grande importance, et quelle’ 
constitue une condition fonda- 
mentale qui ne peut étre lobjet| 
@aucun compromis, an | 
“Cette proposition consiste en la | i 
nécessité d’arréter immédiate-}| 


ment toute immigration juive ‘em 


Palestine, de maintenir les « Bae 
glements actueliement en vigueur 
sur fe transfert des terres, ot de 
former sans délai un Gouverne- 
ment arabe indépendant fondé sur 
des principes démocratiques. 

Les .Gouvernements arabes con- 
sidérent, d’autre part, que tout 
projet de partage, loin de résou- 
dre le différend palestinien, ne 
fera que Vaggraver. Tout Etat 
juif créé en Palestine deviendrait 
inévitablement un foyer d@’intri- 
gues et un centre de ralliement 
de toutes les forces sionistes des-. 
tinées & étre lancées contre les 
pays arabes. ‘Les Gouvernements 
arabes n’accepteront en aucun 
cas que fe sionisme s/implante 
sous la forme d’un Etat autono- 
me, et sur une terre arabe vers 
laquelle convergeraient des cen- 
taines de milliers d’immigrants é- 
trangers. . 

Tis tiennent 4 proclamer leur 
certitude que le partage de 
Palestine et Ja fondation d’un 
| Etat juif n’auront pour consé- 
quence que de déclencher des 
| troubles sanglants dans le Moyen- 
Orient tout entier. Il a suffi qu’en. 
1937 la Commission royale d’en- 
quéte proposit le partage pour 
| provoquer une révolution nationa- 
le qui dura jusqu’é la guerre. Du 
reste, étant donné les conditions 
géographiques, économiques et 
humaines du pays, aucun plan de 
partage ne peut étre viable. Ce 
petit pays ne peut étre divisé en 
deux ou trois Etats opposés les 
uns aux autres, et Ne nourrissant, 
deg sentiments de suspicion “ét 
@hostilité. | 

La seule solution & laquelle il 
soit possible de s’arréter, et que 
{ les Gouvernements~ arabes, consi- 
_dérent comme susceptible de ré-. 
gier le différend, consisterait, 
ainsi qu’il a été indiqué dans le 


projet en erritoire arabe jer:,, Projet présonté par ‘les del ea on 


{arabes & la Oonférence de Lon- 
dres sur la Palestine, au mois de 
septembre 1946, & former un Gou- 
vwernement libre & base de repré- 
sentation proportionnelle, et & 
accorder 4 tous les Juifs ayant 
acquis la nationalité palestinien- 
ne par des voies légales, les mé- 
mesg droits que ceux reconnus aux 
citoyens arabes. Leg Arabes, qui 
ont toujours estimé que les immi- 
grants juifs établis en Palestine 
depuis le début du mandat, ne 


mission tiendra compte des CON‘ noyvaient étre considérés comme 


sidérations sus-mentionnées, et 
sefforcera de proposer une solu- 
tion susceptible de mettre fin aux 
troubles actuelg et d’assurer Se 
triomphe de la justice et )’établis- 
sement de la paix & Vavenir. Ts 


sont persuadés que, pour arriver || 


2 cette fin, cette solution ne pour- 
ra qu’étre inspirée des principes 
démocratiques sur lesquels 2& été 
fondée Organisation des Nations- 
Unies. 

Le premier de ces principes 
commande de respecter )’indépen- 
dance des peuples et leur droit & 
disposer librement de leun pro- 
pre sort. F 

Or, le peuple arabe de Palestin 
demande qu’avant toute 
chose son droit & 1a liberté et 


Vindépendance souveraine lui soit: 


reconnu. Les Gouvernements ara- 
bes sont unanimes & accorder leur 
appui sang réserve & la réalisa- 
tion de‘ ces revendications, Is ont’ 
déja présenté des propositions pré- 
cises dans ce sens, et ils tiennent 


'gujour@hui & souligner de nou- 
.veau Pune de ces propositions, 
attachent 1a plus 


. 
autré | 2° 


des citoyens palestiniens, veulent 
|prouver par ces propositions, 
esprit de conciliation qui les 
anime, et leur ardent désir d’apla- 
nir les difficultés. 

Ce réglement ne saurait avoir 
pour conséquence, ainsi que le 
prétendent certains chefs. sionis- 
tes, que les citoyens juifs de Pa- 
lestine ne jouissent pas de la 
plénitude de leurs droits du fait 
qu’ils demeureront 4 V’état de mi- 
norité, Les minorités juives se 
trouvant dans les pays arabes 
wont jamais été maltraitées. El- 
les vivent au contraire, en parfai- 
te entente avec la majorité et 
miasent des mémes droits qu’el- 
le.“Depuis les temps les plus re- 
eulés de WVhistoire, les Arabes 
n’ont jamais établi de discrimina- 
tion entre les citoyens, & quelque 
race et & quelque religion qu’ils 
appartiennent. Hs ont toujours ré- 
servé aux communautés juives en 
particulier un traitement équita- 
ble basé sur les principes de la 
‘justice et de Pégalité. Bien Join 
de les opprimer, ils offraient re- 
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-fuge & ceux qui fuyaient la per- 
sécution dang les autres pays, et 
certains d’entre eux bénéficiant 
‘du régime de liberté et d’égalité 
qui. leur , était. reconnu, arrivérent 
jusqu’aux positions les plus hau- 
tes dans le monde de la politique, 

de Vadministration, des finances 
et des sciences, 


D’autre part, les Sionistes pré- 
tendent justifier leurs revendica- 
tions en déclarant vouloir sous- 
traire leurs coreligionnaires aux 

: persécutions dont ilg sont actuel- 
Me Ly lement Vobjet. Cependant, grace a 
la victoire des démocraties, il 
n’existe plus aucun foyer d’an- 
tisémitisme a travers le monde. 
Les minorités ont recouvré la 
plénitude de leurs droits et les 
exercent partout en fait. 

Quant au probléme des réfugiés 
et des personnes déplacées, il doit 
étre obligatoirement séparé du 
probléme de la Palestine et réso- 
lu sur la base de la coopération 
et de la solidarité internationales. 
Ii ne, peut étre question de trans- 
férer en masse ces réfugiés en 
Palestine. L’allégement des souf- 
frances d’un peuple ne doit ni ne 
peut étre recherché dans Vagegra- 
vation des souffrances et dans 
Panéantissement d’un autre peu- 
ple. 


re ees 


Les Gouvernements arabes ne 
sauraient clore cet exposé sans 
exprimer & nouveau Pespoir que 
votre honorable Commission, pre- 
yarty -Bu.connidérapion... les _ vues 
la seule solution juste du proble- 
me, savoir Pindépendance souve- 
raine de la Palestine et l’arrét 
immédiat de Vimmigration qui 
risque d’en changer la face. Car 
toute solution ne tenant pas 
compte des conditions du milieu 
qui environne la Palestine, c’est- 
h-dire de Pattitude des peuples et 
des Gouvernements arabes, serait 
vouée a& un 6chec certain. Bien 
plus ,elle ne ferait quwaggraver 
les dangers existants et serait 
pleine de menaces pour Davenir. | 

Beyrouth, le 22 juillet 1947 
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Voici le texte du mémorandum 
présenté par les Gouvernements 
des Pays arabes & la Commis- 
sion d@enquéte des Nations-Unies 
sur la question de Palestine : 


Les Gouvernements ara 
bes, convaincus que le pro- 
bl&me palestinien ne com; 
porte qu une seule solution, 
la cessation du mandat et 
'indépendance de la Pales 
tine, et que toute enquete 
sur un problame aussi clai 
est devenue supertiue, on 
tenu néanmoins a répondre 
avec empressement 4 ‘in- 
vitation qui leur a été faite 
par votre honorable Com 
mission issue de la plus hau- 
te autorité internationale 
que le monde ait jamais 
§ connue. : 

lls sont persuadés que, 
soucieux d'assurer les con- 
ditions nécessaires 4 la coo- 
pération internationale de 
tous les peuples, vous adop-; 
terez, au résultat de votre 


Unies. 

Aussi bien les Gouverne-' 
ments arabes n'ont-ils pas 
Itatention dans ce mémoire 
de dénombrer l'ensemble 
des raisons sur lesquelles 
stappuie la cause de la Pa. 
lestine. Ils se contenteron' 
diattirer. l'attention de le 
Commission 
deux points essentiels : 

|.) Le droit de la Palestine 
de disposer d'elle-méme. 

2.) La nécessité de sauve- 
garder la paix dans le Moyer- 


Orient. 
I. — LE DROIT DE LA 
PALESTINE DE DISPOSER 
D’ELLE-MEME 


de la population palestinienne 
lorsque fut proclamée la “PRO- 
MESSE BALFOUR” prévoyant la 
création d’un foyer national juif 
et ouvrant les voies & VYimmigra- 
tion sioniste. Cette promesse. qui 
ne peut en aucun cas étre vala-. 


blement opposée. a la Pales:ine 
arabe, a ignord avant, comme. 


apres sa praclamation, le droit, 
que 1g Palestine avait de disposer | 


d’elle-méme. Par la guite, on voul- 
lut méme contraindre les Arabes| 
au ‘silence et & la résignation. 


Mais loin dé ouffe;, leurs revendi-! 


cations, les contraintes qu’ils ont 
subies ont eu pour efifert de les 
renforcey dans leur volonté de l-! 
bération et dans leur foi en 1a 
justice de leur cause. 


d'enquéte su 


t 


Leur lutte pour indépendance, 


leurs droits remonte au dcfout de; 
ce siécle, lors du réveil national 


des peuples arabes soumis & la: 
domination ottomane. Ils ont 


participé au mouvement, de libé- 
ration ge ¢es peuples, me ména-! 
geant ni les efforts mi les sacri-| 
fices, Révoltés avec les autres 


Le Couvernement pritanNique | ce 
Dro: prouvent #® quel 
cea leur pays et la sauvegatde de; svengagea €n vertu du sremien | Ces propos |? ‘ ‘ 


document & faciliter la création. ' 
dun foyer national juif, trans- | 
gressant par 1a le p™incipe de li-- 
bre disposition et les régles du: 


droit international. Ein effet, la. 
Grande-Bretagné, lorsqu’elle don-' 


na cet engagement, n’avait aucun 
rapport juridique avec la Pales- 


Arabes contre les Turcs, ils ont tine, laquelle relevait alors de 


lutté aux cdtés des Alliés sur tous) 
tes ‘champs de bataille’ du Moyen- 
Orient, au Hedjaz. ©n Palestine, 


en Syrie, au Liban, en Trak. 


Associés & la victoire des Aliiés, | 
en 1918, ils étaient en droit de; 
jouir de la liberté pour paquelle 
ces mémes Alli¢s avaient}) com- 
battu., Mais la lybert® pour laquel. 
le ils aspiraient et pour laquelle 
ils avaient combattu ieur fu 
dimiée pour deg considérations qui 
leur étaient étrangeres. Se trou- 
vahit ‘brusquement en face des: 
conveaitises du gionisme et des 
engagements des Puissances & 
son égard, les Arabeg de Palesti- 
ne se trouvenent contraints de re-| 
prendre, con're leurs propres al- 
liés, la lutte quils avaient me- 
‘née contre vEmpire ottoman. 

Les ‘Alligs reniérent en effet les: 
engagements quils avaient pris 
visti-vig des Arabes au début de, 
leur révol‘e pour Vindépendance, 
leur imposamt un régime de man- 
dat qui ne le céde en rien @ la: 
colonisation. Et le mandat le plus 
rigoureux fut celui appliqué “& la 
Palestine. 

a tous les pays” aren ate, JOS! 

2 Pancien Empire ottoman. en 
dépit des promesses qui avaient 

les thostilités, 
pliqué 

&% la Palestine dans ses disposi- 
tions les plus sévéres. Alors que 
les ‘extes des mandats sur le Li-' 
pan, la Syrie et PIrak faisaient| 
une obligation @ 1a Puissance, 
mandataire d’aider Etat sous! 
mandat et de le conduire vers 
Yindépendance dont. le principe 
avait 61 reconnu par l'article 22 
du Pacte de la SDN, le texte du. 


t 
! 
' 


mandat sur la Palestine prévo-. . 


yait: la création dun foyer natio- 
nal juif mt ouvrait la porte & l’im- 
migration des Juifs étrangers et. 
& leuy implantation dans le pays. 

Le mandat a ainsi contribué &@ 


| fausser . 1€ développement normal’ 


de la Palestine arabe ct a déour- 
er lie cours naturel de son his- 
toire. Pour retrouvey leur liberté 
et leur indépendance per'dues, 
les Arabes de Palestine se sont 
vu contraints non seulement dé. 


‘gecouer le joug de la tutelle e- 


_trangére qui s’appesantissait sur’ 
‘eux, mais de lutter aussi con‘re, 


envahissement d’une population. 


Les Arabes formaient le 93% 'étrangére qui prétendait vouloit 


les rel(guer en définitive, dans 
leur propre pays, au Tang de ci- 
toyens de geconde zone, 
Cependant que le peuple d’Irak 
rejetait la lourde chamge du man- 
dat, que la Syrie et le Liban sé 
libéraiens, de J’occupation €itran- 
gére et complétaient leur indé-, 
pendanceé et leur gouveraineté, 18 
situation ge la Palestine ne ces- 
sa d’empirer. Une veritable inva- 
gion d@immigarnts sionistes dé- 
ferlai« ‘sur la Terre-Sainte par: 
vagues successives. La Libéra-| 


tion nationale apparaissait ainsi| 


comme un mirage. 

Les malheurs de la Palestine 
ont leur origine ‘dans deux actes 
sur lesquels s’appuient les Sionis- 
tes, bien que nuls et sans valeut: 
la PROMESSE BALFOUR et la 
CHARTE DU MANDAT. 


YEmpire ottoman. Hn outre, la, 
Promessée Balfour viole les enga- 
gements que le Gouvernement 
britannique avait pris en faveur 
des Arabes dans les tettres é-| 
changéeg entre le Chirif Houssvin.’ 
e. Sir Henri McMahon, lettres re—- 
connaissant lindépendance des; 
Arabes dans les limites territo- i 
riales englobant la Palestine. Ein- : 
fin, la Promesse Balfour contre- 
vient & la déclaration faite en. 
1918 et proclamant que larmée . 


britannique entrait en: Palestine | 

non en conqudrante mais en li- 

bérattrice. 

- Quant au Pacte du Mandat, i 

comporte les mémes vices rédhi 

pitoires que la Promesse Balfour 

Tl contrevient, également a Varti 

cle 22 de la Charte de la Société 

des Nations, .Tandis que cette 

Charte donne comme but au 

mandat linbérét des pays qui y 

gont soumis (ui assigne lobli- 

gation de les conduire vers lin- 
dépendance, 1a Charte du Mandat 

alestine se propose de 
mettre le pays dans une situation 
politique, administrative et éco- 
pomioue de nature 4 assure la 

D’autre part, Tarticle précité 
de 1a Charte de la S.D.N. prévoit 
que les populations des pays sous 
mandat devront étre consultées. 
Ge qui n’eut pas lieu pour la Pa- 
Jestine. 

Cependant, la Commission amé- 
ricaine dite Commission King- 
Crane, qui fut envoyée en Pales- 
tine en 1919, a diéfini gon point de, 
vue 4 égard de la DELARATION 
BALFOUR dans les termes sui. 
vants : 

‘‘La Promesse Balfour a@établir 
un foyer national pour le peuple 
juif ne veut pas dire qu’il faut 
faire de la Palestine un pays 
juif. On ne peut établir un Gou- 
vernement juif sans frustrer les 
agelomérations non-juives en 
Palestine de leurs droits reli- 
gieux et civiques. La vérité que 
la Commission a pu saisir par| 

suite de ses conversations 2. 


vec leg représentants juifs est. 


que les Sionistes prévoient le 


départ des habitants non-juifs,, 


aprés achat de leurs terres. 
Exposer un peuple — dont tel 
est état dime — & une immi-|} 
gration juive ilimitée, c’est at- 
tenter 2 ses droits et s’opposer | 
aux principes pour lesquels les: 
Alliés ont fait la guerre. | 
La Conférence de la Paix ne ; 
doit pas perdre de vue que le | 
sentiment d’aversion éprouvé | 
en Palestine et Syrie ‘vis-a-vis 
du sionisme atteint son paroxys- 
me et i] nest pas aisé d’y pas- 
ser outre. Tous les fonctionnai- 
res anglais avec lesquels Ia: 
Commission gest entretenue eS- 
timent ate. le programme si0-. 
niste ng ,peut étre appliqué que 
si Yon ‘fait appel & une force 
armée:d@au moins 50.000 sol- 
dats. 


point le programme. sioniste est 
préjudiciable aux habitants non- 
juifs. Certes, ‘1 est parfois in- 
dispensable de recourir aux 
troupes armées en vue d’exécu- 
ter certaines décisions, mais il 
n’est pas raisonnable d’ utiliser 
ces troupes pour exécuter des 
décisions iniques. Tl ne faut pas 
oublier, d’autre part, que les 
revendications essentielles des 
Sionistes touchant leur droit en 
Palestine sont fondées sur le 
fait qu’ils habitarent ce pays il 
y a deux mille ans. C’est la un 
argument qui n’est pas digne 
@étre retenu. 

“a faut reconnaitre que les ha- 
bitants non-juifs de la Pales- 
tine — qui représentent les 
9/10éme environ de la population 
totale — rejettent catégorique- 

sioniste, et 


Palestine de-. 
vienne - tenu 
compte des résultats qui peu- 
vent en découler, ni du genti- 
ment anti-sioniste qui se ma- 
nifeste partout dans le monde, 
ot Pon considére la Palestine 
comme une Terre-Sainte.” 

Les Sionistes cependant ne se 

sont pas déclarés satisfaits de la 
Promesse Balfour ni de la Charte 
du Mandat, malgré tout ce qui, 
dans célles-ci, porte atteinte aux 
droits sacrés des Araibes, Ils ont 
terre fe de, jour... ambiguité a 
méme de la Palestine arabe. 
La Grande-Bretagne & reconnu la 
situation anormale eréée par les 
promesses contradictoires des Al- 
liés faites aux Arabes et aux Juifs. 
Bille a reconnu également que la 
nécessité de remplir ses obliga- 
tions en tant que puissance man- 
dataire, se heurte aux droits des 
Araibes dans leur pays, d’une part, 
et aux promesses énoncées dans 
la Déclaration Balfour ‘8u profit 
des Juifs, d’autre part ; ce qui 
rend j’exercice du mandat prati- 
quement ‘impossible. C'est pour- 
quoi elle a soumis la question pa- 
lestinienne 4 VOrganisation des 
Nations-Unies. 

Voici en effet ce que M. Bevin 
a déclaré aprés l’échec de la der- 
niére Conférence de Londres sur 
Ja Palestine, dans son discours de 
cléture : 


‘‘Nousg expliquerons aux Nations- 


Unies qu’il a été démontré que 


lo mandat était Inanovlicable, et 


qu’il est impossible de concilier, 
oh uement les engagements 

pris’ envers lune et Yautre par- 

ties.” ork 

M1 y a ia la preuve . que la Dé- 
claration Balfour et Ja Charte du 
Mandiat étaient choses anormales 
et ne pouvaient eonstituer une 
situation (égiitime acceptable ; 
que les Aralbes; sont en droit de 
les rejeter, et de consdiérer que 
toute interprétation de la teneut 
de Pune et de Pautre est contrai- 
re aux princilpes élémentaires de 
justice, et contient une menace 
pour ce quills possédent de plus 
cher, & savoir le droit 4 la vie. 

En définitive, le droit A dispo- 
ser de soi-méme dont jouit et que 
devrait pouvoir exercer le peuple 
arabe de Palestine, a été cons. 
tamment violé et me cesse de 
létre. Droit naturel pourtant,, 
droit absolu, droit impresecripti- 
ble contre lequel ne sauraient pré- 
valoir la force et le fait accompli, 
‘] consacre les revendications &- 
rabes et condamne les prétentions 
sionistes.. 
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Les Gouvernements arabes, qui 
voient dans les principes démo- 
cratiques sur lesquelg a été fon- 
dée l’Organisation des Nations-U- 
nies, le meilleur soutien de 


demandent Vappllication intégra- 
le. Ils sont convaincus que la 
Commission d’enquéte n’envisa- 
gera pas une solution violant ce 
droit et contrevenant aux princi- 


ce, 
droit et sa plus forte garantie, en| 


Cet'e déclaration dun ges chefs| 
de TAgence juive fut: concrétisée 
par une note au Secrétait'e vB. 
tat aux Colonies protestant con- 


ire la proclamation de l’indépen-: 


dance transjordaniemne, et souli-, 
gnant que la Transjordanie, qui 
constitue une partie des territoi- 
res soumis au mandat’ ppritanni./ 
que, ne saurait é&tre considérée| 
que comme la partie orientale de 


# 


bles de s’{'endre & tout 1¢ Moyen- 
Orient. Les Gouvernements ara- 
bes ne peuvent y demeurey indif- 
f‘rentts. La sécurité de leurs pro- 
pres pays qui est en cause, leur 
donne le droit, bien plus leur 
fait un devoir de wésister au sio- 
nisme par tous les Moyens en’: 
leur pouvoir. 

Aw surplus, le main‘ien du ca- 
ractére arabe de la Palestine —| 
Iequel est le sien qepuis des sié-' 
cles — est un condition du dév- | 


2 
i 


‘Palestine, de maintenir 


gur lo 


JED | 


grande, importance, et qu'elle, 
constitue 


une condition fonda- 
mentale qui ne peut étre Dobjet 
@aucun compromis, 

Cette proposition consiste en la 
nécessité d’arréter immédiate- 


‘ment toute immigration juive en 


les. ré- 
glements actuellement on vigueur 
transfert deo terres, .ct de 


former sang délai un Gouverne- 
ment arabe indépendant fondé sur 


la Palestine. 

Et les tenants du sionisme ne. 
manquérent pas de dévoiler de-| 
vant votre honorable Commissior 


pes des Nations-Unies. 4 
II, — MENACES CONTRE 

LA PAIX DANS ‘ 

LE MOYEN-ORIENT | 


des principes démocratiques. 
Les Gouvernements arabes con- 
sidérent, d’autre part, que tout 


loppement hharmonieux des jeu. 
ples du Moyen-Orient et de jeur| 
collaboration & Voeuvre de pair, 
et de progrés dans 10 monde. i 


L’attitude 
e. des peuples arabes 
du sionisme 
‘second 


Orient. 


Cette paix est 


1. — A ses d€buts, 


ma un foyer national. Lorsqu’il 

Pobtint, il s’appliqua a 1°étendrre. 
jusqu’a en faire unr sorte d’Etat 
au sein de l’Etat Palestinien, do- 
té de ses institu'ions, ‘de ses fi- 
nances, de son ¢conomie et de 
son armée propres. Aujourd*hui, 
il vise & la création dun Etat 
juif sur Je territoire palestinien. 
voire d’un Bta englobant la to- 
talité de la Palestine. Ei, avant 
méme que de le réaliser. il con- 
voite déja de Véitendre aux dé. 
pens des Arabes voisins. 

Dés la Conffrence de la Paix 
en 1918, J’Organisation  sioniste; 
avait en effet, dans un mémoire 
daté. du.3 février.. 1919... rdclamé! 
danie et un partie de la Sytie et 
du Liban jusqu’A Saida, Jisr El- 
Karaon, ‘Wadi-El-Tim, et le 
Harmoun. Et au cours des né- 
gocia'ions qui eurent lieu, la 
méme année, entre la France et 
la Grande.Bretagne, en leur qua- 
lité de mandataireg sur les pays 
diitachés de ’Empire ottoman’, la 
méme Organisation demanda 1’ex- 
tension des fron'iéres septentrio- 
nales de la Palestine jusqu’au Li- 
tani et aux plaines du Hauran et 
de Joulan en Syrie? 

Ces visées territoriales ont €té 
par la suitie, publiquement soute- 
nues. Tous les chefs responsables 
du sionisme, tous ses doctrinaires 
et ses publicistes n’ont cessé de. 
proclamer que les frontiéres de 
la Palestine, telles qu’elles ont été 
tracées en 1919, sont les “frontié- 
res du mandat’”, que le sionismie 
refuse ge les reconnaire, €t que 
son but es, de les €largir consi- 
dérablement & Jl’avenir. 

Tout récemment encore, M, Ben 
Gourion, & l’occasion des ¢jlections: 
de la Histadruth & Haifa, en: 
1944. a déclaré publiquement que. 
les Juifs, qui se proposent de 
s’ingtaller en Palestine méme par 
la force, €largiront les frontiéres: 
dé ce Pays sans aucune hésita- 
tion, ’Etat juif réclamé par le 
sionisme n’étant pas le but final. 
de ce mouvement, mais une étape 
qui y conduit. , 

Et lorsqu’au début de 1946, le 
Gouvernement britannique fit sa- 
voir qu’il avait Vintention de re- 
connattre Mindépendjance fd la} 
Transjordanie dans ses fron'ti@res 


actuelles, M, Shertock déclara a&' 
la presse le 23 janvier 1946, que 


YAgence juive s’opposerait de 
toutes ses forces 4 la réalisation 
de ce projet, et que les Sionistes, 
qui ne g’étaient pas auparavant 
éleves contre le mandat sup 18 
Transjordanie. me pourraient 
néanmoins admettre que fat 
scell(le la sécession de la Trans- 
jordanie et-de lg, Palestine, 


des Gouvernements 
a l’égard! 
est. commandée, en: 
lieu, par leur souci de, 
conser, la Paix dans le Moyen-' 


Menacée par 
les visées expansionnistes et les, 
mithodes terroristes du sionisme, : 
le mouve- 
ment sioniste se contentait dum; 
refuge en ‘Palestine, Puis il récla-' 


| édifices publics. 


les véritables intentions de leur 
Organisation au regard des fron-~ 
tiéres de la Palestine. C'est ce 
qui ressort de l’exposé de M 
Ghertock ainsi que de celui du 
rabbin Fishman  rappelant que 
Dieu a promis aux Juifs un terri- 
toire s’étendant de la presqurile 
de Sinai jusqu’ l’Huphrate. 
2, — Mais le Sionisme né se 
-eontents pas de faire appel pour 
lexécution de ses projets expan- 
sionnistes aux dépens qes pays 
arabeg & de simples Moyers de 
propagande, Son plan comporte 
le recours au terrorisme, tant en 
Palestine que dans les autres 
pays. On sait qu’une atmée se. 
crete a €té formée dans le des+ 
spin de créer un état de tension 
et de trouble en attentant @ la 
vie ges représeNtants de l’autorité 
eb dé@truisant les batiments et 
L’assassinat dia 
Lord Moyne en Egypte, les atten- 
fats perpétrés contre ]'Ambaasa- 
de britannique & Rome, Vhétel 
King David et le Cercle des offi- 
ciers & Jérusalem, la prison de 
St. Jean ‘d’Acre, es voieg de com-- 
viaires, aifisi “qite lerapt “ét"f, 
flagellation d’officiers britanni- 
ques sont autant d’exemples des 
méthodes de terreur instituées par: 
les o'ganisations sionistes, en vue: 
de g’emparer, par la _ violence, 
aun pays qui n’est pas le leur. 
Cette attitude agressive née de 
la faiblesse manifestéle par 
Puissance manda'aire a leur 
fgard n€ manquera pas de sus-. 


citer & son tour la création par’ 


tes Arabes d’organisations simi-' 
lairts. La responsabilité des trou-i 
bles qui pourraient en résulter 
dans tout le Moyen-Orien:; incom. 
bea aux seules organisations sio-} 
Nistes, qui auront été les premié-} 
res & utilisep ces proosdés de vio-| 
lence, 

Les Gouvernemnts arabes veu-! 
lent espérer cependant que la 
situation des communautés juives 
dans leurs pays n’en sera pas af) 
fecticle. 

3. — Aucun Etat en effet mie: 
saurait accepter que lui fat im- 
posée une immigration massive 
comme celle dont est vic'ime la 
Palestine. Des restrictions 4 l’im- 
migration sont partout établies, 
inspir‘es des in‘éréts supérieurs 
du pays et deg droits de ses ha- 
bitants, Crest ainsi que le Gou- 


vernement canadien vient de dd-| 


clarer qu'il N’admettra sur ses. 
vastes tmrritoires que 5.000 réfu- 
giés étrangers. Le Gouvernement 
australien a fait également savoir. 
qu'il ne pourra tolérer, que les né-t 
fugiés admis sur son territoire g6" 
groupent en colonies et, qu’ils de- 
vront étre répartis dans le pays 
em vue de lem assimilation, Des 
mesures de méme ordre ont été 
prises en Norvége ct aans de 
nombreux ‘autres pays. 

Votre honorable Commission, 
g’¢s certainement rendue compte 
que la situation ‘en Palestine est 
des plus instables et. contient en, 
puissance des conflits suscepti- 


la . 


La Palestine, pour des motifs’, 
d@ordre ethniques. culturels, Poli-} 
tiques et ¢conomiques fait, ‘en ef-i 
fet, partie intégrante de ce Mon-' 
ae arabe qui s’est déj& organisé, 
en Eats souverains liés par un! 
pacte & caractére politique et éco- 
nomique, & ‘savoir le Pacte duj 
Caire du 22 mars 1945. Cette Or. 
ganisation qui s’inscrit dans le: 
cadre de la Charte des Nations-; 
Unies réipond aux voeux de celle-; 
ci encourageant les organisations; 
et les accords régionaux, 

Toute fissure dans cet ensem.| 
ble, toute scission entre les Eta's 
qui le forment risque de le ruiner}, 
et de jeter le trouble et le @ésar-| 
roi dans ceze partie particuliére-’ 
ment sensible du monde. ‘ 

4. — LiBtat juif que les Sionis-' 
tes s’effoicen:, d’établir en Pales- . 
tine n’est d’ailleurs pas un Etat 
viable tant du point de_vue poli- 
‘tique que du point de vue écone- 
mique, ' 

Les Etats arabes ne sauraient 
en effet tolérer la eréation dun 
Etat formé d¥léments étrangers 
amenés de toutes parts avec leurs" 
voitises insatiables au _ serivice 
desquelles ils mettent délibérem- 
ment des moyens de violence et 
de gestruction tels que ceux aux- 
quels il g té fait allusion. 

A un Etat ¢tabli pay la violen- 
co les Elta’s arabes seront obligés 
@opposer la violence: c’est le 
droit. légitime 
défend. 

D’autre part, l’Etat 
projet& en territoire arabo ne 
pourra, en aucun Cas, compter, 
sur Vinstitution de rappotts éico-, 
nomiques ou de quelque ordre 
que ce soit avec leg Etats arabes 
circonvoisins. 

Un Etat créé dans ces condi-— 
tions ne pourrait @'re qu’un Etat 
mort-né. 


CONCLUSION 


Les Gouvernements arabes es- 
pérent fermement que la Com- 
mission tiendra compte des con-; 
sidérationg sus-mentionnées, et. 
s’efforcera de proposer une solu. 
tion susceptible de mettre fin aux 
troubles actuelg et d’assurer Se 
triomphe de la justice et 1'établis-: 
sement de la paix & Davenir. Ts’ 
sont persuadés que, pour arriver 
® cette fin, cette solution ne pour- 
ra qu’étre inspirée des principes: 
démocratiques sur lesquels a été | 
fondée Organisation des Nations-, 
Unies. - 

Le premier de ces principes 
commande de respecter |’indépen- 
dance des peuples et leur droit a.) 
disposer librement de feur pro- 
pre sort. 

Or, le peuple arabe de Palestine | 
demande qu’avant toute autre 
chose son droit a la liberté et a 
Vindépendance souveraine lui soit 
reconnu, Les Gouvernements ara- 


étranger 


bes sont unanimes & accorder leur | 
appui sang réserve a la réalisa- | 


tion de ces revendications, Ils ont 
déja) présenté des propositions pré. 


cises dang ce gens, et ils tiennent . 
aujourd’hui & souligner de nou- | 
veau Pune de. ces propositions, | 
parce quiils y attachent la plus 


de tout &tre qui se: 


projet de partage, loin de résou-. 
dre le différend palestinien, ne 
fera que laggraver. Tout Etat 
juif créé en Palestine deviendrait 
inévitablement un foyer dintri- 
gues et un centre de ralliement. 
de toutes les forces sionistes des- 
tinées & étre lancées contre les 
pays arabes. Les Gouvernements 
arabes n’accepteront en aucun 
cas que le sionisme s’implante 
sous la forme d’un Etat autono- 
me, et sur une terre arabe vers 
laquelle convergeraient des cen- 
taines de milliers d’immigrants 6- 
trangers. 

His tiennent & proclamer leur 
certitude que le partage de la 
Palestine et ia fondation d’un 
Etat juif n’auront pour consé- 
quence que de déclencher des 
troubles sanglants dans le Moyen- 
Orient tout entier. Ii a suffi qu’en 
1987 Ia Commission royale d’en- | 
quéte proposat le partage pour 
provoquer une révolution nationa- 
le qui dura jusqu’a la guerre. Du | 
reste, étant donné les conditions 
géographiques, économiques et 
humaines du pays, aucun plan de 
patiage ne peut _ étre viable. Ce 
deux ou trois Etats opposés les 
uns aux autres, et ne nourrissant, | 
les uns, a Végard des autres, que. 
des sentiments de suspicion et 
d@hostilité. 

La seule solution & laquelle il § 
soit possible de s’arréter, et que 
les Gouvernementa arabes consi- 
dérent comme susceptible de ré- 
gler le différend, consisterait, 
ainsi qu’il a été indiqué dans le 
projet présenté par les délégations 
arabes & la Conférence de Lon- 
dres sur la Palestine, au mois de 
septembre 1946, & former un Gou- 
yernement libre & base de repré- 
sentation proportionnelle, et 4 
accorder a tous les Juifs ayant 
acquis la nationalité palestinien- 
ne par des voies légates, les mé- 
meg droits que ceux reconnus aux 
citoyens arabes. Les Arabes, qui 
ont toujours estimé que les immi. 
grants juifs établis en Palestine 
depuis le début du mandat, ne 
pouvaient étre considérés comme 
des citoyens palestiniens, veulent 
prouver par ces propositions, 
Pesprit de conciliation qui les 
anime, et leur ardent désir d’apla- 
nir les difficultés. 

Ce réglement ne saurait avoir 
pour conséquence, ainsi que le 
prétendent certains chefs sionis- 
tes, que les citoyens juifs de Par, 
lestine ne jouissent pas de Ila’ 
plénitude de teurs droits du fait 
qu’ils demeureront a )’état de mi- 
norité, Les minorités juives se 
trouvant dans ies pays arabes. 
wont jamais été maltraitées. El- 
les vivent ay contraire, en parfai- 
te entente avec la majorité et 
jouissent des mémesg droits qu’el- 
le. Depuis les temps les. plus re- 
culés de UWhistoire, les Arabes 
nont jamais établi de discrimina- 
tion entre les citoyens, & quelque 
race et & quelque religion qu’ils 
appartiennent. Hs ont toujours ré- 
servé aux communautés juives en 
particulier un traifement équita- 
ble basé sur les principes de !2 
justice et de légalité. ‘ Bien loin 
de les opprimer, ils offraient _re- 
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_fuge & ceux qui fuyaient la per- 

3 sécution dang les autres pays, et 

jcertains d’entre eux bénéficiant 

‘du régime dé liberté et d’égalité 
‘qui leur était reconnu, arrivérent 
jusqu’aux positions les plus hau- 
tes dans le monde de la politique, 
de Vadministration, des finances 
et des sciences. 


D’autre part, les Sionistes pré- 
tendent justifier leurs revendica- 
tions en déclarant vouloir sous- 
traire leurs coreligionnaires a&UX 
persécutions dont ilg sont actuel- 
lement objet. Cependant, grace a 
la victoire des démocraties, il 
nexiste plus aucun foyer d’an- 
tisémitisme & travers le monde. 
Les. minorités ont recouvré la 
plénitude de leurs droits et les 
exercent partout. en fait. 

Quant au probléme des réfugiés 
et des personnes déplacées, il doit 
étre obligatoirement séparé du 
‘probléme de la Palestine et réso- 
lu sur la base de la coopération 
et de la solidarité internationales. 
Ti ne peut étre question de trans- 
férer en masSe Ces réfugiés en 
Palestine. L’allégement des souf- 
frances d’un peuple ne doit ni ne 
peut étre recherché dans l’aggra- 
vation des souffrances et dans 
Panéantissement d’un autre peu- 
ple. 


Bee 
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Les Gouvernements arabes ne 
sauraient clore cet exposé sans 
exprimer & nouveau Vespoir que 
ratre Honorable. Commission, pre- 
qui y sont développées, adoptera 
la seule solution juste du problé- 
me, savoir Pindépendance souve- 
raine de la Palestine et Varrét 
immédiat de Vimmigration qui 
risque d’en changer la face. Car 
toute solution ne tenant pas 
compte des conditions du milieu 
qui environne la Palestine, c’est- 
A-dire de Vattitude des peuples et 
des Gouvernements arabes, serait 
youée & un échee certain. Bien 
plus ,elle ne ferait qu’aggraver 
les dangers existants et serait 
pleine de menaces pour avenir. 

Beyrouth, le 22 juillet 1947 
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Mr, Chairman, Honorable Members of the United 
Inquiry Committee on Palestine 3 | 


I have the honour on behalf of the Iraqi Govern- 
ment to subscribe to all that has been included in bine see 
morandum submitted by the Arab States and beg permission 
to emphasize and tc elaborate some of its points in this 
additional statement. My statement consists of four 
headings % 

(1) Arabs' rights and aspirations and the Palestine 
Mandate | 


(2) Zionist ahms, claims, and methods 
(5) What 1S involved in the Palestine issue 


(4) Conclusions and proposals, 
1 - Arad rights and Aspirations and the Palestine Mandate 


Palestine is an integral part of tie: ee world 
and it is a vital part thereof. Geographically it is in 
the heart of the Arab world. To travel on the usual nor— 
mal routes from nofbth to south or.from east to west of the 
Arab world oné has to cross Palestine. Thus a traveller 
bo Egypt from Ped: or Syria, or Lebanon, or a traveller 
from enenen or Syrie. into saudi Arabia and He jaz for pil 
grimage passes through Palestine. Palestine is only the 
southern part of the whole of natural and ee byria, 
Nationally the indigenous people of Palestine are one and 
the same people as those of syria and culturally and 


nationally united with the rest of the Arab world, 
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The Araba joined the Allies in World War 1 under 


the leadership of His late Majesty King Hussein and his 
sons (of whom King Feisal the first, the founder of the 
modern state of Iraq, mas one) and fought for the libe~ 
ration and unity of the Arabs including the Arabs of Pa 
1éatine: The Allies on their part .made clear promises to 
the Arabs that they would support the Arabs in the attain— 


ment of their nationalistic aims, and they declared that 


their armies were coming to liberate and not to conquer the 


Arab lands and it was taken for Granted that the Wil- 


- Sonian principle of self-—determination would be applied to 


the liberated territories including Palestine, Palestine 
Was no ewception to the areas which were promised freedom 


and independence. But even without these promises aren't 
the inhabitants of Palestine, like the rest of the Arab 


world, entitled to freedom and independence in their own 
home ? The Arabs of Palestine like the people of the rest 
of the Arab world, were hoping to attain their national 
What was the result ? The result was a 
great frustration and disappointment towards the end of 
World War 1 for in 1917 the Balfour Declaration was issued 
promising the Jews a Jewish national home in Palestine 
Without the knowledge or consent of the indigenous in~ 
habitants of Palestine, a great violation of all moral > 
and human rights and this is the root of all the trouble, 
When the declaration was made, ont of three assumptions 
must have been made : either that Paleatine was an empty 
None, a sort of non-man's land, or that the inhabitants 
éf Palestine Sesreacntsa an ‘enemy population whose terri-. 


tory could .e colonized and exploited without recongnizing 


their right to say anything. All and each of these assump— 
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tions are wrong for Palestine is not a land without a 
people to be sien to a people without a land, Tt has its 
own indigenous population, the inhabitants of Palestine. 
Many of its men took part in the Arab revolt and cueneboue. 
enay were entitled to their right to freedom and. indepen 
dence as priendly allies and not as enemies whose country 
could be disposed of without their knowledge or consent. 
Finally the people of Palestine, together with the people 
of the rst of the Arab World, are a people of great his-— 
tory and culture. They are not of the type to submit 

to foreign domination and colonization. The fact that 
some alien dreamers formed designs to come and occupy Pa- 
lestine cannot be regarded but as a move of aggression and 
a violation of the principles of peace, justice and de-. 


mocracy. 


-UNTOrtunately Une pallour LeULarauiun was suusun 
ded in a mandate designed by the League of Nations giving 
it an ppparent international character but this was a gla- 
ring. mistake of the ieee of Nations. It was a move by 


the League of Nations that led to the violation of world 
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peace and atability in this part of cue: worna for the last 
30 years. The Mandate violated in general all the prin— 
ciples of democracy and self-—determination which were 
contained in the Covenant of the League of Nations. In 
particular it violated the very spirit and letter of 
Paragraph 4, Article 22 of the League of Nations which 
reads as follows :-— 

" Certain communities formerly belonging to the 
Turkish Empire have reached a stage of development where 


their existence as independent nations can be provisionally 


a xe 


recongnised, Subject to the rendering of administrative 
aavaes eee assistance by a Mandatory until such time as 
they are able to stand alone. The wished of these commu— 
nities was to be a principal agneddewet ven in the selec— 
tion of a Mandatory. " | 

This paragraph of article 32 of the Covenant 
‘clearly recognises the right of the Arabs of Palestine to 
independence and to the choice of the Mandatory power by 
the ines antes. These rights the Mandate for Palestine 
ignored just as it eenored the real object of the Mandate, 
that of holding people as a truct with the object of the 
ise sqard pede movermnené and independence and not with 
the object of withholding self-government and independence 
of the people with the object of imposing ss alien body 


whose object is to dominete the country and establish a 
State therein. Thus we find that the Mandate over Pa~ | 


lestine has no moral or legal foundations for the League 
of Nations has no legal or moral sitnoriian ie violate: the 
letter and spirit of its own Covenant. 

| Whas was 7>° ~esult ? As it was to be expected 
the Arabs from the vem besinning nove. recognized the le— 
gality or the validity of the Mandate over Palestine, The 
day of the “alfour Declaration is a day of strikes and de- 
monstrations every year throughout the Arab world. The. 


Arabs of Palestine never: stopped to resist or to protest 


against theimposition of the terms of the Mandate, -Pales— 


tine turned into a land of struggles, strife and bloodshed 
instead of oe ing a land of peace and harmony and very 
naturally SO, for no self-respecting: people in the world 
can permit in’ any sietoapeniie aliens to be introduced 


into their country by force and with the_*htention of 
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dominating it while they have no say in the déstiny of 


their own countryé | 
The Arabs of Palestine résisted and revolted on 
several occasions in self-defence and the situation today 
is no better than what it was 30 years ago, The Arabs 
today, not only in Palestine but throughout the Arab worl’. 
are in a State of tension over the issue of Palestine. 
Them all are convinced that it is not right or just 
that the Arabs of Palestine shouid have been deprived of 
their rights to self-government and self—determination, 
It is not right that the independence of the country 
should have been withheld while surrounding Arab states 
like Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Trans jordan.who were in tt 


same category as Palestine aniwhich were.all integral paz:., 
of the Ottoman Empire have attained their independence. ‘ne 


Arabs of Palestine are.as well developed as the Arabs 

of these states which have Menteved independence, The 
Wishes of the inhabitants of Palestine for independence 
and their rejection of Zionist penetration were formally 
expressed to the King-Crane Commission appointed by the 
late President Wilson as early as 1919. 

We in Irag are directly concerned with the pro- 
blem of Palestine not only because we are bound With the 
Arabs of Palestine. by all the bonds that go to make one 
nation but also because pavoubine te 80 Situated geogra- 
phically as to be of vital importance to Iraq economically 
and strategically. Besides we have about 150 thousand 
Jews in Iraq whose interest and welfare is bound with the 
interest and welfare of our comnhtry as-a whole, In pe 


Moslems, Christians, and Jews have lived happily together 


ee 


@ Fone ay 
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cr | TOF centuries, Zionism, however, may poison the eenee ches 
re of harmony between Iraqi Jews and their non-Jewish 
bretheprn, and we have to see to it in Irag that Zionism 


does not disturb the good relationship prevailing bet— 


ween all the citizens of Iraq. 


8 — Zionist Aims, Claims and Methoms 


Right from the promulgation of the Balfour Declara~ 
tion the Arabs expressed their apprehension and repugnance 
to Zionist demands. The Mandatory power did its utmost | 
to allay the fears of the Arabs of Zionist intentions, . but 
time and experience justified Arab fears and apprehensions, 


The Zionists coming first with modest demands began to 
‘unrold their ambitions from year to year. Official Zionism 


today stands where the extremists stood 30 years &4g0 ~~ 
for a Jewish state in Palestine, The extremist today 
are not satisfied with Palestine alone. They want Trans~ 
Jordan to be attached to Palestine to form one Jewish 
| . ~ State immediately. This Jewish state might extend from 

| the Nile to the EKuphrated at a Later stage and some pro- 

nouncements have appeared 6 4ne effect th:.t Zionist am— 

_ bitions do not fall short of the economic if not political 
| | penetration of the whole Middle East. 

The Biltmore spoeranne- wien represents the offi- 
cial Zionist programme today consigts of turning Palestine 
into a Jewish Commonwealth, opening the gates of Pales— 
tine for unlimited Jewish immigration, vesting the Jewish 
Agency with the power of controlling’ immigration: and . up- 


‘building the country, certainly shows that the Zionists 


wt 


NOONOT ‘3931390 0N093S J1GNd 3HL JO LHDIHAdOD 


e 


i 


es are 
have oe eee way beyond the Balfour mcienatacn and 
the terms of the Mandate. This is exadtly what the Arabs 
had anticipated from the Mandate and the Balfour Declara- 
bion. The mandatory power insists th.t they never unders- 
tood the mandate to promise a Jewish state and had no such 
excessive Zionist demands and ambitions in ce but there 
they are, I submit that there would be no problem in!’ 
Palestine today were it not for Zionist ambition and Zionis 
aggression, These are the roots of all tne trouble and 
unless the Zionists are definitely and finally told to 
abandon their political dream there can be no peace in the 
Middle East. Palestine is being invaded today by armed 


illegal immigrants carried by ships. Terrorism is rampant. 
If this is not an act of aggression and an infringement of 


international peace we do not know what aggression is, 
The Zionists have used many arguments to justify 


their intended domination of Palestine. The first is 
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their historical connection with Palestinek This argument 
is not valid because Ristorical connections with lands 

today inhapvited by other peoples cannot justify movements 
in the world's population, If this were to be permitted. 
most of the countries of the earth should exchange popu- 
lations, South American citizens of Spanish descent 

cannot return to Spain without the permission of the 

Spanish Government nor sre the citizens of U.S.A., Gennde 
and New Zealand of English descent entitled to go back to 
Kngland wieneut the consent of the govenment of the United 
Kingdom, The historical connection of piece people are re—- @& 
latively modern and not two thousand years old. Even if this 


principle were accepted the Jews are not historically more 


q 
OC GB Sa 


~ 8 ~ 


entitled to Paloeb ine than its presentrday inhabitante. 
‘The Jews actually ruled part of Palestine not more than 
240 years and they lived there not even eight hundred 
years = the length of time which the Arabs of Palestine 
on the other hand are mainly descendants of peoples who » 
lived in Palestine before the Jéws and have actually been 
in Palestine for the last fourteen hundred years, 
As for the sonbinuda Spiritual connection of the 

Jews With Palestine this does not entitle them to return 
to Palestine, For Spiritually Palestine igs holy to the 
‘Christians and Moslems and Jews alike, There are more 
than five hundred million Christians in the worla and some 
three hundred million Moslems, all of whom are as much 


Spiritually interested in Palestine sa ana tha Tacno ome. 
is no reason why Palestine should be claimed as Jewish 


because the Jews have spiritual connections with it, The 
fact is that spiritual connections with a place do not 
necessarily entail political connections, All the Moslems 
in the world have sprrtual connections with Hedjaz but 
politically Hejaz belongs to its own ibhabitants, Moreover, 
the Moslems, with their traditions of liberalism and re~ 
ligious teleration towards the people of the book, namely 
the Christiins and the Jews, have demonstrated how har— 
moniously Christians and Moslems live together in Palestine 
with freedom of worship enfoyed by all. The Jews ag such 
have enjoyed such freedom of worship and toleration under 
the Moslems and they shall continue to do SO, But Zionism 
poisons::the atmosphere, - Zionism has turned Palestine from 


& place of peace and spiritual life for all mankind into a 


place of material sgrife, struggles, and bloodshed, 
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Another claim of the Zionists is that the Arabs 
are ovackward and that Zionists coming to Palestine help 
them materially and raise their standard of living. This 
is a very old imperialistic argument, It is the argument 
of the white man's burden, the fallacy of which is already 
exposed to the world. One aggression after another, one 
war after another, were waged on the strength of this ar~ 
gument and the worid is sick of it ! ! The ey ie Chiat 


this’ is an excuse for domination. The Arabs do not want * 


that rise in their standard of living which leads to the 


loss of their own country and to the influw of foreign 
elements who have come in to dominate it; the Arabs sre not. 
a backward race; they have 2 ghorious historical record. 


They do not need the Zionist to briagg them civilization 
and culture. They certainly do not welcome many of the 


things brought by the Zionist into Palestine in the name 


of civilization and culture, The Arabs want to develop 


in the modern world in their own way and from within for 


‘no real culture can oe achieved by imposition or superficial 


imitation, The Arabs facing the modern world are hoping to 
achieve a new cultural Synthesis which is completely vans 
sonant With their great philfsophy and world mission, a 
culture based on human brotherhood with no racial or re— 
Ligious discrimination or superiorities, ZLonism very 

much like Nazism is baded on racial and religious dis— 
Crimination and cannot provide the culture which her mo eeay 
Arab wants, It has already discriminated against hee 


employment on so-called Jewish national land where no 


Arab can be employed. As for material development the 


_ Arabs can develop better without ZLONist intervention, 
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in Iraq are finding our own way towards material and cultu- 


rel progress. No Zionists were needed to open a thousand 
elementary school, send hundreds of students to European 
and American institutions, and establish hundreds of hos— 
pitals and health sarees in Iraq, and introduce great 
irrigation projects. We strll have a long aera go yet, 
but we need no Zionists. Thus the Zionist Laman of 
carrying the wnite man's burden in Palestine is totaliy. 
re jected. 

Another argument used by the Zionist is that the 
Arabs have vast areas of land and that the Jews are home— 
less and they nedd@ land. The first part of the argument 


can be easily dismissed for no matter how vast a people's 
tee Nt AS sae ede AWA the Sm FNAB eR AIR HSA MLE tN AANA Aa whht han 


they can accept any newcomers or not and whom to accept. 
The Arabs are not the only people who have vast areas - 
the U.S.A., Canada, Austr-lia, South America all possess 
vast areas of land that need development but no one speaks 
of imposing any immigration which has alien political do- 
Mination as its aim. But theemore serious part of the 
argument is the question of homelessness. This 1s a 5 
dangerous concept. Why should the Zionist assune tliat 

the Jews are homeless ? I wish to think that the home 

of an Iragi Jew is Iraq and I hate to think that he feels 


homeless. The home of the English Jew is England and 


the home of French Jew is France and the Czechoslovakian 


Jew, Czechoslovakia. There should be no Jewish homeless 
and by spreading this concept Zionism is rendering dise . 
service to the Jews all over the world for it is trying 


to undermine their loyalty to the country Where bey are 


NOONOT ‘331430 OY0938 I16Nd BHL JO LHDIYAdOD 


a 


(dye 


ane 


and to make them feel that they are not at home where they 
Aree Omre this. princips is accepted the Jews everywhere 
Will be wonaiaered as strangers and hence anti-semitism 
will pegin to operates Restate thet the concept of 
Jewish homelessness is accepted, as a universal principle 
and. tre. t the Jews need a home, they should lood for a 
place other than Palestine and the Arab world. Palestine 


cannot meet the concept of homelessness and the Arab world 


is no place for a Jewish political home, J dQ hope , however, 


that democracy shall prevail all over the world in such a 
way as to make every Jew feel at home wherever he is. By 
spreading thé idea of homelessness amongst the Jews 4io- 


nism is becoming a danger to internal peace and harmony 
within each country having Jews — NeNnce Cunurivuvansy vy 
anti-semiticism and encouraging racial and religious dis- 


tinctions and discriminations. 


The Zionists claim tha Palestine can admit millicns 


of Jewish immigrants and see no reason why the Arabs object. 


The answer to this is threefolc. In the first place Zio- 


nist estimation of the absorptiv«: capacity-of Palestine is 


highly exaggerated and is pased on wasteful economy. In 
the second place they seem to disregard the natural growth 
of the Arab population who are ad crowded in a re- 
Latively barren country. In.the enrira place, even if the 
absorptive capacity permitted, which it does not, the Arabs 
reject any immigration which has political domination 
an object and they are entitled to do SO. 

To achieve their ends the Zionist have means 
are not available to the Arabs and hence Arab rights 


not adequately known and the voice of the Arab world 
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not adequately heard in the Western world. Hence the 


tadk before your aeinmeiee is highly important and delicate 
if right is to overcome wrong. Here are some of the power~ 
ful means used by the Zionists to make their ambitions 

and aggressive intentions appear to be right °: 

| a) PeORGHNG pressure $: The Zionist use eucut economic 
pressure to make the Arab sell his land. They allure him 
and jis weaken him of fering an exorbitant gum of money 

for his land = the week Arab succumbs soon to find himself 
@ landless homeless fellow. Economic pressure is used 

in gaining support and ih averting attacks. We know 

of some well-known non-Jewish men who have been employed 


by Zionists and paid a good sum of money to promote their 


Cause, WE ALSO KNOW OF anbtir-Zlonisu peuple who Cannon 
raise their voices fearing Zionist economic threats and 
boycotts. But money and shevene ieeeute cannot make | 
wrong right. 

b) With money goes political influence In some 
countries Zionists have direct access to influential pu- 
blic men, With pressure of influence with ousiness part— 
nership the Zionists @aika supporters in many countries. 
Such a support aennee make what is wrong right and what 
is unjust just. 


c) Probably the most effective means which they have 


used to attain their goal is propaganga. The ZionPsts 


have a highly organized machinery of propaganda with which 


“the Arab cannot possibly compete today. They have access 


to the press in most of the Western countries besides pro 
viding théir own press, Through the press Zionist try 
to prove their wrong right and the right of the Arabs 


wrong. They usually follow three line sof propaganda — 


is maar. oo G 
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one -is that there is nothing in the way of their achieving 
their own aims except these Nazi effendis and feudal 


Lerds; the masses of the Arabs do not mind Zionist domi- 


nation:they flourish under it... To this line of propaganda 


I need not ar word. You need only travel around the 
Arab world toodiscover for eounesaes whether it is only 
the Effendis who are opposed to Zionism. “a wish to assure 
you here that since the days of the prophet Mohammed, ma 
Prayer and Peace bless his “soul, until fioday the Arabs 
have never been united on ererything as their on unity to_ 
oppose Zionism and this is true not only of the Palestine 
Arabs but of the Arabs throughout the ky Wont (example 
from D. Van der Meulen's Aden and the Hadbramant), This 


being the fact, I wish to assert that there can be no 
peace between political Zionism ana Unie APay wuLiue 


The second line of propaganda is that of the dis- 
placed persans. The question of displaced persons is a 
humanitarian matter which the Zionists try to exploit for 
their own politicel ends. The question of the D.P.'s 


should be: settled on an international level ana the UNO 


has already created a special organisation to deal with the 


matter. This problem snould not complicate the Situation 


in Palestine, arising from Zionist struggle for political © 


domination. To assist Zionist political domination in Pa- 
iestine with the pretext of D.P.'s is to create trouble in 
the Arab World, This is an anti—huinanitarian act as one 
should not attempt to remove an injustice by committing 
a greater injustice, | | 

The third line of Zionist propaganda is that of 
boasting of their achievements in Palestine. Sandy de- 


serts turned into Paradizo; modern farms established; 
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many factories erected; huge hospitals built; etc. CLCese 
To this line of propaganda we have two observations to. 
make, The first is that given an unlimited source of | 
dollars from the Zionists of the U.S.A, and Western science 
and technique any amount of construction can be made. The 
Arabs are doing their utmost with the himited resources at 
hand to work their own development. The second remark 

is that the Zionists rarely speak of ihe great losses 
incurred in what they have achieved. It is now a known 
fact that Zionist economy in Palestine is not selfsupplied. 
It is running on a deficit of something like 40 % pata 
from donations. But one might ask are the Zionists fools 7? 
The answer is quite simple the Zionists have not come only 


for Palestine which is mainly a barren, rocky, and sandy 
country. Palestine is just a stepping-stone to the econo- 


mic exploitation of the Middle East, In the long run, then, 
the Zionist dream of big economic returns which will make 


up for temporary losses, Hence the whole world needs to 
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critically examine Zionist propaganda and Zionist ing luence 
on world press if we are to achieve peace in a. democratic 
world. Great donations of money under humanitarian guise 
for terrobism and for aggressive agseaen of Palestine 

must stop if we are to achieve peace in this part of the 


world. 


d) A new method used by the extreme Zionists i ost- 


War years has been a resort to force. Some Zionists in 
this war probably joindd the Allied forces with a double 
end in view — the defeat of Hitler and the conquest of - 
Palestine by force. They certainly learned some of the 


dealliest and most treacherous Nazi methods of warfare, 
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They are applying them in Palestine today. 

These are some of the Zionists methods by which > 
they wish to ican cee Piieentne but the fact remains that 
it would have been better for all concerned if the Zionist 
came with a direct force for the invasion of Palestine as 
the Crusaders did in the past. These round-about methods 
and these false pretenses and camouflaged bacthos cannot 
serve the purpose of peace. The @udieouted truth is that 


the Arabs are unanimously opposed to political Zionism and 


‘that the Zionist can never establish a state in the Arab 


world, Such an attempt is doomed for it is unnatural to 


graft a foreign state on the Arab today, 


3) What is involved in the Palestine Issue 


Wnoaw 18 involved ain LOE FULGHSULIISC LOOUD LD Wig ULUL 


the principles of peace and justice can prevail or whether 


domination by the force of money, distorted propaganda, 
political pressure and terrorism will succedd, | 

What is involved is the loyalty of the Jews in 
every city in the world — are they to be uprooted or hel- 
ped to live in a free democratic world. 

What is involved in the future of the UNO and ‘the 
maintenance of the principles of the Charter for the ille~ 
gal immigrants invade Palestine and the terrorist prac— | 
tice violence under the very eyes of the U.N. 's Committee, 


What is involved is the relationship between East 


and West for the East loots at Zionism as a western de— 


Sign inspired by old imperialistic methods which showed 


no respect for the rights and wishes of the people of the 


exploited country. 
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‘What is involved is the spiritual serenity of. 


Palestine — whether it is to be a cradle of peace and ho- 


liness where the spirit. of man can find a refuge or is it. 
going to be 4 place where struggle and ploddshed between 
peoples of religious and races prevail. 


Much ig involved in the question of Palestine and 
yet the question 1s 80 simple and the remedy is S80 easy 
to apply = | | 

It is simple in spite of Zionist claims and pro~ 
paganda which have created 4 complex problem out of a sim— 
ple matter of invasion and desire for domination, It is 
easy in spite of terrorist violence for we pelieve that 
terrorism could easily be squashed weiith firmer handling | 


of the situations 


In conclusion may I summarize my views and reccom- 


mendations in the following - 


1) Palestine is an integral part of the Arats 
world and the Arab population are the rightful owners of 
the country and tbe Arabs will never yield Palestine or 
any part thereof, There is nothing between Arabs ang 
Jews; as guch they can live together harmoniously as they 


have done for thousands of years paste 


2) The Mandate has no moral or legal foun— 
dation; it has introduced an element of trouble in Pales— 
tine which will continue to grow from year to yeah and 
disturb peace and stability throughout the Middle East 


unless the U.N.!'s checks the source of trouble finally 


and completely. 
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3) The source of trouble is political Zionism 
with its ever growing ambitions. Unless these political 


are finally and completely abadoned there can be no peace 


in Palestine or the Middle East. This can be done very 


easily if the United Nations declare that Zionist politi- 
cal ambitions are dangerous to peace and security in the 
Middle East for Arab nationalism and political Zionism can 
not go well together in Palestine, Either one or the | 
other eet disappe at. The Arabs being the rightful inha- 


bitants in Palestine are not ready to @ive up their Arab . 


World. They will sooner or later fight for their politi- 


cal existence and fefend tBahir own country if aggression 


is permitted to continue. The Zionist should be advised 


a re hare. wath anlttunal and anirnitual home whic 


which they have already achrved and abandon their aggres— 


sive political designs. 


4) The Zionists should all understand that a 


Hewish state was never promised and can never be establi- 


shed in the whole or part of Palestine. Such .. state can 
never survive with: 2 hostile péople surrounding it and will 
always be a cause of war and struggle. We do not believe 
that the Jews need a state for they belong to the states 
where they reside. If it is deemed that a Jewish state 

is a human necessitu it should be dealt with outside 


Palestine where no trouble will ensue. 


5) <A Unitary democratic state should be esta- 
blished in Palestine where the people of Palestine, irres— 


pedtive of race and religion, shall work together and © 


live together peacefully and in harmohy, Those who do not 


wish to Live in sucha state should be advised to leave 


co 
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Palestine. 


6) Some Zionists who want a Jewish state no matte 
how small to begin with and some non-Jews ane Bre not 
‘femiliar With the solution. I wish to make it clear no 
partition in ang oti cr guise will be acceptable to the 
Arabs. They will fight it and resist sooner or later | 
for no Jewish state in any size or form will ever be 
tolerated by the Arab world. Moreover partition can not 
-work for more than one reason for it can never separate 


the Arabs from the Jews completely and the state derived 


therefrom can never stand on théér feet alone economically, 


But these are, from the Arab point of view, secondary con- 
sideration compared with their firm determination to 


fight the.idea of vartition as well as the idea of the 


Jewish state, This point I hope the Committee will give 


due condimeration, 


7) Malestine is already relatively over~crowded 


if due condideration were given to the barrennmess of the 


country and the natural growth of the population, That 


is Why immigration should be completely stopped. If immi- 
gration ever were possible it should not fake place wi- 
thout the consent of the Arabs of Palestine and their 

view of the absorption capacity of the country shuihd 

be paramount. Even tien immigration shall not be dis 
Spinetory and there is no justification for having Je~ 


Wish immigrants mainly. The quota should be fairly dis— 


tributed amongst all Moslems, Christians and Jews who 


wish to come to Palestine to lead a spiritual 1°f.., 
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8) An independent democratic Palestine shall be 
recognised by the members of the United Nations and as 
such it shall be e member of the Arab league and of 


the United Nations. 


- An experience of thirty years proved that flagrant 
injustice was done to the political rights of the Arabs 
of Palestine, That injustice lod to strife and unrest 
throughout this period. Many committees and commissions 
were sent and made reports, with no jveads The Arabs have 


become desperate and they lost hope in committees, May 


this Committee at last, guided by the principles of the 


charter, make such recommendations whhéth will finally and 


finality in the situation so that pease and harmony may 
prevail in tne Lana OL reace and 1n all tne Midale 


East, 


WOONOT ‘3313430 GODT J1GNd 3HL JO LHDISAdOD 


ANSWERS OF ARAB GOVERNMENTS TO 
THE MAIN QUESTIONS ASKED BY MEMBERS 
OF THE COMMITTEE. 


1) What would be the fate of illegal Jewlsh 
‘dmmigrants and such immigrants that have not acquired 
Palestinian nationality (see p #6 of the memorandum: 

* accorder & tous les juifs ayant acquis la nationalité 

palestiniemne pa ies légales, lesm&mes droits..."). 
To begin with, we wish to define the word 

illegal. The Arabs consider all Jews who entered Palestine 


ne tl Mweddee tan aa illacal. Some of these. 


however, given Palestinian nationality by the Mandatory 
Power are de facto citizens. The word illegal as used 
in the question, however, seems to refer to the Jews who 


entered Palestine without the consent of the mandatory 
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Power. These should be dealt with according to the laws 
applied at present to Arab illegal immigrants namely 
expulsion from the country. There is no reason for 
discrimination. As for those who have not acquired cit- 
izenship, they shall submit to the laws which the future 
independent state of Palestine shall legislate. Those 
wno fulfill requirements of citizenship shall become 
citizens; others might be treate¢ as aliens without dis- 
crimination. 

2) Page 142 "Cette proposition consiste en la 
nécessité d'arréter immédiatement toute immigration juive 
en Palestine, de maintenir les réglements actuellement en 
viguer sur le transfert des terres..." How does this | | | : i 
harmonise with the principle of equal rights proclaimed oy eerie | | Bice 


on pel6 (see above ? Is the proposition on page 14 only - “a 7 - oo —— — ee 
} /to bes. «. ~<a ml a gs | oe 
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to be considered as a temporary arrangement ? 
We demand immediate stoppage of immigration and 
transfer of land from Arabs to the Jews until an independent 


democratic state of Palestine is created. Once the state 


is formed, it shall be entitled to legislate on such 
matters, provided the legislation shall be made with the 
consent of the majority of the Arab members of Parliament 
and provided that the legislation shall contain no dis- 
crimination angi Palestinian citizens. 

3) Would, in your opinion, the Jews have possibilities 
to develop freely in a Palestinian Arab State ? Would they 
have the right of an educational system of their own ? 

What would happen to the Jewish industry ? 


1. Our answer to the first part of this question 
is in the affirmative. 


11. The constitution of the independent state of 
Palestine shall provide for the right of religious bpdies 
and other societies and individuals to maintain, in addition 
to educational establishments administered by public 
authority, private schools and universities subject to the 
compulsary teaching of Arabic in the schools and to 
Government control for the purpose of maintaining educational 
standards and preventing subversive teaching with the object 
of creating common allegiance without discrimination. 

111. Palestinian Jewish industry shall be treated 
like any other Palestinian industry and subject to social 
legislation. . 

4). Why would a Jewish State not be viable 
(p. 12 to 14). 
A Jewish State is not viable because it will not 
be tolerated by the Arab world and it cannot subsist 
surrounded by hostile peoples and states. The Arabs will 
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never yield a post of their homeland to be a Jewish 


State. 

5). The statement on page 16 in the middle of 
the page. The Jews contend that bad treatment has been 
inflicted on the Jews in one or two Arab States. What 
about this contradiction ? 

The Jews lived in the Arab world in peace 
and harmony. History demonstrates examples of great 
Liberalism and tolerance on the part of the Arabs towards 
peoples of all religions. It is only recently that 
Zionism has begun to poisen the atmosphere between Jews 
and non-Jews. The one incident in Bagdad was a Nazi 
Coup d'Etat in 1941 using Zionism as a pretext for an 


——_—-— - —_ x rN me. Teen Maer amnmant aaAann aaAhia eh af 


that movement and bitterly punished those who were 
responsible for the assault on the Jews. 

6). In the case of Palestine becoming an independent 
Arab State, how will law and order be maintained having 
in view the fact that the Mandatory Power needs a 
considerable armed force for that purpose under present 
circumstances 7? 

We believe that an Independent State of 
Palestine has to be prepared and equipped for maintaining 
an efficient police force which will be able to cope 
with any intransigent element in the country. We do not 
believe that a big force is needed provided that firm 
handling of the culprit becomes the rule. | | 

7). Is an interim period contemplated before 
an independent State is established? 

Yes, a very short interim period is contemplated 
before an independent state is established. It would not 
need to exceed one year. 

1l.Is there anything to fear tf or the Jawi ah 


/commmities..', 
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| | s (see memorandum 
page 11) ? | 
The Arab States are quite anxious that the 
Palestine question is settled justly. For any injustice 
incurred on the Arabs of Palestine reflects badly on the 
relations between Jewish Communities in the arab world. 


1). How is the security of the Arab States 
jeopardized by the establishment of a Jewish State in 
Palestine (see p.11). Is it meant any Jewish State, even 
a small one consisting only of part of Palestine ? 

Yes, a Jewish State no’ matter how small 
jeopardizes the security of the Arab world from within and 


from without. These might be intriguing economic pressure. 
and gradual infiltrat1lon Leading FO GOMLMALLUNse FLvil Ws visu 9 


a Jewish State may be a bridgehead for aggression. 
2). What means the paragraph in the middle of page 
12; "Toute fissure dans cet ensemble etc.'' 2? What is the 
fissure thought of ? 7 
Any foreign body in the Arab world breaks its 
integral unity and this is specially true of the case of 
Palestine. | 
3). Would the Arab States ever have recourse to 
violent measures (see p.l2: "par tous les moyens en.leur 
louvoir" and p.13) ? 
The Arab nations consider the establishment of 
a Jewish State in Palestine as a hostile act and they feel 
emplied to defend themselves by all means including violence. 
4). Several solutions have been mentioned: 
a) a bienational state with a limited immigration, 
b) a federal state, comprising two or more part states, 
each having the power to determine whether or not 


immigration would take place, 
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c) partition, involving the establishment of two 

ind ependent states which as a matter of course would 
‘be at liberty to decide on the immigration question. 
What are your reasons to discard these solutions ? 

We cdnstéepiany further immigration and any form 
of position which might lead to a Zionist bridgehead 
in the Arab world is inconsistent with oup national 
rights and interests. 

5) What would in your opinion be the chance of 
such solutions being accepted by the Palestinian 
population ? 

The views of the Arabs of the Palestine Arabs 
are well known on the matter and they flatly neglect all 


such solutions. 
lV. TF 


1) Would there be necessity of some safeguard 


for access to ahd worshipping at the Holy Places ? 
in the affirmative, which ? 
We believe in the freedom of worship and the 
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statu quo provides for it in Palestine to-day. That 
statu quo should be maintained in future, and we do 
not think any further safeguards are necessary. The Arabs 


are quite prepared to guarantee this statu quo. 


Faycal-Welmman agreement is null and void. The footenote 
which King Faycal added in Arabic to the document makes it 


* 


absolute. 


We are ready to present the honourable member with the 
minutes of the London Conference together with the Arab scheme 
for the solution of the Palestine problen. 


3) The objections “against a partition: 
a) into two sovereign states 
b) into two federal states with a central 


government. 
Objections against partition were given in answer to 


question No.4 (11). 
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NOONO? 


The Zionist made several attempts at the penetration of 
transjordan and the Lebanon. They intended to buy lands and 
get concessions in order to have a foot-hold there. fhey were 
always met with an opposition from the people. Some Zionists 
do not hide their intentions of annexing Transjordan into the 
Intended Jewish state and expand the state later on to 
neighbouring countries. 

5) 


Negeb is a part of the Arab body which 1s as essential to 
the Arab world as any member to the body. Beside its strategic 


. 


importance to the Arab world it will eertainly provide room for 
the expansion of the ever increasing Arab world. 


6) Standard of living of the Palestinian Arabs as 


Ache ee RERANCH 


d_ to their standards in the neighbouring states. 


/wWe Go..,, 


rg 


We do not think the standard of living of Palestine 


arab is any better than his standard in the other neighbouring 
states like the Lebanon and Syria. The standard of living in 


the arab states is rising with material de 


and social legislation. 
7) 


We believe that the Fise of the standard of living of 
the arabs of Palestine «- if there is any - is the result of the 
rise of standards of living after world war No.l throughout the 
Middle East and we do not believe that the lot of the 
Palestinian Arabs is better than that of other Arabs. 


aduasafay 


The Mandatory power =- although they exerted most of their 
@Irort in facilitating the establishment or tne National Home =< 


did make a relatively small effort to improve the conditions of 
the arabs of Palestine. as for the Jews, they have had no 
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direct effect on the improvement of the Palestine Arabs which is 
worth mentioning. 


NOONO? 


7 Le toa 


1) What would be the fate of illegal Jewish immigrents and such 


immigrants that have net acquired Palestinian nationality (see p.16 of 
the memorandum: “A accorder 4 tous les Juifs ayant acquis la 
nationalité palestinienne er des voles Légzales, les mémes droits.."). 


2) Page 143 “Cette preposition consiste en la nacessité d'arreter [aa 


immediatement toute immigration juive en Palestine, de maintenir les 
réglements actuellement en viguer surlé transfort des terres...-" 

How does this harmonize with the principle of equal rights proclaimed 
on pel6 (see above)? Is the, proposition on page 14 only to be | 


considered as a temporary arrefigement? 

3) Would, in your opinion, the Jews have possibilities to develop 
freely in a Palestinian Arab State? Would they have the right of an 
educational system of their own? What would happen to the Jewish 
industry? 

4) Why would a Jewish State not be viable (p.12 to 14.). 

5) Tne statement on page 16 in the middle of the page. The Jews 
con#end that bad treatment has been inflicted on the Jews in one or two 
Arab States. What about this contradiction? 


- 4\ tm tha ease of Palestine becoming an independent Arab State, 
how will law and order be maintained having 1n view wic savvy waa e wan 


Mandatory Power needs a considerable armed force for that purpose 


under present oireuns tances? | 
9) Is an interim period contemplated before an independent State 


is established? 


1) How 4s the security of the Arab States jeopardized by the 
establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine (see.p.e 11). Is it 
meant any Jowish State, sven a small one consisting only of part 


of Palestine? 
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2) What weans the paragraph la the Middle of page Las 


“foute Pissure dans cet ensemble etc?" ithat j e Pissure 


thought of 7 . 


a 


3) Would the Areb States ever have recourse to violent 


ff 


3 


measures (see pe lai “par tous les moyens en leur ‘pouvoir™ and pel3)? 
4) Several solutions have bean mantiloneds: 6) a bienational 

State with limited immigration, b) a federal state, comprising two 

Of Ore part states, each one having the power to determine whethe 

oy not inmigration would take place, ¢) partition, involving 

establishment of two independent states which as a matter of cov 

would be at liberty to decide on the immigration que.tion. hat are 


your ressons to discard these solutions? 


aduasafay 


5) What would in your opinion be the chances of 


solutions being accepted by ths Palestinian population? 


iV. dhe safeguards with regard to the Holy Places. 
a. J WOULD Chere Oe Heecesslty OF Semeo Ssaleguaras 


guarantees for access to and worshipping at 
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| (Paraphrasing | 3 
aa | unnecessary) 
a | ) NWARD TELEGRAM | [| 6 | 
| «| : A 2 ae 7160 | 
. Ss . (This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be | 
retained by the authorised recipient and not pas d = | 2 in 1 
FROM VIENNA TO FORKIGN OFFICE (GERMA forts ist! 
PW/DP/60/V | | SHORE 
MOST IMMEDIATE 
D. 2.30 pm Sth August 1947 
R. 5 pm 5th August 1947 — 


f ; 
f 
(Pee moos ra 
A eG : wy os ioe 
FX Py oe ae i 
- 
ia 


— Your most immediate telegram on visit of United 
Nations Special Committee on Palestine. 


Request urgently subi 
Gtk UVUGELY wld Yuva ue 


delegation and to afford t 


Action, Mr Ivimy 
Distribution. Standard Travel Policy 

PS/Mr Mayhew Mr Gladwyn Jebb 

Mr Boothby Mr Beeley 

Mr Patrick Dean Mr Underwood (2 copies) 
Cerman Refugee Dept (6 copies) 


rastera Dept 
U.N. €Hcon) Dept 


HwWS/JV 


saquasafay 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


of particular secrecy and should be 


a _ (This telegram is 
met | retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE (GaRMAN SECTION) TO VIENNA 
; A/402 SEC 
; HCRET 
| 5th August 1947 | Wii DIATE: 
| Vile AT 
: D, 8,15 pin Sth August 1947 
Your Pd/DP/65/V dated Sth Au;ust . 
Visi f lat i 
Palestine, it. of United Nations Special ComiLiutee on 
| . Date not yet fixec or c 
Resaitirkis Bg re a rial orobable dates of stay tn 
URLGINATOR, ur Freeman 
Distr ibut Lon, Standard ' ) 
Standard Travel Podic 
PSAMIr Layhew Seated 
Myr Boothoy 
My Patrick Dean 
ir Gladwyn Jebb 
Mir Beeley 
ee eo pies) 
German Refugee De} pl 
HaSstern Vept en 
| ale (Hoon) Dept 
| - VIM JOS 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


| (This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be. 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 


F..OM FOREIGN OFFICE (Git. JAN SECTION) TO VIENNA 


A/40e | 
7th August 1947 


e- Zep? OM, 


SECRET 
IMMEDIATE 
7th August 1947 


Your PJ/DE/65/V dated oth August. 


Visit of United Nations Special Committee .on Palestine » 


Dates in our A/40e Gated 5th August confiimed. 
of 


2, Party consists/plus crew of 6 plus air hostess, 


3 After leaving Vienna on Monday pm the party will fly 


é 
to Berlin. 


Originator. 


Distr butLon. 


Me Freeman 


Standard Travel Polley 
PS/ii: Mayhew 
hic Boothby 

we Patrick Dean 

har Gladwy nh a) ebb 

hic Beeley 

Mme Underwood 
Cerman “efugee Dept 
fastern Dept 

U.N. (Beon) Dept 


(2 copies) 
(6 copies) 


an 
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{REFUGEE CAMPS 


g 
FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
3 GENEVA, Aua. 1 


Belsen. e 
attitude of the inmates of the y centre# 
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(Paraphrasing: 
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LA] 
(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be ae 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 


FROM FOREIGN OFVICE(GERMAN SECTIUN) TO BERLIN & VIENMAe 
No.1463 Basic to BERLIN. SECRET. 
a/402 to VIENNA. 
WOST..DMMEDIATE... . .. 
2nd AUgUSt, L947. 
D. 2.35 pm 2nd Ausust L947, 


Repeated: Lubbe ck - 
Repeated: e ) _ No.2140 Basic. HOST IMMEDIATE. 


Lengo CP; TP) 12 
Genéva ~ U.K.Del gat lon( for WeriCC Halal VERY) RUUTINE. 


New York - U, Ke Les eee manne 


é ue ‘ we . o , ‘* e a %. . “ » 


_.. .eeGHE. . tne United eo . pecial Cornmit tee on PALESTINE 
has of ten members 

tO visit pees ts centres of Jewish er na) Ce rmeany and iUSUL LO. 
Seven members of the Secretariat will be attached to the supd- 
cOumittee and it is understood that about seven acerecited 
journalists will accompany the sub-cornmittee during its visit. 


Oe, You are requested to a.ford full facilities to the 

Sub-coimaittee to enable it? to carry out its work in your area. 

These ractlities will probab ly include office ana Living 
ceomilolat Lon, transport and interpretation. 


Oe The Sub-committee will leave GilinV. early the week 
beg taning 4th aucust. Their Itinerary will be WUNICH, VIENNA, 
BERLIN, BELSEN, CENEVA. 


Chairman of sub-cominittes is Mr, HOOD (Australian 
Dele: cate) yho is beine asked to communicate dates of visit and 
further details as soon as they are known. 


De... It is hoped to srovide the sub-committee with a 
British 'plane for lone-distance trans» ort. 


UPie 
Distrinut ion: Standard Travel Policy. 
PS AME Mayne W. 
tir .Gladwyn vebo. 
fir Boothby. 
i’ BOG Ley» 


LOaGOr: lie, LViny. 


hr UnBer 400d ce copies). 

German Refusee Dept (6 s001es). 
ore astern Dept. 
on Fax i.(ficon) vept. 
63. : 
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Next Paper. 
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BRITISH LEGATION 


TELEG. ADDRESS: PRODROME AMMAN 
AMMAN es 


30th July, 19476 


Sir, 


r have the honour to refer to my telegram N9e236 of 
68th July, 1947, on the gubject of the visit of UeN S00 oO. Fe 
to Amman and te inform you thet King abdullah ms given me 
@ méesage during my routine visit to him yesterday, Which 
he requests should be conveyed tO youe The meesage is 
thet although for reasons which were both pelitical and 
tactical th» Tran sjordan Government in its official 
evidence before the U.N.S.C.0.F, Committee had felt 
obliged to dismiss Partition as # possible selution to the 
Palegtine problem, and to advocate the egta blishment of an 
independant state in Palestine, he wished it to be known 
timt these were not the real views either of his Governe 


ment or of himselfs 


ered that Partition Was the only 

t every effort Would be made to 
ensure that it Was adopted. His Mijesty then said that 

in the event of @ partition schme peinmg finally prmmulge- 
ted the question must arise as to whether the new state 
should be independant, or gould be attached to Transjordaie 
He therefore wished it to be known to you that in the 
latter event he would be perfectly willing to give his full 


the King consid 
sOlution and Ke hoped tha 


auasafay 


Sing: Gr BR MOok ST VEBH Shr ahve GTAv.eEeee OF | __ 


Palestine, or as muc 
to withstand any abuse and eriticiwn to woich this action 


might expose him from the other arab Statese 


fne King continued that he reslized that he might 
well be reproached by the Britieh Goverment for not ra ving 
gtated this opinion plainly to the Committee during their 
visit but he explained, with some reas, that ae Tran ej ordan 
Was the one arab State which steod to gain substantially 
from partition it Was impossible that she gould alse be 
the only state publicly to advocate this courss contrary 
to the official views of the whole arab world, He felt 
he could however accept partition and any inciden tal 

1 territery after recommendation by 


adhesions of additi ona 
United Nations Organisetion that he ghould dO 806 


In further conversation with the King I found that 


» Majesty Was under the impression that the Jewish State 
Was not likely to comprise more than the strip of coast 
petween Haifa and Teleaviv, and he se«emed di sa ppoin ted 

the peel Commission poundaries 


when I indicated to him 
and pointed out that the Jews were demanding that area in 


n to the Negebe In spite of this the King still 
ned that he would be willing to take over Whqte ver 
Bfeoek 
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jhe Right Honsurable Ernest Beviny MeFos 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
ne Foreign Office, 


LOYRON, SeWole 


en On oD on a at ean on on a oo 


2) Meer? 


Se at @ later stege the Prine Minister confirmed to me 
tmmt he was in agreemnt with the King om thie mabject, and 
that while he did not know what military implications 
might be involved in & proposal to hand to Tranaj or dan the 
arab areas of Falestine, when considerable spposi tion 
might be expected from the supporters of the Husseini 
party, he assumed that thie difficulty would somehow be 
overcome at the time. He peinted out further that in 
hie statement to the Committee he mad purposely made his 
rejection of Fartitin as a stlution more @ matter of 
gdministrative than politi el difficulty, and had based 
hie rejection mainly on the fact that the Weodghead 
Gemmission had found that Partition to be unWorkable.e 


4. I 40 not feel that this is 4 matter om Wahich I can 
usefully offer any coment beyond saying that it wo uldi 
obviously be to the advantage of Tren sjorden to cbtain 
additional territories and populations provided they could 
pe ‘acquired without blesd shed. The possibility of Trans- 
jordan eventually a@sstming contrel of the Arab area of 
palestine is one Which I mMve ‘geveral times discussed with 
Sir a~lee Kirkbride in the past and I know that he bas 
definite ideas as to the most satisfactory line of action 
to be followed if such @ proposal were ever to 


geriougiy considerede I suggest that as Gir Alec Kirkbride 


ig now on leave in the United Kingdom you may wish to draw 
his attention to this Gespateh on his next visit to the 
Foreign Office and talk over with him the various implica- 
tiona of King Abdulleh's inti matione 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest regpect, Sir, 
Your most sbediens, 
bumble servant, 


f 


Ld 
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a | No. 112 (54/165/47) 


HIS Majesty's 


presents his compliments to t , 
: His Waloptyss PApeLRBE Secretary of State 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 


1947. 


Charge d'affaires paz 


KS 


es 


Wis ly, raids 


Reference to previous corresponitence : 
Our telegram No.280 of 25th July. 1947 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


Subject. 


ee ene ee 
Aide Memoire received from 
Saudd Arabian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 24th July 


COPIES TOs: 


Unit 
His 
His 
His 
His 
His 
His 


Palestine Problem 


d Kingdom Delegation 


ajesty's Ambassador at Washington 
ajesty's Ambassador at Cairo 
ajesty's Minister at Bagdad 
jlajesty's Minister at Amman 
ajesty's Minister at Damascus 


ajesty's Minister at Beirut 


+ % 


tad 


3479 «15099 (4) 


j 


gr 
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There was a meeting of a Committee of the United 
Nations, and a Committee of investigation was elected without 
the consent of the Arab States. The powers given to the 
Committee were contrary to the requests of the Arab States. 


The Arab States therefore reserve their liberty and rights 


in the matter. 


The Political Committee held a meeting at Cairo on 
June 5th 1947, and exchm ged views about the attitude which 
the Arab States should adopt. A representative from Palestine 
attended the meeting of the Political Committee and stated that 
all the people of Palestine were united on the point that the 
election of the Committee was contrary to their interests, 
and that the powers given to this Committee were inconsistent 
With the principles of justice and right, and inconsistent 
with the principles of democracy which place sovereignty in 
the hands of the majority of the inhabitants. It is known 
that the inhabitants of Palestine are the Arabs and they have 
the majority, and in spyite of every violation of their legal 
and moral rights by the introduction of numbers of Jews into 
Palestine, they still have the majority in the country. On 
these grounds and for other reasons they observe that it would 
not be in their interests to give their views to the Committee 
of investigation. Moreover, they wished, on the other hand, 
to make clear to the States members of the United Nations 
Committee the fact that they did not consent to the diminution 


of their rights, and to the solution of the Jewish problem, for 
the creation of which they were not responsible, at their 
expense@e 


to choose a way to defend their rights. The Arab States, which 
consider Palestine as a part of the Arab body, and also consider 
that Zionism with its principles and objects besides the threat 
which it constitutes to an Arab country in the effacement of 

its Arab nationality, by the creation of a majority in it, intends 
all kinds of evil to the neighbouring Arab States which consider 
Zionism as their enemy. They therefore feel compelled to 

take all measures for resistance and defence. 


The Arab States will do whatever they can in all 
fields with all means at their disposal for their deface 
against the aggression of Zionism. 


If the International Committee of Investigation wishes to 
hear the views of the Saudi Arabian Government they will 
not hesitate to explain their views clearly and frankly, with 
reservations made by the Saudi Arabian delegation in the Committee 
of the United Nations towards the Committee of Investigation and 
its powerse 


The Arab States consider Britain as the first party 
responsible for this aggreesion of Zionism against the security 
of Arab countries which has become a danger threatening Britain 
itself as well as all the Arab States. 


The Arab States also consider the Government of the 
United States of America as the second party responsible for such 
aggression owing to earlier proposals attributed to them, and 
also on account of the impression that the United States pressed 
Britain 
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Ate 


doubt be most unfavourable, and We, 


Britain to act in the interest of the Jews and the Zionist 


Committee against the interests of the Arabs in spite of 

he principles of justice and equity and humanity, and in 
spite of the written promises which His Majesty the King 

of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom received from Roosevelt and 

which were confirmed by the present President. | 


The right of the Arabs in their country does not need 
proof, because of the fact that they are the owners, and the 
arrival of those Jews was contrary to the wish of the inhabit~- 
ant Se The Arabs are not asking for a favour; they are 
claiming a clear right which they inherited from their fathers 


and grand-father se 


The Government of Britain and America are, Of course, 
the two democratic Governments which plunged into that great 
world war for the support of the principles and rights — and 
they did right - and the two Governments should be certain that 
any solution which fils to establish a natural right cannot 
solve the problem and cannot insure the peace. 


The Saudi Arabian Government as well as the other 

Arab Governments are most anxious for the maintenance of their 
bonds of friendship with the two democratic Governments, and 
believe that peace in the East depends upon the continuation 

of this friendship. The activities of His Majesty the King of 
the Saudi Arabian Kingdom and the efforts he made during and 
after the war clearly prove the measure of His Majesty's desire 
to support the principles of democracy. This desire of His 
Majesty will not be less in the future than it was in the past. 
He, as well as the Arab Governments, consider that a solution 


of this problem in the interests of peace in the Bast will 
a a Toi sed nNeibope Gommet tes unless the Arab 


OM = we tu th 
States come to an understan ERO La kuseeg aoe ee 
of Britain and America before the case comes before the United 
Nations /Committee.; 


The Saudi Arabian Government ang the other Arab States 
requested the United Nations /Committee/ to place on the agenda of 
the ordinary session for September the termination of the mandate 
for Palestine and the recognition of its independence. They wish 
to agree with the two Governments on this basis, and to co-operate 
with them,for a settlement in this sense in the United Nations 
‘Committee, because Palestine does not fall pehind the neigh- 
“pouring Arab countries in progress, culture, science and right 
to independence and freedom which God granted to his creatures. 


If such an agreement cannot be reached the reaction will no 
the Arab States, and Britain 
and America will have to undergo the resulting difficulties, 
worries and burdens. The only ones to profit will be the 

enemies of peace who try to create dispute between the Arab States 
and the two Governments of Britain and America whose mutual 
interests require that they shall be on the best terms of agreement 


and concord. 
The Saudi Arabian Government in forwarding this request as 


a member of the League trust that it will receive all help and 
support from the two friendly Governments 


/ 
ne Gere ae GG 


AAS 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Ee 7248/951/81 

secret | | 

Cypher/OTP WORLD ORGANISATION ” 
~~ DISTRIBUT IO! 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO JEDDA 


NOe 300 
L4th August, 1947 | De. 11.40 a.m ldth August, 1947 


Repeated to Cairo No. 196 (Saving) 
Bagdad No. 43 aioe 
Beirut Wo. 47 (Saving) 
Damascus No, 32 ying 
Amman No. No. 28 (Saving) 
Jerusalem (Saving) _ - . 
United Kingdom Delegation New York No. 227(Saving) 
Washington No, 861 (Saving) 


88888 


pO. 


a 


Your telegram Wo. 280 and your despatch io. 112 
[Palestine]. 


The attitude of the United Kingdom Delegation at 
the autumn session of the General Assembly must obviously 


er UL eee bbe Vee VES LULULWLLYV OD UY YVLiG LOOPY 

to be presented by the United Nations Special Vomuittee. 
Until ae contents of this report are known, there can 

be no point in further discussion of the Palestine problem 
between the interested parties. 


se You should not take the initiative in explaining 
this to the Saudi Arabian Government. Should they, 
however, revert to the subject of their aide-memoire, 
you should make the position clear. It does not of 
course follow that, once the Committee has reported, we 
shall not be pueperee to discuss the resulting situation 
with other interested parties. But we cannot meanwhile 
commit ourselves even to this. 


saouasafay 
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I hed lunch with Sandstrom and Hoo on Friday and took the 
opportunity to ask whether it would be possible to let H.M.G. 
have an advance copy of the Committee's report, so that there 
might be time to consider it as long as possible before the 
meeting of the General Assembly. They showed appreciation of 
the need for this, but Hoo said that he thought it would be 
necessary to let other interested parties also have copies of 
the report at the same time, so that when the matter came before 
the Assembly postponement of discussion would not be asked for on 
the grounds that there had been no time for its examination. 
Both Hoo and Sandstrom thought that the report would contain a 
number of appendices and maps and that one of these appendices 
would be the complete record of oral evidence given in public; 
the printing of the report and the preparation of some of the 
es appendices would be undertaken in New York and the report in its 
oe full and printed form might therefore not be ready fm many days, 
ae if at all, before the meeting of the Assembly. I said that I 
thought it would be quite sufficient if H.M.G. were to receive a 
single typescript copy of the report withoui appendices, but 


would like to have this at the earliest possible date so that 
well before the 


Sandstrom said that 


this advance copy 


wow ww — we aoe —_—_— —_—— 


that in so far as the Brit hey could 
rest assured it would be treated as strictly confidential. 


2 tf 


I propose to raise this matter again in due course to ensure 
that it is not lost sight of and that a definite decision is 
taken in due time. It will, of course, be mvious to you that, 
if advance copies are also given by the Committee to the Jewish 
Agency, the Arab Higher Committee and the Arab States well in 
advance of publication, secrecy will not be observed and 
garbled versions of the recommendations will be allowed to 
circulate before the date of official publication; these may 
accelerate and accentuate foment in Palestine. On the other 
hand if an advance copy is not handed to the Jewish Agency it is 
certain that Granados or Fabregat will convey one through the 
back door and the effect will be the same. It seems to me 
therefore that, if there is likely to be delay of more than a few 
days between the signing of the report and its publication in full 
and printed form, there might be advantage if the authority of 
the Secretary-General were to be sought by the Committee for a 
procedure whereby advance typescript copies of the report itself 
(without appendices), or merely of the recommendations alone, 
were to be made available to the press at the same time as copies 
are handed to the Mandatory Power and the other parties directly 
interested. Since, however, the report is made to the General 
Assembly it might be deemed necessary to receive the prior 
approval of all member nations of that Assembly to such an 
unusual procedure. You will no doubt give consideration to this 
point and let me know in due course what line to take with the 
Chairman and Hoo when I next discuss the question with them. 


2. It/ 
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Trafford Smith, Eeq., 
Colonial office, 
London. SeWel. 


4. 


2» It is interesting that the Yugoslav and the Czech did not 
vote with Guatemala and Uruguay in favour of the visit to the 
Dele CAMPS. There has, I think, been a eoofing of f in 
relations between the Yugoelave and these two couth american 
delegations end they are not now to be geen together. I rather 
fancy that this may be beecuse the tactia eof Grand and 
Fabregat in giving open support to the Zionist ease are not such 
&8 commend thempelves to the more inaerutable representatives 
of the Soviet bloc. 


de I understand that there will be no open hearings by Hood's 
subeggmnittee, They intend to pick inmates of the canps at 
random and hear them in private in the hope of learning from then 
their real views as to resettiement. Sormerfeld tells me that 
sionist propaganda hee been so intense in the canps thet very few 
are likeiy to say thet they do not wish to <o te Palestine, — 
Although the Committee will not allow the Jewish agency liaison 
officers to vo along with them they do intend to contact the 
various representatives of the Jewish Agency and of the J.D.C. 
who are resident at the camps} indeed, they could hardly do 
otherwise, since the great majority of the camps are directly 
administered by the J.D.c. and hardly any by the I.R.0. 
Sommerfeld (who 1g Deouty Director of the refugee section of the 
UseNeQe Secretariat at Lake success) was over here for the IsReQ. 
Conference just concluded in Lausanne; he has now been attached 
to the UNSCOP secretariat and will go with Hood's sub-committee 
es its secretary. it wes he who geve evidence to the Commitice 
lest Wecnesday and deseribed the intense Zionist propagenia 

which legde Jews from eastern Europe into thege camps lin, oso. 


eA Eh WU & SEUBERWYVR WH BASAL WER WEE BF SVU LAA. AES VIA 
Lies | ww 


Sommerfeld wae followed by Altmeyer, the retiring Executive 
Secretary of the I.R.O. When Altmeyer was asked if there wes 
an; Zienist propaganda in the carpe he replied "Not to my 
knowledge". 


re Sandstrom (who is now busy dGrefting in person the historieal 
summary which is to form the introduction to the report} told 
me that his own sffsire will ¢all him beck to sweden as soen as 
the report is signed, but that he would go to Lake Success for 
the General assembly if he were asked for. 


Dre Ulloa, it seems, does not intend to leave Feru at 
present and ia content to let his alternate carry on and sign the 
report. This is very satisfactory to Sandstrom who gets on 
yery woll with Garcia Salagar. 


Blom is again in bed, this time not from falling into a | 
tomb, but from threat of flebitis. He has hed bed luck and is 
one of the menbersa whom the Committee can leset easily spare. 


5 e 1 have now hande@ to Sandstrom the documenta detailed in the 
Secretary of State's confidential savingrem No. 785 of lith 

to Palestine, being records of the proceedings of the 1946-1947 
conference with the Arab States in London. in doing so I 
repented the explanation contained im the Secretary of State's 
telegram Noe 1522 of 12th July addressed to the High Ccom- 
miseioner, on explanation which had already been given in 
Jerusalem by the High Commisaioner himself. I assume that 
copies of these documenta were made available at the time of the 
conference to the representatives of the Apab States; I shall b 
giad if you will confirm thie to me, since Sandstrom has been 


mengutn enquiring on thia pointe 


6. Lord Samuel wrote two personal reports on the Administratic 


of Palestine while he was High Commissioner. These were 
published / 


aduasafay 
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published as Non-Parliamentary Publications (? Colonial No. 5 of 
192k and Colonial No.7. of 1925). One was written in, I think, 
1923 and the second, reviewing the whole period of his tenure as 
High Commissioner, in 1925. They are not to be confused with 
the Annual Reports of that -period. The “Scott memorandum " 
quotes from both of them. T have not got here a copy of either 
of these reports (there is only a single copy of each extant in 
Jerusalem) and the library at the Palais des Nations cannot 
produce them. Rand has asked for them and, if copies can be 
found in London, I should be grateful if they may be sent to me. 


fe On Friday evening I had a long talk with Musa Alami who, 
together with Cecil Havrani, has been staying at the Hotel 
Victoria for the last fortnight or so. They were concerned over 
the delays in the printing by a Geneva firm of the memorandum 
which they wish to make available to the Committee. During the 
first week the printing went at great speed but in the last ten 
days it has slowed up unaccountably and they suspect that Jewish 
money may be the cause. They do not wish to break the boycott 
of the Palestinian Arabs by presenting the memorandum formally 

to the Committee. The memorandum, which has a number of bulky 
appendices, will be an Arab Office mamma publication addressed to 
the world public and not to the Committee; but they wish «he 
members of the Committee to read it before they reach their 
decisions on the main issue... Musa Alami had not finally 
decided how he will present his memorandum but thought that he 
would either send it to the Committee under a compliments slip 
or get Camille Chamoun to hand it over in his capacity as 
Liaison Officer. He seemed to be under the impression that 


the Committee had made the definite request in Beirut for the 
eles Se es eee nae Entman al Pdi nan Were emitlie Chamoun” ann aasd 


that, in response to this request, Cam amoun ha een 
appointed and was arriving in Geneva in a day or two. So far as 
I am aware no formal decision has yet been taken by the Committee 
in the matter of an Arab States' liaison officer. Musa Alami 
gaid that Camille Chamoun would go on from Geneva direct to 

New York where he would lead the Lebanese Delegation at the 


General Assembly. 


I asked Musa Alami if he contemplated himself meeting the 
Chairman or other members of the Committee informally. 
(Sandstrom had told me that he would welcome an opportunity to 
meet Musa Alami and asked me whether this could be arranged). 
Musa Alami replied that this was a matter which he had been 
considering; he was in a difficult position; there had already 
been two reports in the Palestine Arabic press, one that the 
British Government had persuaded him to give evidence before the 
Committee and the other that a secret meeting had been arranged 
between UNSCOP and Nuri Pasha, Weizmann and himself in an 
attempt to reconcile the Arab and Jewish points of view; he 
had been obliged to issue a public denial of the second report 
since it had linked his name with that of Weizmann. He was not 
prepared, he said, to come out into open opposition to the Mufti 
at this stazge; if the British Government produced a solution 
which could be accepted by the Arab States and by a majority of 
the Arabs in Palestine then that would be the time to break with 
the Mufti, who was of course determined to resist any solution 
which did not give him sovereign authority in all or at least a 
part of Palestine; but until that time came, if it ever did 
come, the Arabs must show a united front. If, however, he 
thought that he could influence the findings of the Committee 
by a private talk with Sandstrom then he was prepared to have 
such a talk and take the risk that the fact of this direct 
contact would become known. But he was not yet satisfied that 
the results of such a meeting would have such favourable results 


as would warrant the risk. I did not attempt to press him to 
meet Sandstrom but merely said that I felt sure that Sandstrom 
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for his part would welcome an opportunity of a discussion. 
Musa Alami said that he would continue to think the matter 
over. If he should decide to meet Sandstrom I would make it 
clear to him that the meeting should be arranged through 


Camille Chamoun and not through mé. 


Musa Alami spoke also of the Mufti's plans for rebellion. 
He said that it was, of course, common knowledge that the il pak 
Arabs of Palestine were being rapidly armed by the Mufti and ee iB oe 
that other preparations were being made for rebellion this 
autumn. The only thing that could possibly cause the Mufti 
to delay putting his plan into operation would, he said, be a 
recommendation of a form of partition under which the Mufti 
himself might hope for absolute authority over the Arab half; 
the Mufti would accept partition if his position as head of the 
Arab Stateg was to be recognised. He went on to say that he 
thought the "Mufti's rebellion" would be premature and would 
not receive material support either from the Arab States or 
from the bulk of the “rabs in Palestine. The principal 
objective would be the elimination of the Mufti's Arab political 
opponents, although of course, Gms ostensibly, it would be an 
attack on the Zionists ana their supporters; a number of Jews 
and British police would be killed in order to keep up the 
pretence. The "Mufti's rebellion" would, he thought, be 
suppressed in a few months, put, unless Great Britain and the 
United Nations were prepared meantime to dissociate the problem 
of the displaced Jews of Europe with the problem of Palestine 
and to negotiate a settlement of the Palestine problem on the 
basis of populations as they now stand, then the "Mufti's 
rebellion" would be followed by violence in the Arab world 
far more serious and effective than anything the Mufti could 
engineer. There was a good deal in this vein; it is no 


it. 


8. Enclosed are three copies of each of the following 
documents: - 


(a) Press release No. 268 of lst August. 
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(b) Record of the Chairman's press conference 
on 2nd August. 


I met Cecil Haurani this morning in the passages of the 
Palais. He said that Musa Alami was upset by the 
violent campaign being carried on against him in el 
Wahde during the last few days, accusing him of being a 
traitor to the Arab cause. He is preparing a counter- 


attack. 
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EUROPEAN OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


Press Release No,268 


Information Centre 
1 August 1947. 


Geneva. 


UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL COMMITTER ON PALESTINE 


SUB-COMMITTEE III 
(Visit to Displaced Persons Camps) 


Itinerary 
Meeting this morning in private, Sub-Committee TIT 


(Visit to Displaced Persons Camps) agreed on the following 


itinerary: Munich, Vienna, Berlin, British Zone - Belsen. 


Terms of Reference 
Subject to approval by the full Committee, the Sub- 
Committee decided to visit selected representative Assembly 


Centres for Jewish displaced persons in Germany and Austria 


With a@ VLEW VO BS0CLUaLU4lgG GU LY pes ver TT TO 


on the attitude of the inmates of the Assembly Centres, regard- 


ing re-settlement, repatriation or immigration into Palestine. 


COMMISSION SPECIALE DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LA PALESTINE 


SOUS-COMITE III | 
(Visite aux Camps de Personnes Déplacées) 


Itinéraire | 
Réuni ce matin en séance privée, le Sous-Comité III (Visi- 


te aux Camps de Personnes Déplacées) adopta l'itinéraire sui- 


vant: Munich, Vienne, Berlin, Zone britannique-Belsen. 


Mandat 
Le Sous-Comité a décidé de visiter un nombre choisi et re- 


présentatif de Centres d'Assemblement de personnes juives aépla~ 


cées, en Allemagne et en Autriche, 


titude de la population de ces Centres q' 
leur ré-établissement, leur rapatriement ou leur immigration 
Cette décision est 


en 


Palestine, et d'en faire rapport au Comité. 
sujette & l'approbation du Comité, - 


dans le but de constater Lliate 


Assemblement, coneernant 


NOONOT °391490 04099 9178Nd 3HL 4O LHDIYAdOD 


a ¢ 


Press Release No.270 


FUROPEAN OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
| 2 August 1947, 


Information Centre 
Geneva 


PRESS CONFERENCE 


eee eecnseerennenn anna eenetgnamnscnestint wires to a COE DE TOC CeCe CO LEC OCA LACTIC CC 


given by 


Mr, Sandstrdm 


President of the United Nations 
Special Committee on Palestine, 
on Thursday, 31 July: 1947, 
MR. SANDSTROM: iI greet you all. It gives me very great 


pleasure to see you. Even if it is hot here, I remember with 


pleasure the cool breezes of the Negev, which I suppose some 
of the correspondents also remember. 4 


Well, nothing much has happened since we left Beirut and 
I suppose what we did in Beirut is more or less known. Sinee 
our arrival here we have been occupied in settling some minor 
matters to begin with. First, this visit to the Camps in 


Germany - I suppose some details have already been given to 


the Press about the visits which are going to be paid to the 


Displaced Persons camps there. Then we have occupied 
ourselves with a more important matter, that is a working 
programme for our work on our Report. In that respect I 
can tell you that we have now worked out such a programme 

as it foresees, as is natural, that we first should discuss 
the historical and factual background of the Palestinian 
question and, after having gone through that, we come to the 
core of the question which will involve also an analysis of 


the several possible solutions. 


Having made that choice we will naturally have to discuss 
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Press Release No. 270 
page 2 


some necessary provisions to implement such a solution, 


We have not begun the discussions yet. So far we have 
been waiting for our papers which have lagged behind and which 
have just arrived to-day. | 

When we get a little further in the matter we shall, of 
course, begin to draft the Report, For that purpose we are 
probably going to set up a Drafting Comititee. 

That is about what I have to state to-day, but I leave 


4¢+ to the correspondents if they want to ask some questions. 


Q. With respect to the three chief points you made concerning 
the working programme, will you have Sub-Committees working 


simultaneously, on all three, or will they be taken up by the 


VY LLNS ote WW Wi Wd $044a3 ew ww e, MOO oe 


A. ‘They will be taken up by the whole Committee one after 
the other. It might later on be found suitable to set up 


Sub-Committees, but for the moment we have not done so. 


Q. Is your deadline of September lst regarded as absolutely 


binding? 


A, We shall take that date into consideration but if it 1s 
necessary we shall transgress it. So far we still maintain 


the hope that we shall be ready by the lst September. 


Q. In the next few weeks I think we all know that the 
situation in Palestine could get much worse than we have seen 

4t this summer. Have you got any special machinery or arrange- 
ment for the Committee to keep in very close touch with what 


goes on while you are in Geneva? 


Ax We will have, I suppose, the Palestinian newspapers sent 


saouasafay 
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to us. Besides, we have got the liaison officers of the Jewish 
Agency and of the British Government who is at the same time an 


official of the Palestinian Administration. 


Q. In addition to the section of your Report dealing with the 
facts, will you also have definite sections dealing with the 


conclusions and recommendations of the Committee? 


| | 
A. Surely. That is the object of the Report — to make 


recommendations. 


Q. Could you say for the benefit of correspondents who did 
not accompany your Commission whether your investigation on the 


svot in Palestine has impressed unon the Commiasion the urgrenev 
of this problem and the need for a very speedy solution? Also, 


has the investigation on the spot added to the knowledge and 
added new facts which might be helpful in seeing the problen. 


and finding a solution? 


A. Certainly what we have seen and heard has ome upon us 

the necessity of a speedy solution. That is, to a certain 

extent anyhow, algo an answer to the second question. Already 

that 48 a new fact. Besides, the visit on the spot has given 

us quite a clear picture of the situation which for us individually, 
of course, constitutes something new. Whether we have learnt or 
not something, or seen anything, which had not been laid down in | 
the documents - that is a question I should not, like to answer. 

I know what I have seen but I do not know all that has been 

written in the documents before, They are so enormous that 


it is very difficult to get through them. 
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Q. Do you feel that you would have a better picture of the 
situation in Palestine than you have now if the Arab Committee 


had not boycotted your meetings? 


A. It would of course have been interesting to hear the Arab 
views expressed by the Arab High Committee, That the Arab 
High Committee has not appeared before us does not mean, 
however, that we have not heard the Arab views expressed to us 
in Palestine. Besides, we have had the Arab cage stated on 
nany previous occasions, so we are not deprived of any know- 
ledge of the Arab views. But it would as I say certaihly 
have been very interesting to hear them expressed before us. 


T want to add that in Beirut and also in Aman we heard 


tHhA weld avan ~o sa a. - we ewe — wer (Ur weewtv hw B.D VU LO a CervaLln 


extent a substitute for the pleading of the Arab High Committee 


for us, 


Q. Will there be representatives of Arab States here ag 


liaison officers? You mentioned that there would be these 
liaison officers of the Jewish Agency and the British Govern- 


ment. Will there be any of the Arab States? 


A. I can answer that so far the Commission has not invited 
the Arab States to send a liaison officer here but I think the 
Arab States might do that on their own initiative. 


Q. Is it righ®, what some Arab papers wrote, that not all 
the members of the Conmittce were satisfied with the methods 
used by the Committee to study the matter in Palestine? 


A. [I cannot answer the question because no Complaints have 


been made to me, 
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Q. I mean what the newsvapers wrote. Some newspapers 


wrote that. 
A. Which newspapers? 


Q. Arabic newspapers wrote thet not all the members of the 
Committee were satisfied with the methods used by the Committee 
to study the matter in Palestine. 


A. | The only answer I can give you is that no complaints have 


been made to me fron members of the Cormittee. 


Q. Were the personalities to whom you spoke in Beirut menbers 


of the Arabic Comittee or not? 


A, No, we have not spoken to any members of the Arab High 


Comnittce. 


Q. I mean in Beirut. 


As In Beirut, no. I suppose you know that we met 


representatives of the Arab. State in Beirut. 
Qe Yes, but none of them are members of the Arab Comittee? 


Ae Not as far as I know. I can add that I cannot of course 
say that the representatives of the Arab States were not in 
contact with the members of the Arab High Committee or that 
what was said to us by the Arab States was not forthcoming 


from the Arab High Comnittee. 


Q. A member or members of the Arab Office of Washington are 
now in Gconeva § Have they made any request to see you or are 


you going to see them? 
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As I have had no request and I did not: know that there 


were any officials of the Arab Office present here. 


Q. Would you consider it within the competence of the’ 
Coumittee to take any interim step should the situation in 
Palestine become even more critical before your Report is | 


complete? 


A. I do not think I can possibly answer that question. It 


depends upon what happens, 


Q. Regarding the visit to Germany, do you have any details 
yet as to when the Sub-Committee will leave, how long it will 
be gone, and which places it will visit? | 


A, Mo, we are just »reparing the itinerary; we do not know 
uww LULZ LU W1i4i take Deore the formalities are completed. 


Must they be arranged with the hutnoedeaens 
Yes. 

With the Military Authorities? 

I suppose so. 


May we take it that your Renort will be a definitivo one 
in the sense that whatever solution you suggest will be des- 
erilbed in detail? If, for instance, there will be a unified 
State, you will set forth in detail the kind of State you want. 
If there is to be partition, the boundary will definitely be 
drawn up. If it is to be a federal State, you will explain in 
detail; so that a second Commission will not be necessary to 


fix up the details. 
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A, A certain definiteness is I suppose quite essential for the 
recommendations we shall make. How far the recommendations we 
make will have to be implemented after we have made them is,. of 
course, very aifficult to say. “Anyhow I should not think that 
we would give a Report which would need, from our point of view 


of course, another Commission. 


Qe There was a report some time ago that it was quite possible 
that the Report of the Commission would be presented fe the 
Security Council for "its opinion", I am told it is legally 

not possible but some members of the Committee are reported 


to have said so at a Press Conference. 


A, I suppose we are going to give our Report to the Assembly. 


eye : L014 LO DVUUVAIUGs 4LE0L0G #2 £2 WhOsswyv was aU WY eee, 


over to the Security Council? 


A. What will happen when we have handed in our Report we, 


as a Committee, do not know, of course. 


Q. Will the Committee in any way make any sort of statement in 
this Report to attempt to forestall the possibility that what 
happened to the Anglo-American Committee's Report will not 

happen to this? I-do not know if it 1s in the province of the 
Committee or the Committee members themselves to make the Report 
stick, as it were, I wonder if something could be done, because 
a precedent is being established here since this is the first 


International Committee. 


A. Except for the recommendation that. decisions should be 
taken urgently, I do not think we shall be able to prevent a 


similar fate for our Report to that which happened to the 
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| Anglo-American Committee's Report. 


Q. Is it possible for you to Bay that your report will 
contain not only recommendations for the solution of the problem 
before you, but also proposals for the implementation of your 


recommendations? 


A. I do not know exactly what you are aiming at. Will you 


expand ‘your question a little? 


Toy 


Q. If you propose any solution, say, partition, would you at 
the same time propose means and ways by which such solution is 


to be imposed and carried .out? 


‘A, To a certain extent that might be, but it is very difficult 


to answer such a general question, We shall, of course, have to 
draw up general lines for the solution. If I take, for instance, 


the case of partition, I think, the Government that will take 


over would have to be formed within a certain time, and there 
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would have to be a certain transitional period during which the 


Mandatory Power would have to carry out the mandate, You could 


not leave matters to develop freely; therc would have to be a 


certain order of procedure, there, OREN you touch upon 
matters which we have not yet discussed and on which it is very 


difficult to foresee our recommendations. 


Q. (Interpretation). The terms of reference. of your Commission 
are very wide, . According: to them the Commission is empowered 
to establish, in connection with the Palestinian problem, any 
Eve Sap ee Sane and enquiries which it deems necessary am 
Palestine or elsewhere. in view of these terms of reference, 


do you think that they cover the case of the "Exodus 19472" Do 
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you consider that this specific case comes within the terms of 
reference of your Commission and, if so, does the Commission 
have the necessary powers to undertake steps to bring thie 


"Exodus 1947" into relation with the whole problem? 


A. Certainly our powers are very wide, and it is therefore 
necessary that we should exercise some judgment on what we take 
up. I do not think we can be supposed to deal with special cases 
which might arise. The main case with which we have to deal is 


the future disposition of Palestine. 
I can add this. In the light of what I have said you can 


understand our decision - which I suppose was released yesterday = 


not to see the refugee boats in France. I mean, the refugees 


who came from the "Exodus", 


tale wnere Wildl your repuLu ve puvtaoucus 
At Lake Success. 
Definitely not here? 


No, 


Q. With respect to the question asked concerning the implemen- 
tation of your recommendations, I read from my notes (I hope 
they are correct) of your opening remarks on your working 
programme, You divided your working programme into three 
sections: (1) Historical and Factual, (2) Analysis of Possible 
Solutions, and (3) Implementation of the Solution. 

The question was asked of you to what extent you meant to 
implement, or try to implement, your suggested recommendations. 


In that case, what does the third point mean exactly? 
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A. We cannot give a recomiendation for an abstract solution. 
We have here taken earlier as an example the solution of a 
partition schene. In such a case we cannot say only that 

there ought to be partition; we shall have to propose boundaries, 
we shall perhaps have to propose minority treatment in any 
partition which night be suggested. We might have to deal 


with many matters which would arise in the case of partition. 


Q. In your answer to the question whether there would be 
any sugsestions for implementation of your reco:mendation, you 


really meant "Yes"? 
Pee Yes. I said "To a certain extent". 


Will the Press be admitted to any of your sessions 


As No, not so far as the discussions for the report itself 


are concerned. There nay be other discussions. I do not 


woaNoy “391340 09093 9176Nd 3HL 30 LHD IYAdOD 


think so, but it may be that there will be a hearing here which 


could be made at a public meeting. 


Q. In view of the deadline for your report, is it possible 
that the various Delegations will be asked to increase the 
numbers of their Delegation in order to nermit more matters 


to be taken up simultaneously? 
A. No, I do not think that would speed up the solution. 
Q . Do you think there would be a minority problem in 


Palestine? 


”s 


A. I took as an example the case of partition, and the factual 


situation is such that no partition could be made without nminor- 


ities being created in the different States. 


ae 
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Lt stress that when I spoke about partition, that was no 
indication of the probability of that solution. It is only 


that partition has been taken here as an example. 


Q. (Interpretation). You told us that the Commission 
acquainted itself with the Areb point of view, in spite of 
the refusal of the Arab High Committee to co-operate. 

Does this imply, Mr. Chairman, that the Comission had the 
| T: possibility of meeting personalities who were more or less 
| nandated py the Arab High Committee to speak in their nane, 
or must we conclude that the Commission met only private 


nersons? 


A. There wore private contacts only. 


Q. Did you try to invite the Grand Hufti? 


A. He is not, as far as I rezienber, a member of the Arab 
High Committee. At a late stage in our stay in Palestine we in- 
vited the Arab High Comittee to appear before us, but our in- 
vitation was rejected, There was no invitation to the Grand 


: abe Mufti. 


Secretary of Cornmission: Mr. Sandstrom has time for just one 


nore question. 


a Would you wish to say anything on the possibility of a 


unaninous report? 


Ae No, it is impossible for me to answer that question as 


- we have not yet begun our discussions. 


The Meeting rose at 5 p.un. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 5.W.1. 
Lith August, 1947. 


You will remember that you gave me A copy of 
Haclillivray's letter to you of the 4th August, with 
an pequest for our views on its first paragraph, 


we do aot like MacGillivray 's suggestion thas 


ooies of the Committee's report, or part of 
1e to the press before it 
There are obvious 
he publication of a 
member States have | 
is procedure should not be suggested 
We recognise that the 


a lie bh Reo ow er unirwr 


) LESGr Hs Fi Gauss ves v 

, the press, possibly in a garbled 

“iz 4t 4s possible to exag erate 
satine whieh might result from this. | 
generally understood in Palestine by now that 

sort of a Committee is not necessarily acted 


de cannot see any objection to the commmication 
af the advance report in confidence to the Liaison 
Officer of the Jewish Agency, and to Camille bey 
Chanioun 4f he is in fact recognised as an Arab Lisigon 
Offices (or to the Arnab States as direetly interested 
mombers of the United Nations). It does not appesr fron 
Mactilliveay's letter, however, an of the 


Committee confirmed Hoo's opinion 
necessary $0 do thie if an advance copy 


MaoGlLidvroay. There is therefore no need 


teofford GmLth, EBde» 
Colonial Office, 
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to mention this point in renewing hia request 

foe an advance copy, though we think he should 
-at onee agrec to equal treatment for the Jews 

and Araba if that condition is pet to him again, 


Yours ever, 


(Sed: Bee ley) 
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Ci. 4 EIGN OFFICE, 
Cas : 71 73 S.WelLe 


6 th uguBt, 1947 e 
Ala (347 


I understand that you have received an applica- 


tion from Skyways for permits to enable the crew of & 
York aircraft to enter the British Zones of Germany and 


Austria. 
ea by the United 


This aircraft has been charter 
who are now in 


ial Committee on Palestine, 
Geneva and who are sending & party of approximately 25 | 
people to visit displaced persons centres in Germany and 


Austriae Subject to any alteration which they may have 
they intend to 


made in their plans since yesterdays 
leave Geneva tomorrow (Thursday) morning for Munich, 
t to Bergen ené& 


vienna, Berlin and the nearest airpor 
The whole trip 


Belsen, thence returning to Geneva. 
ahanid laat for about a week. 

His Majesty's Government have undertaken to 
grant all necessary facilities to this party. I am now 
placing on record that you therefore kindly agreed, over 
the telephone to-day, to expedite the issue of these 
permits without waiting for the above information in 


writing. 


( rigment Hijet. } 


Military Permit Officer, 
20, princes’ Gardens, 
London, S.W.le 
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cypher/OTP AS IAT  JDSPARTMNTAL NOB, 


(Frem British Diplematic Representative in Austria) 


Sir H. Mack D. 6.30 pom 6th August 1947 
Ne. 711 Re 9250 Pe Me 6th August 1947 


6th August 1947 

Repeated to Berlin 
New York 
Washington 
_Jerusalen 


/ 


COCCECE yee fo Iz 
New York telegram No. 2068 to you. 


The Commender«in-Chief weuld welcome visit of 
members of United Nations Special Cemmittee on Palestine 
and will give them all the facilities they require in British 


gene of Austria. 
Fereign Office please pass to Berlin, New York and 


- os ttl, Ae a _ 4€4@QAR vwnA ta Tarnianlan. 


OP gre rer Rew ntlere—m £3 R--- +~— —»_ 


[Repeated to Berlin, New York end Washingten and 
copies sent te Celenial Office for repetition to Jerusalem] 
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